
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

June 20, 2012 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 4:04 p.m. (EDT), on Wednesday, June 20, 2012.  Brad Patterson, the Chapter 

membership Manager for APWA and the staff liaison for the YP Network, called the meeting to 

order and said that chairman Chas Jordan would be unable to participate in the call. 

 

Participants in the call were: Tod Fagan, Laclede Gas Company, St. Louis (MO), Chapter 

Liaison, Missouri Chapter; John Kennedy Westerling, Town of Hopkinton (MA), Chapter 

Liaison, New England Chapter; Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe, (KS), Kanas City Metro 

Chapter, Amanda Millirons, City of Palm Bay (FL), Charles Griffith, Atkins, Scottsdale (AZ). 

 

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Welcome 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been mailed to all members of the group prior to this 

call. Brad asked the group if there were any questions.  There were none. The minutes will be 

officially approved at the next meeting.  

 

Congress Update 

Brad Patterson updated the members of the YP Network on activities at Congress. He said the 

meeting of the YP Network, having been described as a “roundtable” would be held from 8:30 

a.m. – 10 a.m. Sunday, August 26. Brad reminded the members that the meeting would start as 

soon as possible after the First-Timers breakfast was over and the meeting would be over by 9:45 

a.m. at the latest to allow members to get to the Opening Session of Congress that morning. 

 

One item on the agenda for this meeting was to open up the group any topics for the meeting in 

Anaheim. 

 

Those participating on the call had suggestions for some topics which ranged from the need for 

any YP Group to partner with other organizations in order to broaden the networking 

opportunities for the members. Amanda suggested that the young professionals of a chapter of 

APWA or a branch should try to schedule a function(s) with the local young professionals of the 



American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) for example.  Tod Fagan of the Missouri Chapter 

said the St. Louis Branch does that. He thought that was an effective way to bring more 

individuals together. 

 

Tod also said the Missouri Chapter and branches are involved with a number of community 

outreach projects.  He cited a specific example of the YP group working with a community food 

shelter. He said activities like that seemed to be a good way of promoting APWA and the YP 

group and in developing relationships with other organizations. That provides more networking 

opportunities for the members. 

 

All on the call had examples of community service efforts done by a YP Group.  It was agreed 

that some sort of roundtable discussion about community service projects and the opportunities 

those provide should be a part of the YP meeting. 

 

In a response to a question from Brad regarding engaging and retaining new members who join 

APWA and come to a regular meeting or attend a young professionals’ event, Charles Griffith 

related how a New Member Breakfast has been effective in Arizona.  The new member is 

welcomed and asked what activities they are most interested in and what sort of committees 

would they be most interested in serving on and are introduced to that committee chair. 

 

The new Member Breakfast is another idea that will be suggested for the meeting in Anaheim.  

The agenda for the meeting will be finalized during the July Conference Call. 

 

Another agenda item was to get suggestions from the members for an “icebreaking” activity at 

the YP reception. The Young Professionals Reception will be held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on 

Monday, August 27 at the Anabella Hotel. Chairman Chas Jordan had asked for input from the 

members on the previous call.   

 

Amanda Millirons related an idea that she had been involved with at another meeting. 

Participants had to determine which of two statements made by others from the group were true 

or aspirational.  The group who gets the most correct would win a prize. 

 

Amanda related some examples of a statement that was true and one that was aspirational – as in 

the person HOPES to do that someday. 

 

On a previous call, Chas Jordan said that at last year’s reception, each person in attendance was 

encouraged to meet with as many people as possible in certain amount of time and the person 

would collect a playing card from the individual they met. At the end of the meeting, the player 

with the best poker hand won a prize. 

 



Brad encouraged the members of the YP Network to contact him with any other ideas. He would 

submit any ideas out to the rest of the membership. 

 

Next call 

The next regularly scheduled conference call for the Young Professional Network will be 

Wednesday, July 18 at 4 p.m. (EDT).    

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. (EDT). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 

Chapter Membership Manager 

 


