
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

September 25, 2013 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, September 25, 2013 by chair Eric Dundee. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Amanda 

Millirons, City of Palm Bay (FL), Florida Chapter;  Blake Grappe , UreTek Gulf Coast, Houston 

(TX), Texas Chapter; Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), KC Metro Chapter; Paul 

Ryckbost, CH Guernsey, Oklahoma City (OK), Oklahoma Chapter.  

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves, what Chapter they were from and a brief job description. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes from the August 25 meeting in Chicago had been sent to all of the members and 

Chapter liaisons of the Young Professionals earlier.  There was no discussion, and the minutes 

were officially approved. 

 

Congress 

Eric and Brad reviewed the young professional involvement in APWA’s International Congress 

and Exposition, held in Chicago on August 25-28. Eric commented on the number of younger 

APWA members that were in attendance at the First Timers Breakfast, and said there were 

approximately a dozen members who attended the meeting on Sunday.  Monday night’s 

reception at Buddy Guy’s Legends drew a crowd of more 130, including members of the APWA 

National board. 

Brad reported that the APWA board is a strong proponent of what the YP group is doing and is 

encouraging all Chapters to increase outreach efforts toward this group. 

Eric and Therese were joined by APWA Quebec Chapter member Rylan Wadsworth and the 

three made a presentation on the Wednesday morning of Congress. Their presentation – 



“Growing up in Public Works – A Young Professional’s View” was very well received, 

according to Brad. 

Overall, Congress was a success for APWA, according to Brad. He encouraged all of the YP 

members to start the process early of getting on the approved list to travel to Toronto.   

 

Student Outreach Network 

Eric was a participant on the first Conference Call meeting of the Student Outreach Network, the 

new group formed to promote and strengthen Student Chapters and increase the numbers of 

student members in APWA.  

The student outreach group is patterning itself in some ways after the Young Professionals 

Network. It is not an official committee of APWA, rather a working group of members interested 

in seeing more APWA student chapters formed. 

Lauren Behm of the Washington State Chapter is the first Chair of the Student Outreach 

Network. She is also a participant in the Young Professionals Network. 

Brad alluded to a great deal of marketing material that was available.  He said that although there 

are two separate groups, the crossover and synergy between the young professional group and 

the student outreach group would be both useful and necessary.   

It was requested that Brad send the marketing materials to the members and Chapter liaisons of 

the Young Professionals Network and the materials are attached as part of the minutes. 

There was discussion on the web presence for the Young Professionals Network.  The 

WeArePublicWorks.org site seems to be a good fit and as well as the APWA Linked-In page. 

Brad said he would promote the use of those avenues for the young professionals and for the 

members of the Student Outreach Network to share ideas and interact. 

 

Website update 

Brad said for the present time, the Student Outreach Network materials would be found on the 

Young Professionals page.  There is some shuffling of the materials available on the YP page 

related to student chapters and student membership going on now.  The new Student Chapter 

toolkit needs to be uploaded. Brad will keep the members of both the YP group and the Student 

Outreach Network updated on the progress of making the adjustments. 

Eric addressed some of the goals he had for the Young Professionals Network for 2014.  He had 

prepared a list of short- and long-term goals that he and Brad had discussed.  The first goal was 



to direct someone to “steer” the YP webpage.  At the Chicago meeting, Dorothy Bergesen of the 

Texas Chapter said that she had someone she could contact about being a main point of contact 

for the YP web presence. Brad will follow up with her. 

Eric also wants to put together a group to guide the LinkedIn and WeArePublicWorks.org social 

media outlets.  Brad said that the social media presence for the Young Professionals Network 

could be much improved.  

Eric also asked for a volunteer to put together a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page for 

Branches and Chapters on how to start a young professionals group. He said he had been asked 

at Congress by a few Chapter representatives just that question and that it would help to have 

something to provide to the Chapters. 

Amanda Millirons volunteered to write the FAQ’s.  Brad will send her the basic background 

information he sends to anyone from a Chapter who requests information about the YP efforts. 

A long-term goal for Eric is to promote young professional members to national committees and 

subcommittees.  In almost every conference call, the members of the YP Network have been 

encouraged to get involved in their Chapter and to actively seek national committee assignments. 

One ongoing goal was getting additional White Papers written for the YP page.  There are 16 of 

the Write Papers on the page now.  Anyone that has a topic they wish to write on can submit it to 

Eric or to Brad. 

Eric reviewed some of the 2013 goals, most of which are either ongoing or have been completed. 

He thanked the members of the group for their efforts. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CDT) on 

Wednesday, October 16. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, Eric thanked those who participated 

and adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 


