
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

June 18, 2014 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:02 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, June 18, 2014 by Eric Dundee, chair of the Young 

Professionals Network. 

 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter 

(edunee@cityofmadison.com); Ashley Cantlon, Otak, Portland (OR), Oregon Chapter 

(ashley.cantlon@otak.com); Travis Dutton, Pierce County Public Works and Utilities, Tacoma 

(WA), Washington State Chapter (tdutton@co.pierce.wa.us); Philip Edwards, Butano 

Geotechnical Engineering, Freedom, (CA), Monterey Bay Chapter (philip@butanogeotech.com);   

Marc Frutiger, R&M Consultants, Anchorage (AK), Alaska Chapter 

(mfrutiger@rmconsult.com); Chas Jordan, City of Largo (FL), Florida Chapter 

(cjordan@largo.com);  Michelle Peters, MWH Americas, Las Vegas (NV), Nevada Chapter 

(michelle.a.peters@mwhglobal.com);  Joe Primeau, Otak, Portland (OR), Oregon Chapter 

(joe.primeau@otak.com);  

 
 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves and to state which Chapter they were from and to give a brief job 

description. 

 

Minutes 

The synopsis from the May meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and Chapter 

liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes were 

officially approved. 
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Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad gave an update on the Student Outreach Network. The student group, made up primarily of 

young APWA members, is designed to help set up Student Chapters within APWA Chapters.  

 

He reported that the Student Chapter at the University of Minnesota had brought in 19 new 

members this year and now has 44 student members – by far the largest and most active student 

chapter ever. There have been 10 students that have been placed into full-time jobs within the 

public works profession as well as three students who have gotten internships. 

 

The Washington State Chapter had welcomed 40 students to its Spring Conference and is in the 

process of working with three universities and one technical school to reach out to as many 

prospective APWA members as possible. 

 

Eric described how the Wisconsin Chapter is also inviting students from colleges and 

universities near where the Chapter is holding a conference and how the Chapter invites students 

to attend part of the conference and interact with the members. 

 

Brad said the Iowa Chapter will be working with Iowa State University and will start the entire 

effort in the fall.  During the last call, Jeremy Huntsman added that he has contacts there at that 

there are other APWA members that are associated with the university.  

 

Also during the last StudONet call, Melissa Jucha of the Colorado Chapter said that Chapter’s 

group was gearing up for the fall semester as well.  There had been an article about the Student 

Outreach Network in the spring newsletter of the Colorado Chapter.  

 

Joe Primeau and Ashley Cantlon described an event that had been held at Portland State 

University that involved engineering students. The Oregon Chapter had a chance to meet with 

some students and at least introduce APWA and the public works world to some students. 

Perhaps most importantly, Joe said, they did have a chance to at least connect with some faculty 

members that might help start a student chapter in the future. 

 

 

Branding 

Eric reviewed the “branding” of the Young Professionals Network.  The YP logo and name is 

now three years old and it has taken time to build brand awareness.  Now many APWA members 

are at least aware of the Young Professionals Network.  Some of the Chapters think that the 

‘Young” in the title creates a little confusion. The subjective term of “young” might even cause 

some members who are within the age range to reconsider attending an event.  

 

Many Chapters are now calling their young members group the “Emerging Professionals” or 

“Emerging Leaders,” with no mention of Young. 

 



Discussion took place and almost everyone weighed in.   

 

Chas Jordan was the first chair of this group when it became a steering group from the Diversity 

Committee. One of the reasons that the term Young Professionals was used was to avoid any 

confusion with the Emerging Leaders Academy, a year-long education session for young APWA 

members. 

 

Travis Dutton said the Washington State Chapter had been using “Emerging Professionals” for 

almost two years. The Chapter is working on an infographic to be on the website to better 

explain the group and its purpose. 

 

Joe said that there was almost a “push back” from some members when the idea of a “young” 

professionals group was set up. 

 

Philip Edwards from the Monterey Bay Chapter reported that while that Chapter was using the 

YP logo and calling their first event a gathering of the Monterey Bay Young Professionals, he 

said the term Emerging was being used as well. 

 

Brad said that the idea would be discussed at the face-to-face meeting in Toronto at Congress.  

After that meeting, he would send out a blast email to members asking for their input on whether 

to change the name or not.  He said there might be a way to combine the terms.  He suggested 

perhaps keeping the National group as the Young Professionals, keeping the YP logo and 

building on the branding that has already been done and then suggesting, even encouraging 

Chapters to use the “Emerging” term. He said it seems like the younger members join at the local 

level, not at the National level, and that could alleviate the confusion. 

 

 

Chapter Updates 

Nevada –Michelle Peters reported that the Nevada Chapter held a fund raising event in May at a 

minor league baseball game featuring the Class AAA Las Vegas team.   She said almost 100 

people attended and the event raised funds for the group to hold some additional activities. In 

addition, there were about 30 – 40 younger members that attended the YP event at the Chapter’s 

Spring Conference.  Two attendees participated in the YP Social Media contest at the contest. 

 

Monterey Bay – The first event for the Chapter’s younger members was being held this night 

(June 18).   Philip Edwards said he hoped to find out if there were some additional younger 

members who might want to get involved in the Chapter and APWA.  The flyer used to promote 

the mixer is attached. 

 



Alaska - Marc Frutiger was in on his first conference call and he said he would be trying to set 

up some young professionals’ events for the fall.  The Alaska Chapter does not have scheduled 

meetings during the summer months. 

 

Brad and others offered Marc any assistance he might need, understanding the challenges that 

the Alaska Chapter faced when trying to attract new members. The population base is not huge, 

and there are geographical challenges. 

    

Texas- Brad provided an update from Dorothy Bergeson of the Texas Chapter. Texas is having 

its annual Conference this week and YP group there is very active. There is a special rate for 

registration for anyone under the age of 35 and a reception for the group and a “Pub Crawl.”   

 

Oregon - Ashley Cantlon said that the Oregon Chapter’s younger members will be putting 

together an adult kickball team. Brad related that some other Chapters had gotten into a league 

like that and it had been very successful.  Ashley added that a mailing list had been compiled of 

younger members that might want to get involved in the Chapter’s activities.  

 

Wisconsin – Eric said the Wisconsin Chapter held a “First-Times” event at its conference, much 

like the First-timers Breakfast held at the National Congress.  Brad said this is a great way to 

interact with all new members, not just the younger members. The new members get a chance to 

ask questions and get a grasp on what the Chapter is all about. 

 

Eric added that the YP group is in charge of putting on the summer event for the Chapter.  He 

said that helps the Chapter leadership get to know some of the younger members and to 

understand the YP group is important. 

 

Florida – The YP group is big in Florida.  Chas Jordan said that the Chapter had reduced the day 

rate for the upcoming conference, which seems to attract some additional younger members. 

Younger members sometimes have difficulty in getting approval to attend an event like the 

Chapter Conference, so a one-day attendance is more palatable. The reduced rate makes it even 

more appealing for those younger members and for their employers. 

 

Congress  

Brad reported on APWA’s Congress and Exposition, coming up on August 17 – 20 in Toronto. 

 

Brad reminded the group of the joint meeting with the Student Outreach Network on Sunday, 

August 17 at 8:30 a.m. 

 



Eric and Therese will be part of two presentations, both concerning the young professionals and 

how the generations are interacting in the public works profession.  One presentation will be on 

Monday, August 18 and the other is on Wednesday, August 20. 

 

Chas Jordan will be presenting on “Executive Soft Skills for the Public Works Professional at 

3:45 p.m. on Tuesday, August 19.   Brad also pointed out a couple of other presentations that are 

sponsored by the Diversity Committee that might be of interest to the younger members.  

 

The Young Professionals Networking Reception will be held on Monday, August 18. Brad said 

the location would be the Amsterdam Brew House, a venue right on the harbor that leads out into 

Lake Ontario.  He also said that it was not finalized yet and no contracts had been signed. 

 

Tips and FAQ’s about Congress can be found on APWA.net. 

 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, July 16. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:01 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 


