
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

September 17, 2014 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:02 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, September 17, 2014 by Eric Dundee, chair of the 

Young Professionals Network. 

 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter 

(edunee@cityofmadison.com);  Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), Kansas City Metro 

Chapter (tmersmann@olatheks.org); Christopher Gallagher, Town of Westwood (MA), New 

England Chapter (cgallagher@town.foxborough.ma.us); Ashley Cantlon,  Otak, Portland (OR), 

Oregon Chapter (ashley.cantlon@otak.com);  Joe Primeau, Otak, Portland (OR), Oregon Chapter 

(joe.primeau@otak.com); Andrew Parker, City of Dalton (GA), Georgia Chapter 

(aparker@cityofdalton-ga.gov); Andrew Kimmel, Riedesel Engineering, Boise, ID, Rocky 

Mountain Chapter (akimmel@riedeseleng.com);  Kevin Limehouse, Charleston County (SC), 

South Carolina Chapter (klimehouse@charlestoncounty.org. 

 
 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves and to state what Chapter they were from and to give a brief job 

description. 

 

Minutes 

The synopsis from the previous meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and Chapter 

liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes were 

officially approved. 

 

Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad reported that the Student Outreach Network had held its monthly conference call the 

previous week.  Most of the planned presentations and informational sessions that had been 

scheduled by APWA members from various Chapters have been set for October.   
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Brad said that Lauren Behm, the chair of the Student Outreach Network (StudONet), had made a 

short presentation about the group at the Young Professionals meeting in Toronto. There is a new 

PowerPoint presentation available to anyone interested in making a presentation to students at 

colleges and universities. At Congress, Brad said that there had been a great deal of interest 

expressed by APWA board members about the student group and how the board could assist the 

working group. 

 

Here is a link to the Student Outreach Network and to the new marketing materials. 

http://www.apwa.net/outreach/Student-Outreach-Network/ 

 

 

Chapter Updates 

Chris Gallagher reported that the New England Chapter had an event coming up. There had been 

funds left in the original budget and that allowed the New England YP group to hold one more 

event in the fall.  Chris said the New England YP group had “great support” from the Chapter. 

 

Andrew Kimmel said the Rocky Mountain Chapter was having a friendly wager between the 

three states that make up the Chapter – Wyoming, Idaho and Montana.  The winner of the 

contest will be the state that brings in the most new members and certainly some of those new 

members will fit the YP age criteria. 

 

Eric said that the Wisconsin Chapter had discussed implementing a group rate for Young 

Professionals at its Chapter Conference this year, based on the rate APWA National uses at 

Congress.  Eric added that he hopes that reduced rate will become a reality at the Wisconsin 

Conference in 2015. 

 

Andrew Parker asked a question about getting the younger members engaged. 

 

Eric said the Wisconsin Chapter hosts a “First-Timers” reception, much like the First-Timers 

Breakfast that is put on by APWA at Congress. There is not an age distinction made so that any 

younger members in attendance get to meet and mingle with the Chapter board members and 

committee chairs. 

 

Brad said that the Central Florida Chapter was holding its event in November.  He added that 

successful young professional groups are generally based on geography. The Chapters that have 

Branches seem to be able to attract the YP members.  

 

Andrew Parker said that the information that came from the conference call was very helpful. 

The Georgia Chapter board meeting was coming up the following day and he would give a report 

on the young professionals outreach efforts going on nationally. 

http://www.apwa.net/outreach/Student-Outreach-Network/


 

 

 

Congress 2014 

Eric and Brad reported on the young professionals’ presence at the recently completed Congress 

in Toronto.   

 

The only face-to-face meeting of the group took place on Sunday, August 17.  The meeting was 

well attended and focused on discussion of the long-range plans for the group and Chapter 

updates. 

 

The YP Reception was held on Monday night and was very well attended.  There were 

presentations given by some of the members of the young professionals’ network and Eric gave a 

quick review of the presentations and the audience. 

 

Brad reminded those interested in presenting at Congress 2015 in Phoenix that the deadline as 

September 28 and encouraged everyone in the group to send in a submittal. 

 

Brad highlighted some of the statistics that the Congress meeting staff had compiled as it 

pertained to the young professionals segment.  Brad can provide those stats to anyone interested. 

 

 

Congress 2015 

There is real enthusiasm for a joint effort between the Young Professionals Network and the 

Student Outreach Network for Congress 2015 in Phoenix. At least some of the members of the 

group(s) are sending in submittals to present.  The joint meeting should be well attended and 

discussion on some sort of an “event,” in addition to the YP Reception, that could take place. 

 

There has already been discussion of having a YP/Student Outreach Network booth. The booth 

might be just outside the main exhibit floor and could be staffed by younger members who could 

hand out materials and be a focal point for attention from members from every Chapter.  

 

Brad said the first meeting between the host committee and the APWA staff would be held the 

week of September 29.  After that meeting, Brad will have a conference call with the Futures 

Program committee members and start setting up a student outreach effort to make the Futures 

program a big event and begin to set the stage for a major presence for the YP group. 

 

 

2015 Goals 



Brad has attached the 2015 Young Professionals Network goals as part of the minutes. Eric 

asked all members of the group to read through the goals and the group will discuss these goals 

during the October conference call.  Eric said that goals include the goals from previous years as 

well as short-term goals for 2015 and long-term, ongoing goals. 

 

He asked anyone that had a suggestion for additional goals or to revise any of the current goals to 

let him know prior to the next meeting.  

 

Action Item 

 Eric said the Young Professionals Network is looking for volunteers to address some of 

the goals.  Anyone who cannot make the conference calls, but wants to help the YP 

Network achieve certain goals, should contact Eric or Brad. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, October 15. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:52 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 

 

 


