
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

Congress Meeting Summary 

September 12, 2009 
 
Participants: Laura Cabiness, Chair 
 Patty Hilderbrand, Director-at-Large 
 Sherri McIntyre, Member 
 Dennis Randolph, Member 
 Bill Reichmuth, Member 
 Brian Usher, Member 
 Sherri Zimmerman, Member 
 Dave Orr, LTAP 
 
Guests: Elizabeth Treadway, Director, Region III 
 Larry Koehle, President Elect 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey,  
 Mabel Tinjaca 
 Becky Stein 
 Connie Hartline 
 
1. Call to order – Laura Cabiness called the meeting to order at 8:00 am 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions – Committee members introduced themselves and 

welcomed Dennis Randolph to the committee.  Laura recognized Dean Lehman’s 
work on the Roadway Maintenance Manual and commended him for heading up 
the project.   
 

3. Approval of the conference call summary of Aug 6, 2009 – The summary was 
approved as amended. 

 
4. Committee Expectations – The expectations of committee members included in 

the packets was discussed.   
 
5. At-Large Director Report - Patty Hilderbrand advised the committee that the 

Board has a very large agenda for the business meeting.  Some of the topics for 
discussion include: 

 The election versus selection process for our national leaders.  A report is 
due back to the board. 

 The L&M committee has finished the core competencies and is beginning 
work on standards for professional conduct 

 The Board will be discussing the expectations of chapters/members 
regarding presidential visits 



 Elizabeth Treadway will  present the results of task 1 on the Body of 
Knowledge and the expectations of task 2.  Elizabeth will address the 
committee about its involvement in task 2 later in the meeting 

  The Center for Sustainability had a great meeting in Chicago in June and 
will be having another meeting in Kansas City in October.  They have 
created a framework for sustainable activities: 

1. Use whole system thinking 
2. Make it easy 
3. Become proficient explorers 
4. Build on successes 
5. Have a caring capacity 

They will use four strategies 
1. Set up guiding principles 
2. Create a knowledge center 
3. Engage membership 
4. Develop partnerships 

 The Emerging Leaders have been asked to undertake a project each year.  
This year they have worked on a social media document which they will 
present to the board. 

 
6. Publications – Connie Hartline talked about new publications being introduced at 

Congress, including “How to be a better client.”  Some of the association’s older 
publications are now available for download.  Roadway Maintenance and 
Construction Management are two that are available.  It was suggested that the 
committee could suggest topics for needed publications and Connie could issue a 
call for manuscripts.  The committee could help with a content outline and review 
of material submitted.  The committee discussed the 3 joint projects with ACEC 
and noted that they could take the form of publications. 

 
President Elect Larry Koehle – President Elect Koehle personally thanked the 
committee for their service in the past year and outlined his ideas for his year as 
President.   
 
Body of Knowledge Report – Elizabeth Treadway presented the results of Task 1 of 
the body of knowledge.  The technical committee’s responsibilities for Task 2 were 
outlined and the time line for completion discussed.  Staff liaisons will forward more 
information as it is available and will assist if questions arise. 
 
Introduction – Mabel Tinjaca, the new Director of Professional Development was  
introduced to the committee. 
 
7. Adoption of 2008/2009 Business Plan – The committee members discussed the 

business plan for 2009-2010.  After discussion the business plan was adopted as 
modified.  The committee asked staff to include a “parking lot” of ideas at the end 
of each month’s agenda.     

 



8. Washington Update – Jim Fahey discussed reauthorization activities taking place 
in Washington, D.C.  It is likely there will be an extension of some kind. Repeal of 
rescission is important to our members.  Something on climate change is expected 
out of the Senate this month  

 
9. Selection of 2009 Guaranteed Sessions – The committee discussed the topics 

for guaranteed session for 2010 in Boston.  Three sessions will be submitted as 
guaranteed.  Those sessions are: 

 

 Green Scorecard (Horizontal Construction) – Bill Reichmuth 
coordinating 

 Asset Management – Sherri Zimmerman coordinating 

 New Technology in Public Works – Sherri Zimmerman coordinating  
 

 Other sessions may be submitted competitively 
  

10.  Topics for the June 2009 issue of the Reporter – Laura Cabiness reminded 
committee members to be thinking of topics for articles for the Reporter.  The 

 articles are due to Kevin Clark by April 15, 2009.  The committee members were 
asked to be responsible for authoring or finding an author for at least one topic 
each.  Five to seven articles from the committee would be the target range. 
   

    
11. Date Selections for the Spring Meeting – The committee was reminded that we 

will be testing an online spring meeting format this year.  After discussion, it was 
decided that the committee would meet online for 3 hours on two consecutive 
days.  All members were asked to look at their personal calendars for those days 
when they would not be available.  The meeting should be held sometime between 
mid February and the end of March.  The item will appear on coming agendas and 
be discussed via email.        

 
12. Conference call schedule for the coming year – The committee decided to keep 

the monthly calls on the first Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm Eastern, 1:00 pm 
Central, 12:00 pm Mountain, 11:00 am Pacific time.  Staff noted that there will be a 
new conference call provider this year.  Please be sure to check at the top of the 
agenda for the new call in number.  Staff was asked to send out a list of future 
meeting dates.    

 
13. E & T related meetings and educational sessions – Staff noted the list of E * T 

related meetings and sessions included in the packet of information.  
    

 
  The next conference call will be October 1, 2009 

 
 
 


