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House Passage of Critical Water Infrastructure Bill Commended by American Public Works Association 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C.  – September 29, 2016 – The U.S. House of Representatives  is commended by the American Public 
Works Association (APWA)  for its approval late yesterday of the  Water Resources Development Act of 2016 (WRDA), 
H.R. 5303. The legislation is critical for protecting our communities by authorizing 31  Army Corps of Engineers projects. 
 
Passed by a vote in the House of 399-25, the bill authorizes $9 billion for 31 Army Corps of Engineers projects to address 
flood protection, harbor dredging, environmental restoration and other projects. It also includes a provision of $170 
million in direct federal money to assist Flint and other communities with lead in their drinking water systems. This 
provision was added to the House WRDA bill in order  to satisfy some lawmakers who were upset about the absence of 
the funding language in a $982-billion continuing resolution (CR), also passed on Wednesday, to keep the government 
open through December 9, 2016. 
 
“On behalf of more than 29,000 public works professionals across the U.S., the American Public Works Association 
applauds the action of the U.S. House o f Representatives in passing the Water Resources Development bill,” said 
APWA Executive Director, Scott Grayson.  “Public works professionals who plan, build, design, and maintain 
infrastructure  understand and appreciate the importance of this legislation, which protects communities throughout 
the U.S. from the risk of flooding and facilitates trade through dredging our nation’s waterways,” Grayson said. 
 
“We encourage both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate to come together after the November 
election to reconcile the Senate and House versions passed in both chambers. In particular,  APWA wishes to thank Rep. 
Bill Shuster (R-PA.), House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chair, for his role in championing the passage 
of the bill,” Grayson said. 
 
To learn more about APWA Advocacy and Government Affairs, visit www.apwa.net//be_involved/Advocacy-and-
Government-Affairs. For more information about APWA, visit the website at www.apwa.net. For APWA media queries, 
contact. For APWA media queries, contact Media Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, M.A. at 
lbynum@apwa.net, or by phone at: 202.218.6736. 
 
About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,000 
members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public 
awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, 
has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.  
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