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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Greenough Greenway Project in Watertown, Massachusetts Receives Envision® 
Bronze Award from Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – March 6, 2017 – The Greenough Greenway project in Watertown, Massachusetts 
is the recent recipient of the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) Envision Bronze award. The 
Envision system rates sustainable infrastructure projects across the full range of environmental, social, 
and economic impacts.  The Greenough Greenway project is the first in Massachusetts to earn a 
prestigious Envision sustainable infrastructure award.  

The Greenough Greenway project’s objectives include enhancing public safety along the river, providing 
a fully accessible multi-use path next to the river, reclaiming parkland and enhancing the scenic value of 
the Charles River Reservation, improving the environmental quality of the Charles River, and maintaining 
Greenough Boulevard as a fully functional parkway, as well as demonstrating an efficient and cost- 
effective public/private partnership. 

The $2.4 million project will reduce the cross section of Greenough Boulevard, a Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) parkway, which runs between the Eliot Bridge in 
Cambridge and Arsenal Street in Watertown.  The cross section reduction allows construction of a tree-
lined, ten-foot wide, multi-use path, a substantial green buffer separating pathway users from 
automobile traffic, stormwater drainage improvements, and a generous strip of parkland to sustain the 
river bank.  The path links to a broad network of regional recreational paths, and improves access to 
diverse land uses adjacent to the corridor. 

The Lawrence and Lillian Solomon Foundation, in close partnership with the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, championed the project.  VHB led the design effort. 

“This project provides a triple bottom line for the tens of thousands of people who use the Charles River 
parks every year”, said Herb Nolan, deputy director of the Solomon Foundation.  “First, by narrowing a 
dangerous boulevard, pedestrian safety has been significantly increased with minimal impact to 
roadway capacity. Secondly, adding new verdant parkland where once there was crumbling pavement 
and broken guardrails has transformed the experience of every pedestrian, cyclist, driver, or boater 
along this stretch of the Charles River. Finally, reducing impervious pavement and adding close to 200 
new shade trees will cool the park and filter storm water runoff for generations to come. All of this has 
been made possible through a strong public/private partnership and the intelligent work of the 
interdisciplinary team at VHB.”    

As a collaboration between ISI and the Zofnass Program for Sustainable Infrastructure at the Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design, the Envision system rates the impact of sustainable infrastructure 
projects as a whole. The ISI Envision system measures sustainability in five categories: Quality of Life, 
Leadership, Natural World, Resource Allocation, and Climate and Risk. These key areas contribute to the 
positive social, economic, and environmental impacts on a community.   
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Key sustainable accomplishments of the Greenough Greenway project include: 

Quality of Life: From inception, the project was developed to align with existing local community and 
regional plans and advance the established goals of the Master Plan for the Charles River Basin (2002) 
and also meets several recommendations included in the Charles River Basin Connectivity Study (2013). 
The project transforms a degraded, mile-long section of the Charles River by reducing pavement and 
restoring natural landscaping, increasing safety for cyclists and pedestrians, and providing improved 
access to the Charles River and nearby recreational facilities. The design also calls for the installation of 
12 new benches along the corridor for residents and users of the path to relax and enjoy the river. 
 
The project has broad community support as evidenced by the public-private partnership between the 
Foundation and DCR, as well as endorsements by community boards in both Cambridge and Watertown.  

Leadership: The Greenough Greenway project successfully progressed from early concept through to 
design completion as a result of effective leadership and commitment to sustainable development by 
the Foundation, DCR, and VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture.  

Collaboration and teamwork played a large part in the success of this project due to its multi-
jurisdictional nature. Several opportunities for community engagement were provided during the 
planning and design stages of this project. VHB, a multi-disciplinary team that led the design, engaged 
and executed an integrated, whole systems approach that relies on the principles of effective 
collaboration and teamwork.  

This project was designed to integrate with other elements of community infrastructure, resulting in an 
overall improvement in infrastructure efficiency and effectiveness. The team hosted several community 
meetings to seek ways to improve connections to other major roadways, amenities and residential 
areas. The resulting project restores a previously sub-par pedestrian and cycling path along Greenough 
Boulevard and strengthens the final link in the recreational loop of trails connecting to Herter Park. 

Natural World (NW): The project also preserves floodplain functions by avoiding new development and 
reducing impervious cover on land immediately adjacent to the floodplain. Water quality modeling was 
conducted as part of this project to ensure that the project would improve pre-development floodplain 
infiltration along with the quality of the water flowing into the Charles River. 
 
The project team designed the Greenough Greenway project to incorporate plant species that do not 
require the use of fertilizers or pesticides. Only local or non-invasive plant species were selected for the 
landscaped elements of this project. 
 
“ISI is pleased to present the Greenough Greenway project with the Envision Bronze award for 
sustainable infrastructure,” said ISI President and CEO John Stanton. “Residents and visitors to the area 
will benefit greatly from the sustainable infrastructure improvements to this pedestrian and cycling path 
that integrates with the existing trail network to provide safer and better access to a range of 
recreational amenities in the area.”  
 
To learn more about the Greenough Greenway project, please visit 

http://solomonfoundation.org/pages/projects/her.html. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 
VHB:  

 

Vanessa Ryder, Communications Manager 

617.607.2728 

vryder@vhb.com 

 

Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure: 

Laura Bynum, Media Relations and Communications Manager 
(202) 218-6736 
lbynum@apwa.net 
 
About VHB:   

VHB’s 1,300 passionate professionals include engineers, scientists, planners, and designers who partner with public 
and private clients in the transportation, real estate, institutional, and energy industries, as well as federal, state, 
and local governments. Together, we work to improve mobility, enhance communities and economic vitality, and 
balance development and infrastructure needs with environmental stewardship. www.vhb.com.  

About the Department of Conservation and Recreation: 

The Department of Conservation and Recreation’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our 
common wealth of natural, cultural and recreational resources for the well-being of all. The DCR is 
steward of 450,000 acres across the state – one of the largest state parks systems in the country – 
including the waterway, parklands, and parkways of the Charles River Basin. 

The health and happiness of people across Massachusetts depends on the accessibility and quality of 
our green infrastructure - our natural resources, recreational facilities, and historic landscapes.  The DCR 
is committed to provide the link between people and the outdoors.  The Greenough Greenway 
embodies that commitment. 

About The Lawrence and Lillian Solomon Foundation: 

The Solomon Foundation champions Greater Boston's irreplaceable parks and greenways, and their 
unique contribution to the quality of urban life. Our mission is to cultivate innovative projects that 
enhance the beauty, utility, and accessibility of our major public parks and greenways.  The Solomon 
Foundation works with public and private partners to identify projects that will significantly improve 
Greater Boston's major public parks and greenways. Rather than duplicate the efforts of public agencies, 
we act as catalysts to instigate and support government action.  

 
About ISI Envision®:  

Envision® is the product of a joint collaboration between ISI, which was founded by three national 
engineering associations: American Society of Civil Engineers, American Council of Engineering 
Companies, and American Public Works Association, and the Zofnass Program for Sustainable 

mailto:lbynum@apwa.net
http://www.vhb.com/
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Infrastructure at Harvard University Graduate School of Design. Information on ISI and Envision can be 
found on the ISI website, http://www.sustainableinfrastructure.org/.  
 

http://www.sustainableinfrastructure.org/

