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Latest News 
 
FHWA and FTA Release Revised Guidance on the Environmental Review Process  

• On March 13, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) proposed updated guidance to implement environmental review 
procedures enacted under the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act  
(MAP-21); 

• The new guidance includes provisions to: 
o Modify the dispute resolution process; 
o Enhance technical assistance for complex projects stalled in the review process; 
o Establish the process for concurrent environmental reviews among separate 

agencies; 
o Establish financial penalties for federal agencies that do not make a timely 

decision; 
o Change the statute of limitations for challenging agency decisions on project 

approvals. 
• Comments will be accepted until May 12, 2015; 
• To view the proposed guidance and comment: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/03/13/2015-05786/notice-of-availability-
of-revised-guidance-on-the-environmental-review-process.   
 

Senator Inhofe to Introduce WOTUS Legislation 
 

• Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK), Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
(EPW), will soon be introducing legislation directing the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to rewrite the proposed 
rule defining “Waters of the US” (WOTUS); 

• The intent of the WOTUS rule is to define which waters are subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Clean Water Act (CWA); 

• According to the EPW Majority Chief Counsel, Chairman Inhofe’s legislation would 
direct EPA and USACE to coordinate with states in rewriting the rule and would also 
require an analysis of the impact on small businesses and the overall economy; 

• If enacted, the legislation would direct EPA and USACE to address the varied concerns 
of the proposed rule including inclusion municipal storm separate sewer systems and 
wastewater treatment systems in federal jurisdiction. 
 



Republicans Propose Ideas to Fund Highway Trust Fund 
 

• Two senior Republican senators are offering tax reform proposals to shore up the 
insolvent Highway Trust Fund (HTF);  

• Senator John Cornyn (TX) wants to  use exported crude oil tax revenues to find 
additional funding; 

• This proposal would require overturning a 40-year ban on crude oil exports and upset 
many environmental advocacy groups; 

• Senator Charles Grassley (IA) wants to bar the earned income tax credit from being given 
to undocumented immigrants granted a deferral from deportation by President Obama’s 
November 2014 executive action;  

• According to a 2014 report from the think tank Third Way, a tax on crude oil exports 
could potentially raise $1-2 billion a year; 

• Grassley says his proposal would save $1.7 billion a year; 
• Despite the potential for additional revenue, the Senators’ proposals would only raise a 

fraction of the $13 billion needed each year to keep the HTF solvent. 
 
On the Horizon 

• March 17 – House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee will host a Hearing on 
Surface Transportation Reauthorization 

• March 17 – Conservation & Forestry Subcommittee of the House Committee on 
Agriculture will host a hearing on the impacts of the WOTUS rule on rural America 

• March 18 –  Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Subcommittee of the 
Senate Committee on Appropriations will host a hearing on the Department of 
Transportation FY 2016 Budget Request  

• March 18 – House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will host a Hearing on 
the President’s Fiscal Year 2016 Budget for the US Environmental Protection Agency 

• March 19 – House Committee on Appropriations will host a Budget Hearing on Surface 
Transportation Programs 
 


