
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

February 19, 2014 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:05 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, February 19, 2014 by Eric Dundee, chair of the Young 

Professionals Network. 

 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, city of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter 

(edunee@cityofmadison.com); Ashley Canton, Otak, Portland (OR), Oregon Chapter 

(ashley.cantlon@otak.com); Joe Primeau, Otak, Portland (OR), Oregon Chapter 

(joe.primeau@otak.com); Caroline Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, Everett (WA), 

Washington State Chapter (ceb@msa-ep.com); Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), KC 

Metro Chapter (tmersmann@olatheks.org); Travis Dutton, Pierce County Public Works and 

Utilities, Tacoma (WA),  Washington State Chapter, tdutton@co.pierce.wa.us ;  Frances Ellerbe, 

Woolpert, Inc., Columbia (SC), South Carolina Chapter frances.ellerbe@woolpert.com. 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves, what Chapter they were from and a brief job description. 

 

 

Minutes 

The minutes from the December 18 meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and 

Chapter liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes 

were officially approved. 

 

 

Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad reported on the latest conference call with the members of the Student Outreach Network.  

The call had been held the previous week. Much progress had been made in getting the newest 

marketing materials on the website. Brad is confident that much of the new marketing materials 

will be available very shortly. 
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One of the items of discussion for the student outreach group was the need to broaden the 

outreach efforts of the group and make creating awareness of public works by students the focal 

point. Making students aware of public works as a possible career becomes the first priority, and 

all the outreach efforts start with that.  Increasing awareness of APWA is the second step and the 

Student Chapters will form after that. 

 

 

2014 Goals 

The group referred to the 2014 goals of the Young Professionals Network.  Eric explained that 

he had put together some goals and they had been reviewed by the group.  The list of goals 

included some ongoing activities as well as expansion of other works.  The goals will soon be 

put on the website. 

 

Eric asked about a way to better identify the Young Professionals Network.  Brad said the YP 

logo and the education track that is used to identify sessions of interest to the younger members 

at Congress were good initial steps.   

 

Eric said the Wisconsin Chapter was having a conference and he thought there should be a way 

to identify the members from the YP segment.   

 

Brad explained to the newcomers on the call that the Young Professionals Network was not an 

official committee of APWA, but rather a working group that came from the Diversity 

Committee.  There is no real budget and there would not be funds available to purchase items 

such as polo shirts or tote bags.  He said he will ask to see if there are any funds available from 

another group that could be used to pay for any sort of promotional materials. 

 

Caroline Barlow suggested perhaps lapel pins, which are popular items at trade shows and 

conferences and meetings.  Brad will research the costs and see if there is any chance that it 

could be funded and then report back to the group in March. 

 

The goals for 2014 are attached as part of the minutes.  

 

Chapter Updates 

Eric said the Wisconsin Chapter is having a “College Day” program at its Spring Conference in 

Milwaukee. There are a number of colleges and universities in the area and the Chapter will be 

bringing in students to get a feel for the public works profession, APWA and the Wisconsin 

Chapter. 

  

Also attached is the flyer from the Colorado Chapter’s kick-off meeting for its Young 

Professionals group. 



Old/New Business 

Brad said the Young Professionals page on the APWA.net website had the minutes of previous 

meetings up to date.  There was also now a link to Work Zone, a listing of positions available in 

the public works profession.   

 

Eric commented that Amanda Millirons, one of the members of the Young Professionals 

Network, had been as a recipient of the prestigious 2014 Jennings Randolph International 

Fellowship.  Millirons, from the Florida Chapter, will attend and be a presenter at an 

international public works conference in New Zealand. 

 

 Brad reminded the members that they should pay attention to the deadlines for the various 

national committees. Here is a link to the nominations announcement on the National website.  

The deadline for the committee nominations is April 1. 

 

http://www.apwa.net/Media/2014/2/14/Call-for-Nominations-for-Committee-Appointment 

 

It was brought up that certain marketing materials, such as the article in the February issue of 

The Reporter, were a big help in promoting the young professionals work. Caroline had written 

the article and Brad mentioned he had gotten many positive comments about the article. Eric will 

be using some of that article to prepare a piece for the Wisconsin Chapter newsletter. 

 

A PDF of the article is attached. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, March 19. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:38 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
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