
 

ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

May 12, 2008 
 
Participants: Gordon Daring, Acting Chair 
 Patty Hilderbrand, Director At Large 
 Laura Cabiness, Member 
 Neil Grigg, Member 
 Dean Lehman, Member 
 Gary Stockhoff, Member 
 Paul Klope, Education Committee 
 Dave Orr, LTAP  
 
Absent: Larry Woodlan, Chair 
 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Kathy Dotson, Education 
  
  

1. Call to order – Gordon Daring called the meeting to order at 1:00pm 
Central time.   

 
2. Review of meeting Summary 4/14/2008 – The meeting summary was 

approved  
 

3. At-large Director Report –Patty Hilderbrand reported that membership is 
at 29,575 as of the end of April.  The first time member campaign is going 
on and a one year membership is available for $65.  Registration for 
Congress is open and the Engineering & Technology Committee meeting 
is scheduled for Saturday afternoon, August 16, from 1:00 pm to 4:00pm.  
There will be opportunities to help rebuild New Orleans on Friday and 
Saturday before Congress.  Noel Thompson has made appointments and 
letters are going out this week.  At the last board meeting, sustainability 
was discussed and which technical committee should take on the issue.  It 
was decided to use a task force to address sustainability issues and look 
at the formation of a new technical committee.  Each technical committee 
is asked to select a member for the task force by May 20.  John Okamoto 
has resigned from the board due to his leaving the public works sector.  
Nominations for the position are being taken.  Patty summarized her 
meeting with regions 6 & 7 House of Delegates and her recent 



participation in the fly-in for Government Affairs.  More than 30 APWA 
members were in attendance and 70 meetings were scheduled on the hill.  
Patty personally attended 7 of the meetings. 

 
4. Education Report – Paul Klope and Kathy Dotson filled the committee in 
 on education activities.  Five programs are scheduled for May and June 
 including:  

 May 7-9 – Public Fleet Management Workshop (Grimsby, Ontario) 

 May 15 – Delta Force Readiness! Developing Tomorrow’s Elite 
Corps of Public Works Leaders (CLL) 

 May 29 – Green Buildings – LEED the Way (CLL) 

 June 12 - Developing a Successful Fleet Replacement Program 
(CLL) 

 June 26 – Municipal Stormwater Self-Audit: A How-To Guide (CLL) 
 

 The speaker handouts for April 9-10 Symposium on Climate Change are 
available on the APWA website. 
http://www.apwa.net/education/symposium.asp. The President-Elect, Noel 
Thompson, is considering the development of a white paper that will state 
APWA’s position on public works’ response to the impact of climate 
change on public works infrastructure and services.  

 
Two of APWA’s most respected experts on leadership and management 
issues, Sue Hann, Deputy City Manager for Palm Bay, Florida and George 
Haines, Director of Operations for the Peregrine Leadership Institute will 
be the speakers for the May 15 Click Listen and Learn called “Delta Force 
Readiness! Developing Tomorrow’s Elite Corps of Public Works Leaders.” 
 
Masters Degree in Public Works Program: The University of Upper Iowa is 
in the process identifying courses and instructional designers for their 
Masters Degree in Public Works online curriculum. APWA is also 
exploring other universities potentially willing to develop Public Works 
Masters Degree online programs. Our agreement with Upper Iowa is not 
exclusive and there would be benefit from having more than one university 
program established. 

 
 FY 2009 Education Program calendar: In late May, we will be sending to 

the Technical Committees, for final comment, the recommended list of 15 
topics for the Click Listen and Learns and the proposed individual topics 
for the web-based series on sustainability. Then, program dates will be 
assigned and the Calendar published sometime in June. 

 
 5. Technical Committee on Sustainability – The committee discussed the  
  memo received from Larry Frevert.  A task force is being put together to  
  discuss sustainability issues raised by all of the technical committees.   
  Each committee is asked to appoint a task force member by May 20.  One 

http://www.apwa.net/education/symposium.asp


  of the charges of the task force will be to make recommendation to the  
  board on adding a new technical committee.  After much discussion, the  
  committee asked Neil Grigg to be the representative.  Neil is already  
  studying sustainability issues as part of his research at Colorado State.   
  Gordon will send the appointment information to Larry Frevert and copy  
  Larry Woodlan. 
  Action item: Gordon to advise Larry Frevert that Neil Grigg will  
  represent the E & T committee on the sustainability task force. 
 

  6. Discussion of topics for possible submission as Education sessions for  
  Congress 2009 - Topics discussed for guaranteed sessions in 2009 included: 

 
 HAWK Signalization – Richard Nassi, City of Tucson, AZ   
 Warm Asphalt – Laura Cabiness  
 Sustainability – Dean Lehman and Gary Stockhoff 

 Action item: Continue on the next agenda 
 

   7. New Business – Dave Orr, LTAP, introduced himself to the committee.   
 

 
   

The next conference call is Monday, June 9, 2008 at 11:00 Pacific, 12:00 
Mountain, 1:00 Central 2:00 Eastern Daylight Time 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:42 pm Central Daylight time. 


