
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Friday, February 29, 2008 

KCI Airport Holiday Inn Express, Kansas City, MO 

 

PRESENT: Larry Woodlan, Chair  Patty Hilderbrand, At Large Director 

  Gordon Daring  Gary Stockhoff 

  Dean Lehman   Neil Grigg 

  Laura Cabiness  Patricia Kutt, Director of Education 

  Connie Hartline, Publications Manager 

  President Larry Frevert Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison 

 

ABSENT: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 

 

1. Larry Woodlan, Chair, convened the meeting at 8:05 a.m.  Introductions were  

 made.  Ann Daniels reported that Carol Estes hopes to return to work on March 6 

following successful knee replacement surgery. 

 

2. The meeting summary from the January 14, 2008 conference call was reviewed and 

approved with the addition of Gary Stockhoff being listed as present for the call. 

 

3. Patty Hilderbrand, At Large Director, gave an extensive report of the actions taken 

at the February meeting of the Board of Directors.  She shared information about 

the six subcommittees formed at the Board level to review various issues of the 

Board; the First Time Member Campaign, upcoming workshops, and several other 

items of interest.  She also shared information from the AGC meeting she attended 

as the Board liaison to that group and asked the members to send her any ideas for 

“think tank” issues that might be presented to the House of Delegates. 

 

4. Patricia Kutt, Director of Education, joined the meeting and reviewed the three 

topics for Click, Listen & Learn sessions that had been selected for further 

discussion from the list submitted by the committee, staff liaisons, members of the 

Education committee and Education department staff.  They included: 

  1. New uses of cell phones, PDA, GPS, Virginia Pilot 

  2. Sustainability practices 

  3. Alternate project delivery systems 

 

 The discussion of the first topic indicated several points which might be discussed: 

- Cell phones have often been found to be the only technology 

available for use in emergencies since radio frequencies are assigned 

to specific departments 

- Blackberries frequently lose signals 

- There are political and liability issues 

- Database organization could be helpful 

 

Items discussed on topic 2 included: 

- Sustainability is probably too broad a topic for a 2 hour format 

- There are so many practical things happening in the field that 

change how you approach a design aspect or operations 

- The session should be designed to talk to the practical changes 

needed to deal with the actual changes to the environment 



- Sustainability should be implemented at the technical level. 

- A suggestion was made that Sustainability could be the overall topic 

with each Technical Committee providing an example of the impact 

in their specific area 

 

Committee members agreed that the first topic would be acceptable to them as the 

E&T priority topic for the upcoming fiscal calendar. 

 

As an FYI, Larry Woodlan provided details of the HAWK program that the 

committee has suggested, indicating it focuses on a variety of ways to move people 

through traffic.  Tucson, AZ has an outstanding system that could be the basis for 

the content. 

 

Patricia provided information about the Web training series that might be offered 

on Green Retrofitting.  She also distributed the draft guidelines for determining the 

need and value of a Certificate program.  Committee members shared information 

that some of the terminology of the Construction Inspector certification has legal 

implications, such as “inspector” should be replaced with “monitor, observer, or 

representative”; “As-built drawings” should be “record drawings”.  She included 

updates on other upcoming education programs. 

 

 

5. Larry Woodlan led the members through a review of the 2007-08 Business plan.  

Clarification was provided by Patty and Ann on the role of the committee as 

reviewer of the EJCDC report and the role of APWA as an observer only for the 

EJCDC document preparation.  The members discussed the possibility of 

developing model language for “indemnification which would keep from negating 

professional insurance”.  By general consent, after the clarifications, the committee 

will continue to monitor the reports from John Nowak, APWA representative to 

EJCDC.  Carol Estes will be asked to re-send the latest report from John’s meeting 

attendance. 

 

6. A discussion ensued about ways to get information from the national committee to 

the chapters.  The current methods of communication were reviewed and it was 

agreed there needs to be more effort on the part of the chapters and the delegates to 

utilize the information provided to them.  Patty Hilderbrand will discuss the 

possibility of pulling a list of chapter officers or committee chairs with the 

responsibility of monitoring Engineering and Technology issues from the chapter 

websites with the IT Department so that information could be forwarded to them 

directly.  Gordon Daring reminded the committee members that information can be 

pulled directly from the E&T web pages for use as their meetings.  The members 

will also begin a monthly posting to the infoNOW community to offer updates to the 

members for use in their chapter meetings, as well. 

 

7. Connie Hartline joined the meeting to review the status of revisions to the two 

publications, “Roadway Maintenance Guide” and “Management of Construction 

Practices”. 

 

Dean Lehman reported on his continuing review of “Roadway Maintenance Guide”, 

indicating there should probably be a revision or rewrite.  Gary Stockhoff indicated 

his review of “Management of Construction Practices” publication looks as if there 



are mainly housekeeping issues and minor revisions.  A summary of what needs to 

be done should be compiled.  A review of the inventory of each publication indicates 

they are each being printed on an “as needed” basis and so a rewrite/revision/major 

update to each would be acceptable at any time. 

 

The issue will be discussed again on the April conference call. 

 

8. Larry Woodlan announced he would be unavailable for several of the remaining 

conference calls for the year and that Gordon Daring has agreed to act as the 

Moderator for the conference calls in Larry’s absence. 

 

9. Each of the committee’s Advocacy and Guidance statements were reviewed.  No 

changes were recommended.  Statements reviewed included: 

  Qualifications Based Selection of Professional Services Consultants 

  Responsible Charge of Public Works Projects 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Requirements for the Public Right- 

 Of Way 

Professional Liability Insurance 

Metrication 

ASCE 38-02 Standard Guideline for the Collection and Depiction of Existing 

 Subsurface Utility Data 

 

Gordon asked that Carol be certain the ADA statement listed on the web site is the 

most current one adopted by the committee and the Board. 

 

10. Ann reviewed the plans for the committee meetings at Congress and the members 

chose to have their meeting on Saturday afternoon from 1:00 – 4:00.  Dean Lehman 

will not be attending Congress. 

 

11. Following a break for lunch, discussion of items to be included on the Business Plan 

for 2008-09 was held and a draft document was agreed upon.  It will be reviewed at 

each upcoming meeting and finalized at the August meeting in New Orleans. 

 

12. Articles for the upcoming issue of the Reporter were reviewed as follows: 

  “Levee Certification for FEMA’s Flood Maps” – William Meyer, Brett 

   Howey   RECEIVED 

  “Drainage Infrastructure & Hazards Inventory” Elise Moore, Hernan,  

   Aristizabal, Chris Christensen  RECEIVED 

  “Hot Tap Triumph” – Joe Fennell  RECEIVED 

  “Warm Asphalt” – Laura Cabiness  RECEIVED 

  An article on a “Green” topic – Dean Lehman  Coming 

  “HAWK” signals – Richard Nassi, Michael Barton RECEIVED 

  

 Deadline for receiving the articles is April 15. 

 

13. Topics discussed for possible submission as Education sessions for Congress 2009 

 to be held in Columbus, Ohio were as follows: 

 

  HAWK Signalization – Richard Nassi, City of Tucson, AZ 

  Warm Asphalt – Laura Cabiness 

  Sustainability – Dean Lehman and Gary Stockhoff 



   (consider a panel and invited Facilities and Grounds to partner) 

 

Other topics may be added with the final selection being made prior to the adoption  

of the Business Plan. 

 

14. President Larry Frevert joined the meeting in late afternoon and shared the 

progress being made on his presidential priorities.  He suggested the committee 

members might want to divide the chapters into groups and make personal contacts 

with each to see if they have an Engineering and Technology Committee and obtain 

contact information, if available. 

 

15. Discussion was held concerning the feasibility of establishing a Sustainability 

subcommittee, chaired by a member of this committee, but which would include a 

member from each of the nine technical committees, with the goal to provide a 

thorough discussion of Sustainability across public works.  It is a possible a Web 

series might be developed or a publication produced.  Further discussion will be 

held in April. 

 

16. Gary Stockhoff asked if there was committee consensus to develop an APWA 

position statement which would support the ASCE contention that a Masters Degree 

should be required before a PE exam could be taken.  By General Consent, the 

answer was a resounding No. 

 

17. Ann Daniels reviewed the Guidance document prepared for committees to use if 

they are interested in developing a Certification program.  She indicated the 

information would be available for their review and discussion at such time as they 

have a program in mind. 

 

18. There were no items of new business for discussion. 

 

19. The March conference call will NOT be held so the next conference call will be 

scheduled for Monday, April 14, at 11:00 a.m. Pacific/12:00 Noon Mountain/1:00 

Central DAYLIGHT/2:00 Eastern time. 

 

 

 

 

 


