
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

July 18, 2012 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 4:04 p.m. (EDT), on Wednesday, July 20, 2012 by chairman Chas Jordan. 

 

Participants in the call were: Chas Jordan, City of Largo (FL), Florida Chapter; Caroline 

Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc., Everett (WA), Washington Chapter, Amy Blaida,            
Reynolds Smith and Hills, Inc., Orlando (FL), Florida Chapter, Brandi Allegood, Reynolds, Smith 

and Hills, Inc. Tampa (FL), Florida Chapter, Mitchell Hoeft, City of Golden Valley (MN), Minnesota 

Chapter, Manny Belen, City of Memphis (TN), Tennessee Chapter.  

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Welcome 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been mailed to all members of the group prior to this 

call. Brad Patterson had facilitated the previous meeting when Chas was not available.  Chas 

asked of there were any questions and there being none, the minutes were officially approved. 

 

 

Congress Update 

The first part of the discussion centered on the activities coming up at APWA’s Congress and 

Exposition in Anaheim. The Young Professionals Network meeting is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. – 

10 a.m. Sunday, August 26. Brad reminded the members that the meeting would start as soon as 

possible after the First-Timers breakfast was over and the meeting would be over by 9:45 a.m. at 

the latest to allow members to get to the Opening Session of Congress that morning. 

 

One item on the agenda for this meeting was to open up the group any topics for the meeting in 

Anaheim. 

 

Chas said he would open the meeting that day and would briefly explain what the YP Network 

was all about and how it had come to where it is now. 

 

Brandi Allegood thought a quick description of what has worked well in attracting and engaging 

young professional members in some Chapters, as well as some input on programs or projects 

that have NOT worked well would be helpful. 



Chas agreed with that assessment, pointing out that many of those in attendance at the meeting 

have not been participating on the conference calls and would be receptive to hearing ideas that 

they could take back to their Chapter. 

 

Caroline Barlow said she would like to see a presentation or know about any presentation that 

someone has made that has had career development as a topic for young professionals. The 

others on the call were in agreement that was a topic of interest. 

 

Brandi suggested getting an idea from those in attendance at the meeting of their use of social 

media. She said she would be interested in how many young professionals in public works use 

Facebook for professional use and how many actively take advantage of scan codes with their 

phone.  

 

“Maybe there is an app(lication) that we all use that somebody at the meeting doesn’t know 

about,” she said. 

 

Brad said that the Chapter Relations Department at APWA had just finished conducting a survey 

for the Colorado Chapter through Survey Monkey that resulted in some interesting results.  He 

asked the members of the YP Network to promote the use of surveys to the other members of 

their Chapters. 

 

Brad reiterated that the Young Professionals Reception will be held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on 

Monday, August 27 at the Anabella Hotel. Chairman Chas Jordan had asked for input from the 

members on the previous call on any “icebreaking” activity that could take place at the reception. 

 

In a previous call, Brandi had suggested that everyone in attendance had make two declarations 

about themselves to the group, one of which would be factual, one would be aspirational. Those 

in attendance would be divided into groups and the group with the most correct answers would 

win a prize. Brad will work on getting a prize and will get the details on how the game works 

from Brandi prior to the reception. 

 

Brad told those participating on the call that in addition to the YP Network meeting and the 

networking reception, there was one other function that they should attend if they were available. 

The Chapter Leaders Forum will be held from 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, August 26 in Room 204C in 

the Anaheim Convention Center. 

 

 

 

 



In addition to some Awards and some round table discussions about topics of interest to all of the 

leaders of Chapters from APWA/CPWA, there will be a panel discussion on topics of involving 

and engaging Young Professionals and on starting a Student Chapter at colleges and universities 

and recruiting student members.  Joy Guinn will report on what the Nevada Chapter has done to 

dramatically impact the number of young professional members in that Chapter and Mitch Hoeft 

will discuss the challenges and successes that have come with beginning a Student Chapter of 

APWA at the University of Minnesota. 

 

 

Young Professionals Website Update 

Brad told the members that he felt confident that there would ‘something’ that he could show at 

Congress regarding the young professionals presence on the APWA.net website.  There will be a 

roster, there will be a list of Best Practices of attracting and engaging young professionals in 

various Chapters and there will be stories and articles written by and about the members of the 

YP group. Brad was hopeful that the young professional part of the website would demonstrate 

that “all the cool kids” were part of the YP Network and that would help Chapters attract 

additional younger members. 

 

Getting all of that on the website has been a slow process due to the volume of work that went 

into getting the website and the 24/7 online Library ready to go live on July 1.  Now that the 

online Library has been launched with very few problems, there is a staff person dedicated to the 

Young Professional page(s). 

 

Brad encouraged those on the call to send photos of events, descriptions of events that take place 

in their chapters or branches and they will find their way onto the website now. 

 

 

New Chair 

Chas announced that he has accepted the position of chair of the APWA National Diversity 

Committee. He would stay on as the head of the Young Professionals Network until after 

Congress. At that time, this group will need a new chairperson. Chas urged anyone interested in 

being the chair to contact Brad prior to Congress. It is not an appointed position by the APWA 

President unless there was some sort of stalemate. 

 

 

Next Conference Call 

With Congress scheduled for August 26-29, there will be no officially scheduled conference call 

for the Young Professionals Network in August. The next call will be held on Wednesday, 

September 19 at 4 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time). Brad will keep the members abreast if any 

other newsworthy items prior to Congress.    



Old/New Business 

There being no further business to come before the board, Chas thanked those who participated 

and adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m. (EDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brad Patterson 

Chapter Membership Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 


