
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

November 20, 2013 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 by chair Eric Dundee. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter 

(edundee@cityofmadison.com); Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), KC Metro Chapter 

(tmersmann@olatheks.org);  Caroline Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc., Everett (WA), 

Washington State Chapter (Caroline.Barlow@msa-ep.com); Blake Grappe, Uretek ICR Gulf 

Coast, Houston (TX), Texas Chapter (blakeg@uretekicr.com ); Chris Krueger, City of Clayton 

(MO), Missouri Chapter (ckrueger@claytonmo.gov ); Brock Beran, Trekk Design Group LLC, 

Omaha (NE), Nebraska Chapter (bberan@trekkdesigngroup.com ); Amanda Millirons, City of 

Palm Bay (FL), Florida Chapter (millia@pbfl.org);   Chas Jordan, City of Largo (FL), Florida 

Chapter (cjordan@largo.com);  Lindsay Pike, TRI-Products LLC, Watertown (MA), New 

England Chapter (lpike@triproductsllc.com);  Pamela Weimer, Chapter Administrator, Littleton 

(CO), Colorado Chapter (bdweimer@msn.com ).  

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves, what Chapter they were from and a brief job description. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes from the October 16 meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and 

Chapter liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes 

were officially approved. 

 

Review of Goals 

Eric reviewed some of the 2013 goals, most of which are either ongoing or have been 

accomplished. He thanked the members of the group for their efforts.  Brad has attached the 

Goals page for the YP group that will soon be on the Young Professionals web page.  Both Eric 

and Brad thought that a prospective member that might be interested in getting involved in 

APWA and in the Young Professionals Network would want to know what the group is all about 
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and any accomplishments.  Brad said he had a meeting with the APWA National Software 

Design & Support team to get the goals page put together and he hoped it would be available 

online quickly. 

 

 

Website Update 

Brad reported that the infoNOW community for the Young Professionals was now operational.  

He asked those on the call to check to see if they could view the infoNOW community and to 

start or continue a conversation if they could in order to help drive awareness of the online 

presence.  

 

 

Chapter Updates 

There were updates from several Chapters that were represented on the call. 

 

Pamela Weimer, the Colorado Chapter administrator, said she had a meeting the following day 

with two members of the Chapter who have been given the responsibility of starting a Young 

Professionals group in that Chapter. 

 

Brock Beran will be the President of the Nebraska Chapter in 2014 and the young professionals 

segment will get increased attention in that Chapter. 

Caroline Barlow, also a member of the National Diversity Committee, is passing along the YP 

responsibilities to another member of the Washington State Chapter. 

The New England Chapter has put a line item in its budget for funding of specific Young 

Professional events.  The YP group has also formed its own hierarchy, with a chair and other 

officers being named.  Lindsay Pike will be the liaison to the National YP Network. 

Brad said that he had just been in New England for that Chapter’s annual planning meeting and 

he remarked to the members there that New England was setting a standard for how to create a 

young professionals group and on how to spark interest and engage the younger members. 

Eric explained what the Wisconsin Chapter was doing to get younger members to attend the 

Chapter Conference.  The Chapter had a First-Timers meeting at the conference, which helped 

engage the new members right away and the Chapter is also looking into a discounted rate for 

not only young professionals who attend the conference, but also considering an incentive for 

regular members. A member who brings a young professional member will also receive a 

discount on the registration fee.    



He related that at the most recent conference. Linda Petelka, the Region V Director, was in 

attendance. Linda said that the Ontario Chapter already has a system in place where by the young 

professional members pay what a retired member pays for the conference. 

Brad suggested that those on the call pass that idea along to their respective Chapters. 

A related note from Wisconsin Chapter is that it now is making an effort to reach college 

students in whatever college or university is close to the site of the Chapter Conference. 

Presentations about the public works profession can be made before, during or after the 

conference and the students have an opportunity to interact with public works professionals. 

Amanda Millirons said the branch system in the Florida Chapter was the key to the young 

professional involvement. Geography of the state makes it very difficult for the YP members of 

the Chapter to get together face-to-face. The branch system allows local meetings and social 

events, which attract the younger members. 

Amanda added that the Central Florida branch also invites members of other groups that are not 

APWA members to some events, hoping to introduce them to the organization. 

Blake Grappe said the branch system in the Texas Chapter was also instrumental in helping get 

young professional involvement.  He said that the Southeast Texas Branch had experienced good 

results in holding join meetings with other organizations. 

Caroline Barlow said the Washington State Chapter was also setting up officer roles and 

responsibilities for the Young Professionals group.  That will help disperse the work roles. She 

said there would be a focus on technical tours for the group. The Chapter is also  

   

New/Old Business 

Brad said there had been a good response to the survey of the Young Professionals Network and 

those APWA members who registered for Congress 2013 under the YP designation. There had 

been 60 respondents to the survey just prior to the call.  In the Works, the weekly email 

correspondence from APWA National to the entire APWA membership will have a mention of 

the survey in the November 25 edition. There will also be a request for anyone that fits into the 

YP category to please take the time to fill it out. A link to the survey will be.  Brad will share the 

results of the survey with the members of the YP Network when it is closed. 

There is also now a link to the survey on the We Are Public Works page.  

Lindsay Pike suggested that the contact information – email addresses of those on the call - be 

provided for easier communication.  Brad has attached the email addresses with the list of 

participants in the call and will continue to do that each month. 

 



Amanda Millirons said she was working on the Frequently Asked Questions document that can 

be distributed to anyone that would want to know how to start a Young Professionals group in 

their Chapter. She had hoped to have that done before this call. She will keep Eric and Brad 

updated. 

 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, December 18. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:52 

p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 

 

 


