
 ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 

COMMITTEE 

Congress Meeting Summary 

September 17, 2011 
 
Participants: Brian Usher, Outgoing Chair 
 Jim Nichols, Incoming Chair 
 Sherri McIntyre, Member 
 David Orr, LTAP  
 Dennis Randolph, Member 
 Venu Gupta, Member  
 Diane Linderman, President 
 Peter King, Executive Director 
 
Absent: Laura Cabiness, Member 
 Andy Lemer, Member 
 
   
Staff: Carol Estes, staff liaison 
 Connie Hartline, staff  
 
   
1. Call to order – Brian Usher called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm MDT.   
 
2. President Diane Linderman welcomed the committee members and thanked them for 

their service to APWA. Diane will focus of the seven elements of the APWA Strategic 
Plan in the coming year: 

 

 Grow and strengthen membership 

 Utilize technology to better engage and serve members where they live and 
work 

 Offer an integrated and comprehensive approach to professional 
development and education 

 Support and strengthen chapters 

 Continue developing the preeminent center for sustainability 

 Expand and strengthen APWA’s international role 

 Ensure APWA’s future sustainability 
  
 Committee members were asked to focus their work plan efforts on tasks that will 
 accomplish the seven goals.  Diane asked all the technical committees to re-think the 
 present InfoNOW communities to better track members questions and interests.  This 
 year she will have a blog to engage members and will focus on each committees work 
 as part of the President’s message. 

 



3. Review of conference call Summary of 8/4/11 – The conference call summary was 
approved. 

 
4. Publications – Connie Hartline discussed the committee publications which are in 

progress.  The Roadway Maintenance Manual draft is complete and will be sent out to 
volunteers for review.  David Orr volunteered to ask LTAP members to take a look at it 
also.  The manual will be published in time for congress 2012.  The project manual is in 
progress and will be discussed later in the agenda.  Connie asked the committee if it 
was time to update the QBS publication, referred to as the Red Book.  We will ask 
purchasing officials to take a look at any update.  

 
5. At Large Director Report – Patty Hilderbrand reported that the membership is holding 

at about 28,500.  There are four new board members this year and we are expecting 
about 5,000 people to attend congress this year. The service project this year was at 
Red Rocks amphitheater.  Volunteers helped to place rock on a new trail at the park.  
New at congress this year is the Expo Experience which will bring more attendees to 
the congress floor.  There are only 29 submissions for the PACE award this year out of 
a potential of 63.  The Donald C Stone Center is being rolled and there is a booth on the 
convention floor. Due to the restructuring of APWA, the board is taking a broader view 
of the workings of the association, leaving details of everyday workings to Peter King 
and his staff.  The board will focus on what members want and how to provide it.   

 
6. Peter King addressed the committee and provided further detail of the re-structuring.  

There are now three senior department directors, Dave Dancy, Teri Newhouse, and 
Mabel Tinjaca.  Peter is dividing his time between the Washington, D.C. and Kansas 
City, Missouri offices. The president’s reception has been scheduled for Sunday 
evening.   

 
7. Continued discussion of the role of the committee – Jim Nichols led the committee 

in a continued discussion of the role and mission of the Engineering & Technology 
committee.  Since technology is a part of every technical committee, how should the E 
&T committee approach it?  Should it work jointly with other committees to educate 
members on the possible benefits of usage?  Jim asked the committee to give 
consideration to those items which are not covered by other committees, which fall 
under E & T uniquely, and for which individual committee members have a passion.  
Each committee person is asked to develop a list. Possible areas suggested included: 

 

 Project management 

 Project delivery 

 Pavement design 

 Pavement maintenance & management 

 Design criteria, standards  

 Educate the public about the value of public services 
 



 Goals for the coming year are to set the role of the committee, determine if the name of 
the committee should be changed, and recommend appropriate name changes for 
InfoNOW communities. 

 
 For the coming conference call, staff will forward links to the business plans of other 

technical committees so that the E & T committee can determine where there is an 
overlap in interests.  

 
 

8. Discussion and adoption of the work plan for 2011/2012 – During the coming year, 
technical committees with be operating from what is actually a work plan rather than a 
business plan.  It has been suggested that the plan be in a spread sheet format with 
specific tasks lists to accomplish committee goals and associated elements of the 
APWA strategic Plan.  Some tasks will be recognized as “essential” or those that are a 
required as part of the technical committee mission statement.  Other tasks will be 
above and beyond the essential tasks and in support of the strategic plan.  As the 
committee firms it’s roll during the coming year, the work plan will be reviewed  and 
modified. 

 
9.  Submission of 2012 Guaranteed Sessions for 2012 – Coordinators for guaranteed 

sessions need to complete the description of the session by September 30 and assist in 
locating potential speakers.  After submitting the topic, please forward the acceptance to 
Carol. 

  
1. Porous/Permeable Pavements – How is it working now? – Dennis Randolph 

2. ISI/Scorecard primer – Sherri McIntyre (coordinate with sustainability center) 

3. Performance based management – Laura Cabiness and Andy Lemer 

 

10. New Subcommittees – This item was postponed until a future conference call. 

 

11. Accessible Right of Way comments –  

 
Background: On July 26th the U.S. Access Board released for public comment 
concerning proposed guidelines for accessible public rights-of-way. The 
guidelines provide design criteria for public streets and sidewalks, including 
pedestrian access routes, street crossings, curb ramps and blended transitions, 
on-street parking, street furniture, and other elements.  
 
The specifications comprehensively address access that accommodates all types 
of disabilities, including mobility and vision impairments, while taking into account 
conditions and constraints that may impact compliance, such as space limitations 
and terrain, as indicated in an overview of the rule, http://www.access-
board.gov/prowac/nprm-guide.htm. 
 
Once finalized and implemented as standards, the guidelines will apply to newly 

http://marcom.apwa.net/t/164864/14823207/2817/0/
http://marcom.apwa.net/t/164864/14823207/2817/0/


constructed or altered portions of public rights-of-way covered by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). They will also apply to public rights-of-way built or 
altered with funding from the federal government under the Architectural Barriers 
Act (ABA) and the Rehabilitation Act. Existing pedestrian networks not 
undergoing alteration will not be required to meet these requirements. The rights-
of-way guidelines complement and in some areas reference the Board's ADA 
and ABA Accessibility Guidelines for buildings and facilities.  
 
The deadline for comments is November 23, 2011. The Board will hold public 
hearings on the guidelines in Dallas on September 12th and in Washington, D.C. 
on November 9th. APWA will present its comments at the November 9th 
hearing. Further information on the rulemaking is available on the Access 
Board’s rights-of-way homepage, http://www.access-
board.gov/prowac/index.htm.  
 

The proposed guidelines can be accessed and comments to them submitted or 
viewed through the federal government’s rulemaking portal at 
www.regulations.gov. They are also posted at http://www.access-
board.gov/prowac/nprm.htm. Instructions for submitting comments are included 
in the proposal. 

 
Jim Nichols asked Laura Cabiness and Sherri McIntyre to review and comment on 
behalf of the committee 

  

12. Date and location discussion for the Spring Meeting – The committee 
discussed meeting in association with a regional House of Delegates meeting.  
Patty Hilderbrand will talk to regional directors about dates for their regional 
meeting.    

 
13. Project Delivery Manual – Dennis Randolph presented the committee with a finished 

chapter of the project delivery manual to highlight the format that he proposes for the 
document.  The work was extremely well received and the consensus of the committee 
is that the format and outline will provide an excellent publication.  The expected 
timeline is to have it ready for congress 2012. 

 
14. InfoNOW posting assignments –  Item will be continued to the next call 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:55 pm MDT 
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