
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

March 19, 2014 2014 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, March 19, 2014 by Eric Dundee, chair of the Young 

Professionals Network. 

 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter 

(edunee@cityofmadison.com);  Amanda Millirons, City of Palm Bay (FL), Florida Chapter ( 

(millia@palmbayflorida.org);  Frances Ellerbe, Woolpert, Inc., Columbia (SC), South Carolina 

Chapter, frances.ellerbe@woolpert.com; Michelle Peters, MWH Americas, Las Vegas (NV), 

Nevada Chapter; michelle.a.peters@mwhglobal.com Philip Edwards, Butano Geotechnical 

Engineering, Freedom (CA), Monterey Bay Chapter,  philip@butanogeotech.com; Caroline 

Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, Everett (WA) Washington State Chapter,             

ceb@msa-ep.com;  Christopher Gallagher, Town of Westwood (MA),   

cgallager@townhall.westwood.ma.us;  

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves and to state what Chapter they were from and to give a brief job 

description. 

 

 

Minutes 

The minutes from the February meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and Chapter 

liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes were 

officially approved. 
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Recognition 

Eric recognized the achievements of one of the Young Professional Network members – 

Amanda Millirons from the Florida Chapter.  Amanda was one of two individuals that were 

chosen as Jennings Randolph International Fellows for 2014.  Amanda will conduct a topical 

public works study tour of New Zealand and will present at the Institute of Public Works 

Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) Conference in Auckland. She will discuss the role of public 

works professionals as First Responders. 

 

Amanda explained how the application process works and what she hoped to accomplish from 

the event.  She said that if anyone had any questions for her, they could connect her directly. 

 

Brad added that there was a story about the Jennings Randolph program and on the two 

recipients in the March issue of The Reporter magazine. 

 

Brad said it was the right time to point out that many individuals that have been members of the 

Young Professionals group since its inception had won awards, nationally, as well as in their 

respective Chapters and several are serving on National and Chapter committees.  He urged 

those on the call that if they had interest in being a part of a National committee, the deadline for 

applications is April 1.   

 

Here is a link to the committee nomination form. 

http://www.apwa.net/Media/2014/2/14/Call-for-Nominations-for-Committee-Appointment 

 

 

International Partnerships 

In the past two weeks, Eric and Brad have begun a dialogue with the IPWEA, which is getting its 

young professionals organization moving forward.  There is a desire to share information 

between the APWA’s YP Network and the International group. 

  

Here is a link to the young professionals segment of the IPWEA organization. 

http://www.ipwea.org/YoungIPWEA/home/ 

 

Brad said that the CEO of IPWEA would be in attendance at Congress in Toronto and that he 

would be given an invitation to attend the YP meeting on Sunday, August 17.  

 

Congress Attendance 

Brad asked who among the group definitely would be at Congress. He is planning on having a 

joint meeting with the Student Outreach Network on Sunday, August 17. 
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The Young Professionals Networking Reception will be held on Monday, August 18. Brad said 

there were two locations that were being considered. He would keep the group informed as the 

budget was firmed up and the initial proposals were received.  

 

The speakers at Congress have been announced.  The Opening Session Keynote Speaker is Chris 

Hadfield, the former commander of the International Space Station.  He is also known as the first 

person to send Tweets from space. 

 

Ian Hill will speak about what he has learned about Leadership from the Canadians on Tuesday 

and renowned futurist Alex Steffen will address those in attendance on Wednesday. 

 

 

Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad reported on the latest conference call with the members of the Student Outreach Network.  

The call had been held the previous week. The marketing materials that were produced by the 

2013 Emerging Leaders Academy are now on the website. 

 

Here is a link to the page which has all of the new marketing materials: 

http://www.apwa.net/outreach/Student-Outreach-Network 

 

He will also attach to the minutes two options for a “House Ad’ that could be run in The 

Reporter about the Student Outreach Network.  The house ad has the link to the StudONet web 

page. 

 

 

Old/New Business 

Brad had prepared some ‘Talking Points’ about the young professionals group for the Executive 

Director and Regional Directors to have when speaking at Chapter functions.   Once those have 

been approved, he will send a copy to the group. 

 

 

Brad referenced an article that had appeared in the January edition of The Reporter on the 

outreach efforts aimed at the young professionals and on the efforts of the YP group and the 

Student Outreach Network.  The article had been written by Caroline Barlow.  Brad said that he 

had heard a number of positive comments about the article and had fielded requests for 

additional information from Chapters and individuals that wanted to reach out to the younger 

members and prospective members within the public works profession. 

 

Eric added that he had personally gotten inquires about the Young Professionals Network 

activities since the article came out. 
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Brad said he would make a PDF out of the Reporter article and would send that to all Chapters to 

ensure that the Chapters have an understanding of what is going on at the National level. 

 

 

Brad wanted to get some input from the group as to their thoughts on an idea that might help 

Chapters and individuals share information.  Part of the challenge with some Chapters trying to 

get a YP group going is geographical.  Some Chapters are larger in area and it is difficult to get 

the younger members together and in some instances, the younger members have a more difficult 

time getting through the approval process at their place of employment to attend a Chapter 

conference or a national event.  The Washington State Chapter was looking into the idea of semi-

regular online YP events or web-broadcasted panels or speaker events for its Emerging 

Professionals.  The concept of “TED Talks” was brought up. 

 

Caroline said that the geographical layout of the members of the Washington State Chapter were 

a challenge. The members are located in the Puget Sound area (Seattle and Tacoma), across the 

state in Spokane or in the southern part of the state (Vancouver), and that made getting together 

for face-to-face meetings was difficult. 

 

The Ted Talks featured experts to share information on a wide variety of topics. Originally it 

centered on Technology, Entertainment and Design (TED) and took place in major conferences. 

The talks went online in 2006 and it allows people from all ages and backgrounds to share 

knowledge and ideas. 

 

Brad has been in contact with Travis Dutton of the Washington State Chapter. Travis said that 

any long distance education and training opportunities would be welcome for most of the 

younger members.   

 

Those on the call were generally in favor of at least looking into this type of program. Brad said 

there was no budget attached to it at this point, but said he would research what options thee 

might be and report back to the group when he has some additional information. 

 

Brad will stay in contact with the Washington State Chapter to see what sort of program comes 

out of the emerging professionals group there. 

 

 

Frances Ellberbe from South Carolina represents the South Carolina Chapter and had a question 

about what constituted the age range for “Young Professionals.”  At the National level, the 

typical description had been APWA members that were “35 years of age and younger and/or five 

or less years of experience in the public works profession.” 

 



It was unanimously agreed by everyone on the call that all young professionals or “Emerging 

Professionals” groups should not be limiting their attendance strictly based on age.  It was 

pointed out that a member who was 40 years of age or older but was new to the public works 

field could benefit from what the YP groups were offering in terms of education and training.  

 

Brad told Frances that many Chapters had someone who had the task of actively seeking out 

younger members and getting them involved in the Chapter activities. That person did not have 

to fit into the age range. 

 

Philip Edwards was on his first conference call. He represents the Monterey Bay Chapter.  He 

had a question about the actual name of the group. Many Chapters had gone to an “Emerging 

Leaders” description rather than using the word ‘Young.’ 

  

Caroline said the Washington State had formed an “Emerging Leaders group and said they had 

not wanted to restrictions on who could get involved. 

 

Most of those on the call thought “Emerging” professionals that would be more appropriate.  

There may be individuals that might be reticent about joining a group of “young” professionals. 

 

Brad said that had been discussed.  The Young Professionals Network only came into its own as 

of December of 2011 and that the group was trying to build up some equity in the name and the 

YP logo.  He said that the Emerging Leaders’ name was good and that he thought that eventually 

that this group might end up changing the name. 

 

 

Chapter Updates 

Brad said that the New England Chapter had an event coming up in April.  Attached are some of 

the marketing materials for that event, an educational workshop featuring a nationally known 

speaker on generational issues, Lauren Stiller Rikleen.  Ms. Rikleen is the author of “You Raised 

Us – Now Work With Us.’ 

 

Christopher Gallagher said that the New England Chapter YP Group is expecting 35 – 40 

younger public works professionals to attend the event. He said that the New England group had 

attracted interns those already in the work force, and that the private sector seemed to be well 

represented.  The public sector is what he said needed additional outreach effort. 

 

Christopher said that the YP group wanted have a presence at the Chapter’s spring and summer 

conference and maybe even have a fall event. 



He added that the New England Chapter young professionals seemed to be the most interested in 

just learning about public works as a profession and how to achieve some sort of Work – Life 

Balance. 

 

Brad said that The New England Chapter had really made recruiting and engaging the young 

members a priority and that the Chapter had been very supportive of the YP efforts. The New 

England group has its own young professionals’ board and responsibilities. 

 

 

Caroline Barlow said the Emerging Leaders in Washington had also established officers to 

interact with the younger members.  She also gave a quick update on the efforts to form a 

Student Chapter at Gonzaga University in Spokane.  She was trying to get a “succession” plan 

going at Gonzaga so that the student chapter did not wither and cease existing when the current 

group of students graduates. 

 

Michelle Peters said the Nevada Chapter YP group was planning to host a Poker Tournament at 

the Chapter’s Spring Conference and is planning on an outing for the YP group to the local 

Minor League baseball team’s game this summer as a fund-raiser. 

 

 Brad notes that in the minutes from a meeting of the Ventura County Chapter, that 

Chapter’s YP committee was holding an event at the Discovery Bowling Center.  Brad 

will reach out to the Chapter president to see how that event went. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, April 16. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 


