
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

CPWA Welcomes Accelerated Funding to Municipalities 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO – June 2, 2020 – The Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA) welcomes the Prime 
Minister’s announcement that infrastructure funding delivered to communities through the federal Gas Tax 
Fund will be accelerated this year. Payments through the federal Gas Tax Fund have typically been made in two 
instalments, in summer and later in the year. This year, $2.2 billion in annual funding for communities for 2020-
21 will be delivered in one payment in June to help communities quickly move forward with infrastructure 
projects. 

“CPWA is encouraged by the Government’s recognition of the financial strain facing municipal governments at 
this difficult time,” said CPWA President Chris Hamel. “The pandemic has exacerbated an already challenging 
situation for public works departments across Canada when it comes to delivering infrastructure services.” 

While Canadians have been asked to stay home to control the spread of the novel coronavirus, public works 
agencies and their employees have continued to deliver infrastructure services that are essential to the 
functioning of our communities: collecting solid waste, ensuring clean water supplies, treating wastewater, and 
managing transportation systems and public space. The federal Gas Tax Fund supports communities in making 
strategic investments in many of these areas. But communities have already accounted for this $2.2 billion in 
funding and are experiencing revenue shortfalls elsewhere, including deferred property taxes, reduced utility 
charges and diminished user fees. 

“Support for all those on the front lines keeping our communities safe has never been more important,” said 
CPWA CEO Scott Grayson. “Making sure local governments and public works agencies have the resources they 
need is critical to a successful economic recovery.” 

For CPWA information, contact Anne Jackson at: ajackson@apwa.net, or 202.218.6750. For CPWA media 
queries, contact Charles Arena, Public Affairs Manager, at: carena@apwa.net or 202.218.6736. 
 
 
About CPWA: The Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA), or Association Canadienne des Travaux Publics, 
was founded in 1986 to enhance the services of the American Public Works Association (APWA) to the Canadian 
public works community and to improve the quality of public works products and services to Canadian citizens. 
CPWA’s nearly 2,300 members in Canada, plan, build, operate, maintain and sustain the public works and 
infrastructure that improve our quality of community life. 
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