
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Hawaii’s Kunia Country Farms Receives Envision® Gold Sustainable Infrastructure Award 

Project is First Sustainable Agriculture and Aquaponics Farm to Receive Envision Award 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - (August 23, 2016) - Hawaii’s Kunia Country Farms project, owned by partners Jason Brand, 

Cary Takenaka, and C. Scott Wo, was recently awarded the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI)  

Envision Gold award. The previous 17 Envision awards were given to public projects throughout the country, 

making the Kunia Country Farms project the first private corporation, and first entity in the state of Hawaii, to 

receive Envision sustainable infrastructure recognition.  

 

The Envision Gold award will be presented by ISI at the TEACHawaii Envision workshop on August 29, 2016 at 

10:00am. The media and public are invited to attend the award ceremony at the Pearl Country Club, Pearl 

Room 1, 98-535 Kaonohi Street, Aiea, HI 96701.   

 

Kunia Country Farms (KCF) is one of the largest commercial aquaponics farms and producers of leafy greens in 

Hawaii. The project sustainably grows local produce in a manner that minimizes wastes, achieves economic 

sustainability and helps reduce Hawaii’s food dependence on imports, and Kunia County Farms has become a 

main supplier of aquaponic lettuce to the islands’ supermarkets and high-end restaurants.  KCF was awarded 

the Gold award for its’  focus on the development and implementation of Zero Impact Farming, which 

minimizes water and electricity use, soil degradation, pollution and other environmental economies, and 

maximizes land efficiency, labor efficiency, and the production process. 

 

“Sustainable infrastructure comes in all shapes and sizes, and ISI is proud to recognize Kunia Country Farms for 

its contribution to the local community, environment, and economy” said ISI President and CEO, William 

Bertera.  “Sustainable infrastructure serves the community, whether it is publicly owned or privately owned, 

and this project highlights the impact of the sustainability of privately owned infrastructure on the local 

economy.” 

 

 

 



“The farm is designed to provide locally grown produce using sustainable techniques and practices, helping 

Hawaii achieve food independence from imports,” said Jason Brand, KCF owner and president of the Brand 

Industrial Group, Inc., which maintains active equity positions in sustainable farming and production ventures 

(including KCF) in Hawaii.  “It is humbling to know that our efforts are having a positive impact on our 

community.” 

 

The KCF’s sustainability achievements caught the attention of Blue Ocean Civil Consulting (BOCC), who 

nominated the project for assessment in the Envision rating system. “KCF took industry-transforming risks, and 

we’re  inspired by their innovation and commitment to sustainability and resiliency,” stated BOCC principal 

engineer Amber Takenouchi. “Envision verification provides a credible and independent means to measure the 

project’s sustainability successes and will further the KCF, BOCC and TEACHawaii missions.”   

  

The Envision Action Committee of Hawaii (TEACHawaii) is reaching out about the potential implementation of 

Envision in Hawaii by educating people about the sustainability rating system.  Member outreach, the 

TEACHawaii August 29 workshop, and the KCF Envision award highlight the applications of Envision for 

planning and engineering sustainable infrastructure throughout Hawaii, while serving as a call to action. “The 

Envision rating system is a multi-tool with potential use in a wide variety of projects,” said TEACHawaii member 

Jon Young. “All projects – especially our public infrastructure projects, could use a greater focus on 

transparency, collaborative ingenuity, environmental responsibility, and resiliency. Envision promotes a 

streamlined navigation of sustainability goals.”  

 

The Envision rating system measures sustainability in infrastructure projects in five categories:  Quality of Life 

(QL), Leadership (LD), Natural World (NW), Resource Allocation (RA), and Climate and Risk (CR).  These 

contribute to overall credits for the positive social, economic and environmental impacts in a community in the 

planning, design and construction of infrastructure projects.  The Envision categories with the highest scores 

for the Kunia Country Farms project include: 

 

Quality of Life (QL):  The KCF project contributes to community attractiveness for both business and residents.  

New jobs are created and complimented by educational outreach and a commitment to hire locally.  The local 

production of foods provided supply stability for the restaurant and supermarket industries.   

Leadership (LD):  Kunia Country Farms is committed to supporting sustainable practices and is a pioneer of 

commercial aquaponics technology in the region.  The project team identified by-product synergies to minimize 

wastes at the community scale, such as repurposing shipping pallets for garden beds to save virgin materials.  

The leadership set aside resources to support long term monitoring and maintenance. 



Resource Allocation (RA):  The farm’s solar panels generate 100% of the project’s energy needs.  The project 

also takes advantage of captured stormwater, water recycling, and water efficient practices to reduce the 

potable water use by more than 75% over industry norms. 

Natural World (NW):  The project was designed to integrate with the natural world to preserve prime habitat, 

restore farmland and also protect wetlands and surface water.  The impacts of pesticides and fertilizers are 

reduced and measures were taken to prevent surface and groundwater contamination. 

Climate and Risk (CR):  The project team assessed the threat of climate change and developed an adaptation 

plan.  They address short-term hazards, long-term adaptability, and other vulnerabilities. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 

Kunia Country Farms: 
Jason Brand 
(917) 319-0817 
jason@kuniacountryfarms.com 
 
Blue Ocean Civil Consulting: 
Amber Takenouchi 
(808) 675-2052 
at@blueoceancivil.com  
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TEACHawaii  
Jon Young 
(808) 754.2931 
teachawaiienvision@gmail.com  
 
Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure: 
Laura Bynum 
(202) 218-6736 
lbynum@apwa.net 
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PROJECT ORGANIZATION INFORMATION: 

About Kunia Country Farms: 
 
Kunia Country Farms is an environmentally and economically sustainable operating commercial farm supplying 
Oahu’s local market with the highest quality produce at competitive prices. Their vision includes serving as a 
prototype of an economically sustainable agricultural operation, reestablishing an agricultural base in the islands 
and addressing the reliance on imports and concerns surrounding food security. The Kunia Country Farms 
Educational Outreach is a non-profit organization whose mission is to engage the community through farm tours 
and outreach programs, and to educate Hawaii’s children about socially responsible farming and environmental 
and economic sustainability.   

About Blue Ocean Civil Consulting: 

Blue Ocean Civil Consulting is a civil engineering, land development and storm water management consulting firm. 
Their civil engineering and land development program provides design and project management services for civic, 
commercial, industrial, residential and infill land development and redevelopment projects.  Their storm water 
program provides clients with flood control and water quality solutions that leverage rainfall into beneficial uses, 
reduce pollutant discharge to water bodies, and minimize flood risk. Blue Ocean Civil Consulting is dedicated to 
educating, advocating, and applying their belief that the future must be designed, engineered, and constructed 
thoughtfully and with practicality to accomplish more sustainable life. 

About TEACHawaii: 

The Envision Action Committee of Hawaii (TEACHawaii) is a task force formed with the mission to TEACH Hawaii 
about Envision. Consisting of members from the local chapters of the American Public Works Association, 
American Society of Civil Engineers, and American Council of Engineering Companies, TEACHawaii is working to 
increase awareness and incentivize change and support for sustainable infrastructure.  More information on the 
TEACHawaii Envision Workshop is available at:  https://teach160829.eventbrite.com. 

About Envision®:  

Envision® is the product of a joint collaboration between ISI, which was founded by three national engineering 
associations:  American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), and 
American Public Works Association (APWA), and the Zofnass Program for Sustainable Infrastructure at Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design.  Information on ISI and Envision can be found on the ISI website, 
www.sustainableinfrastructure.org. 

 


