
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

June 18, 2014 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:02 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, July 16, 2014 by Eric Dundee, chair of the Young 

Professionals Network. 

 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter 

(edunee@cityofmadison.com); Marc Frutiger, R&M Consultants, Anchorage (AK), Alaska 

Chapter (mfrutiger@rmconsult.com); Amanda Millirons, City of Palm Bay (FL), Florida Chapter 

(millia@palmbayflorida.org); Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), KC Metro Chapter 

(tmersmann@olatheks.org); Kevin Limehouse, Charleston County (SC) 

(klimehouse@charlestoncounty.org);  
 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  The participants then 

introduced themselves, and stated what Chapter they were from and each gave their job 

description. 

 

Minutes 

The synopsis from the June meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and Chapter 

liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes were 

officially approved. 

 

Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad gave an update on the Student Outreach Network. The student group, made up primarily of 

young APWA members, is designed to help set up Student Chapters within APWA Chapters.  

 

Among the recent developments were that two additional email templates had been produced and 

would soon be on the website.  These templates are designed to make it easy for any APWA 

members that want to start a student chapter to send an email to prospective members who wants 

to start a student chapter or to a faculty member who could be the “champion” of the student 

outreach effort. 
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There have been a number of Chapters that have expressed an interest in getting more aggressive 

at reaching students, and the StudONet group will be following up with particular Chapters. 

 

 

Chapter Updates 

Brad updated the group on some Chapter updates.   

Monterey Bay held its second YP event– the flyer is attached. Philip Edwards had submitted the 

flyer prior to the meeting. 

 

Texas has an active Branch structure, like Florida and some other larger Chapters. Southeast 

Texas Brach has been the real focal point now it is spreading to other Branches.  Brad said that 

the other Branches in Texas are trying to together some sort of a YP Group. The Chapter offered 

a YP registration category with a reduced cost for young professionals. 

 

Amanda then said the Florida Chapter Conference had been held the previous week and had a 

successful Young Professionals reception, with 35 YP members of the Chapter in attendance.  

 

Kevin Limehouse from the South Carolina Chapter was participating in his first conference cal. 

Kevin said the South Carolina Chapter would be having its state wide conference on July 27 – 30 

in Greenville.  The Chapter would be having their first YP group session at the conference and 

Kevin is hopeful of being able to attract a number of young members. 

   

 

 

Congress  

Brad reported on APWA’s Congress and Exposition, coming up on August 17 – 20 in Toronto. 

 

Brad reminded the group of the joint meeting with the Student Outreach Network on Sunday, 

August 17 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 803 A of the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 

 

He said there would be some international guests in attendance.  Some members of the Institute 

of Public Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) will be in Toronto and that someone from the 

group will be in attendance at the meeting. 

 

Attached to the minutes from this conference call is some information from the IPWEA, 

including a framework for the creation of a younger member group as well as an Action Plan for 

the group.  Brad said that in reading through the document, he was struck by how the Australasia 

group had many of the same challenges as did the APWA YP Network in getting younger 

members involved and engaged in the profession as well as in the association. 

 



There are also some members from the Ontario Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North 

America (SWANA) that will be coming to the meeting. Brad said this might result in a few new 

members for the Ontario Chapter and potentially, mean a larger YP presence for the Chapter. 

 

Brad related some conversations that he has had with Canadian Chapters regarding the younger 

members and the challenges of a smaller population in some of the Provinces impacts some 

Chapters as well as the geographical challenges that do not make it easy for younger members to 

get involved in APWA/CPWA. 

   

The Young Professionals Networking Reception will be held at 8 p.m. Monday, August 18. Brad 

said the location would be the Amsterdam Brew House, a venue right on the harbor that leads out 

into Lake Ontario.  A PDF of the invitation to the reception is attached to the minutes. 

 

There are 84 individuals who have registered under the YP designation so far for Congress. Brad 

said that was ahead of last year. 

 

Eric explained the First-Timers Breakfast, set for Sunday, August 17. Eric will get a chance to 

speak chance to briefly speak at that event, which attracts all those attending Congress for the 

first time. Some of them will be young professionals who might be hearing about the Young 

Professionals Network for the first time. 

 

Eric also reviewed the time and date for some of the presentations that will be put on in Toronto 

by Young Professionals Network members and would be of interest to any members of the YP 

group. 

 

Brad said the final Congress directory would include the APWA YP logo next to any of the 

presentations that were part of the Young Professionals education “track.” 

 

Tips and FAQ’s about Congress can be found on APWA.net. 

 

Jennings Randolph International Fellows Report 

It has been noted during previous YP Conference Calls that Amanda Millirons was one of two 

individuals selected to be a Jennings Randolph International Fellow and recently made a 

presentation at the IPWEA international conference on the role of American public works 

professionals as first responders. 

 

Amanda told the group how she got interested in the program in the first place, and went through 

the application process. She was one of two APWA members selected out of 217 applicants.  She 

encouraged others in the YP Network to look into the program. 

 



“All of it was so fantastic,” she said.  “The people, the work, the study. . . I learned so much.” 

 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CDT) on 

Wednesday, September 17. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting.  There will be a call set up for after Congress so any updates for the members can be 

given at that time.  The call will be scheduled after Congress and a notice will be sent out. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:01 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 


