
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

November 6, 2008 
 
Participants: Laura Cabiness, Chair 
 Patty Hilderbrand, Director-at-Large 
 Sherri McIntyre, Member 
 Brian Usher, Member 
 Sherri Zimmerman, Member 
 Dave Orr, LTAP 
 Paul Klope, ACEC/APWA liaison 
 
Absent: Dean Lehman, Member 
 Bill Reichmuth, Member 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Kathy Dotson, Staff 
   
  
  

1. Call to order – Laura Cabiness called the meeting to order at 1:00pm 
Central time.   

 
2. Review of meeting Summary 10/2/2008 – The meeting summary was 

approved   
 

3. At-large Director Report –Patty Hilderbrand reported that membership 
now exceeds 29,600. The Never Been A Member campaign continues 
through December 31.  The Board has a retreat scheduled to focus long 
term issues.  It will be held in Chicago this Friday through Sunday.  They 
will be discussion long range planning, the Sustainability Task Force 
report, and America 2050.  What do we see as the major APWA issues of 
the next 20 to 30 years?  They will be establishing a framework for the 
upcoming strategic plan.  The Board plans to do a self assessment.   

 
4. APWA/ACEC Partnership – Patty talked about her role as liaison to 

ACEC and AGC.  Paul Klope is the new liaison.  Paul discussed the 
partnership and what had taken place over the last several years.  It was 
decided that a joint work program might accomplish more than a 
partnership agreement.  Several possible projects were discussed 
including: 



 Developing a model emergency contract or procedure for obtaining 
services.  This could be a joint project with the Emergency 
Management Committee 

 Developing a 360 degree evaluation process for consultant 
selection and project evaluation.  Patty explained that it involves 
evaluation of a project by all participants.  A subcommittee could be 
used to involve more participants 

 Developing a Green Scorecard.  It would look at how the consultant 
operates and if they use green tools such as electronic plans, 
meetings, and recycled materials 

Action item: Continue discussion of projects on the next agenda 
 
5. Education Report – Sherri Zimmerman and Kathy Dotson updated the 

committee on education activities.  The October 22 Porous Pavement 
CLL, had 170 participating sites.  The evaluations were very positive.  The 
first in the Sustainability web-based training series had 61 registrants. It 
was very well received by the participating sites. The next program in the 
series will be December 11 and is called Sustainability 2: Retrofitting 
Green Design & Standards. 

 
Upcoming CLLs include: 

 Ethics …or Doing the Right Thing on November 13 

 Bridge Maintenance on December 4 

 NPDES Good Housekeeping on December 18 
 

There will be a Construction Inspection Workshop in Philadelphia on 
November 18-20, 2008.  The Masters Degree in Public Administration with 
a concentration in Public Works project is still on target to be implemented 
by Norwich University beginning March 2009. Norwich has offered to allow 
a one-time 30% discount on the public works portion of the coursework to 
one enrollee. The Education Committee has formed a subcommittee who 
will establish criteria and select the individual who will be awarded this 
30% price discount. 
 
Kathy Dotson asked the committee to brain storm CLL topics for the next 
conference call.  Several topics were suggested including: 

 How to explain QBS to elected officials and touch on other 
processes also 

 Use of Mobile Technologies 
 

Action item: Staff will locate the list from last year for previous ideas 
   

 6. Business Plan assignments -  The committee reviewed the current 
business plan assignments to determine if they were on schedule.   

    



 7. Roadway Maintenance Guide Discussion –Dean Lehman was not 
available for the call 

 
  Action item: Keep item on the agenda 
 

8. E & T Survey work plan – The members of the committee discussed the  
E & T survey and some of the things that they have noticed.  Questions 1-
5 concerning Information Resources was discussed by Laura Cabiness. 
Conclusions reached included: 

 Only about 34% of respondents use InfoNOW and some didn’t 
know what it was.  We need to find a way to increase awareness of 
the tool 

 Many respondents use search engines but say that they return too 
much information.  Is it possible to have a “public works” search 
engine?   

 The consensus of the committee is that it would be helpful and 
valuable to have links to information on public works issues & 
information 

 
  Action item: Continue work for the next agenda 
 

 
The next call is Thursday, December 4, at 2:00 pm Eastern, 1:00 pm Central, 
12:00 pm Mountain, 11:00 pm Pacific time. The call adjourned at 2:06 pm 
 
 


