
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

October 17, 2014 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:06 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, October 17, 2014 by Eric Dundee, chair of the Young 

Professionals Network. 

 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison, WI, Wisconsin Chapter 

(edunee@cityofmadison.com); Conrad Leger, BETA Group, Inc., Norwood, MA, New England 

Chapter cleger@beta-inc.com; Christopher Gallagher, Town of Foxborough, MA, New England 

Chapter (cgallagher@town.foxborough.ma.us). 

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves and to state which Chapter they were from and to give a brief job 

description. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes from the September the May conference call meeting had earlier been sent to all of 

the members and Chapter liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion 

and the minutes were officially approved. 

 

 

Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad gave an update on the Student Outreach Network. The student group, made up primarily of 

young APWA members, is designed to help set up Student Chapters within APWA Chapters.  

 

Brad had attended the first meeting of what hopefully will become the APWA Student Chapter at 

the University of Missouri – Kansas City.  UMKC was the site of the original student chapter. 

The chapter had become dormant in the last few years and there is some renewed enthusiasm. He 

said the presentation attracted 10 ASCE students.    
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Brad will be sitting in on a presentation made by members of the Kansas Chapter to ASCE 

students at the University of Kansas on October 24. The Kansas Chapter has been making a 

presentation that explains what public works is all about, the job opportunities that exist, and a 

Chapter member from the private side and one from the public side detail some of the projects on 

which they work. APWA membership is offered, membership material is left with the students, 

and the students have the opportunity to interact with the public works professionals.  The 

PowerPoint presentation used by the Kansas Chapter members is available on the APWA.net 

website. 

 

Brad said that that the Tennessee Chapter Conference had just taken place and the incoming 

President had set out a goal for each of the four branches of the Chapter to make a school visit 

and start one student Chapter per branch. 

 

The group agreed that this was a terrific opportunity for the Tennessee Chapter to become a 

leader in student members and student chapters.  Brad will reach out to Ken Donaldson, the 

incoming Tennessee Chapter President to offer the support of the Student Outreach Network. 

 

Brad said that the president of the Indiana Chapter was coordinating a presentation to the 

students and interested faculty sponsors at Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis 

(IUPUI) in late October. The opportunity to make the presentation has come after the Indiana 

Chapter had been a supporter of the annual IUPUI Science Foundation Golf Outing for the past 

couple of years. That planted the seed for a student chapter. 

 

The Student Outreach Network was prominently displayed at the recent Washington State 

Chapter Conference.  Lauren Behm, the chair of the National student group, is also chairing the 

Chapter’s Student Outreach committee.  She spoke to the general membership meeting about the 

efforts of the student outreach group. 

 

 

Chapter Updates 

New England - The summary of the New England Chapter’s most recent event is attached.  

There were approximately 60 individuals that attended the New England event, including 26 

Young Professionals who had never attended an APWA event before.  Membership applications 

were presented to those individuals and it will be easy to track when and if any of those 

prospects become members. 

 

Florida – Amanda Millirons sent in a report. Two of the branches in the Florida Chapter will be 

hosting YP events within the next month. 

 

Nevada – The Nevada Chapter YP group got together for a minor league baseball game and 

raised money for an award sponsorship, hosted a fall mixer, held their bi-monthly golf outings 

and will be having community service projects in the fall.  

 

 



Wisconsin – Eric said the Wisconsin Chapter is working toward offering a young professionals 

rate at every conference.  

  

There was discussion on how to better make it affordable or make the approval process easier for 

the younger members to attend events like a Chapter Conference. Eric said that Wisconsin was 

promoting the YP group to supervisors and manages and urging them to let at least one younger 

member of their team come to the event. 

 

Congress 2015 

Discussion took place about the presence of the Young Professionals Network at Congress 2015 

in Phoenix.  Brad will be having a conference call with the chair of the 2015 Futures Program 

that involves bringing in students to a day at the convention.  The Futures program plans should 

include some sort of connection with the Student Outreach Network, the group agreed. Brad will 

keep everyone updated on the progress and the plans for the Futures program. 

 

Brad said his sense was that there will be a booth for the Young Professionals and for the Student 

Outreach Network that can be manned by volunteer members. At this point, it is difficult to plan 

much more.  There has been talk of perhaps a member of the YP Group or Student Outreach 

group could be a part of an opening session program, featuring Anita Rhodes, for example.   

 

He will keep the group updated on the status of any presentations that be selected as part of the 

YP track.   

 

YP Goals 2015 

Eric had put together the goals for 2015 for the group and had updated the on-going goals and 

the 2014 goals.  Brad will make any edits necessary and get them onto the YP page on the 

APWA website. 

 

The goals had been sent to the entire Young Professionals Network for comment. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Student Outreach Network will be held at 11:00 a.m. (PDT), 12 Noon 

(MDT), 1:00 p.m. (CDT) and 2:00 p.m. (EDT) time on Wednesday, November 12.   

 

Adjournment  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m. CDT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brad Patterson 

APWA Chapter Membership Manager 
 

 


