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MINUTES 

February 15, 2012 

 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Steering Committee was 

called to order by Chas Jordan at 3:15 p.m. (EST) on February 15, 2012. 

 

Member participants present:  Chas Jordan, City of Largo, Florida Chapter; Amanda Millirons, 

City of Palm Bay, Florida Chapter; Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe, Kansas Chapter; Laura 

Kroeger, UDFDC, Colorado Chapter. 

 

Welcome 

Chas Jordan chaired the meeting. He welcomed the group and thanked everyone for their 

participation. He said that he had received emails from two members prior to the meeting who 

were going to be unable to participate. 

 

Minutes from the Jan. 18 Conference Call had been distributed prior to this call. There being no 

questions, the minutes were approved. 

 

Logo 

A logo for the Young Professionals group had been discussed in previous meetings and the 

members all had seen the latest examples. Members had been given the opportunity to give their 

input prior to the conference call meeting and the logo that was on the left side of the examples 

that had been sent to the members prior to the conference call had been voted for by two 

members.  Chas Jordan said that APWA National has certain branding guidelines and there are 

restrictions on how the logo can be used. Initially, APWA’s national staff had put together some 

examples, and there were several other examples submitted.  The final two versions were the 

only ones that met all of the APWA requirements for brand consistency. The group voted to 

approve the logo that will be attached with the meeting minutes.  Chas thanked everyone who 

offered suggestions and examples, saying it had helped the national staff come up with the final 

version. 

 

The group also determined not to have a specific color scheme for the logo. APWA has 

guidelines on colors and shades, and Brad will attach the various color options to this report.  

The decision was based on the question as to why limit the colors when the logo will most likely 

be used in a variety of ways. This provides many more options. 



Mission Statement   

In a previous meeting, discussion had taken place about the mission statement for the steering 

committee. Amy Tabor, from the Nevada Chapter, had suggested that the group keep the mission 

statement that was brought forward from the Subcommittee on Bridging the Generations that 

was a part of the Diversity Committee – where the YP Group had been formed. APWA Chapter 

Membership Manager Brad Patterson, the staff liaison to the YP Group, had also brought to the 

group a Mission Statement that he had found in researching young professionals’ organizations.  

After a brief discussion, Chas made a motion for the group to adopt the Mission Statement that 

the YP group had carried forth from its inception under the Diversity Committee umbrella. The 

mission statement was approved.   

 

The mission statement for the Young Professionals steering committee is:  

 

“To recruit, develop, connect, empower and retain young professionals in APWA through 

increased opportunities and resources to enhance their professional development and success 

within the association and the public works industry.” 

 

On related topic, Chas reminded the group that the tagline “Bringing You The Next Generation 

of Public Works,” had been approved by the members of the committee during the last 

conference call. 

 

 

Brad Patterson, the staff liaison for the YP Group, then provided some updates.  

 

An infoNOW Community will be set up for young professionals. APWA's infoNOW 

communities are email networks consisting of public works professionals (based on subject area) 

who share questions, answers and real-life experiences. Examples of the “communities” that 

attract members with specific areas of interest include Fleet, Transportation, Canadian Public 

Works and Government Affairs.  Members can post a question on any topic relating to public 

works and most likely, another member will be able to help with an answer. All APWA members 

may search and read the entire infoNOW archive, however, APWA members must subscribe to 

an infoNOW community in order to post a message to that community.  The group decided that 

the YP “community” would a private one, which will require members to have a password.  Brad 

said that there was basically just one additional administrative step from APWA’s IT department, 

and that was assigning passwords and making certain that when someone leaves the 

organization, that they lose the privileges of getting to the infoNow community.  The set-up of 

the infoNow community is on the list of projects the IT department has. Brad did not give IT a 

specific deadline for completion of the project.  He will provide the members with updates when 

he has additional information. 

 



The steering committee roster will be listed on the Leadership Directory in the Members Only 

section of the apwa.net website.   Any APWA member that has participated in the conference 

calls will be listed as a member.  At a later time, if the members so choose, a more specific 

definition of the membership can be implemented. 

 

In addition to the members already having participated in the Conference Calls, there will be 

chapter liaisons added to the roster.  Each Chapter has been requested to appoint a liaison to 

various National Committees (Transportation, Fleet Management, Education, Emergency 

Management, etc.). Anyone who is named to be a Chapter liaison will be added to the chapter 

roster. 

 

Brad is compiling a Best Practices for attracting and engaging Young Professionals members. 

All Chapters will be able to look at the best ideas, activities, events and success stories from 

other chapters.  Brad will send that out to the committee members to review and comment on 

prior to that getting onto the APWA website. 

 

Congress Activities  

APWA’s International Public Works Congress and Exposition will be held from August 26-29 in 

the Anaheim (CA) Convention Center.  The meeting of the Young Professionals Steering 

Committee will be held from 8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 26 in Room 209Bof the Anaheim 

Convention Center. The meeting will be held immediately following the First-Timers breakfast 

event that morning.  The Opening General Session is scheduled to start at 10 a.m. and everyone 

involved in the call agreed that the YP meeting needed to be over well before 10 a.m. to allow 

the YP members to get to the opening session. 

 

“We don’t want any of the YP activities to interfere with the real reason the young professionals 

come to Congress in the first place,” said Chas.  

 

Laura Kroger related her first experience with attending Congress and all of those on the call 

agreed that getting the younger members of the public works profession to Congress in the first 

place was important, and that it was vital that they had the opportunity to experience all 

Congress has to offer. 

 

The YP reception, a networking opportunity for the members, will be held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on 

Monday, Aug. 27. The APWA meeting planners have more than one location in mind, but no 

final decision has been made. Brad will have the location of the reception and the sponsorship 

details shortly and will get that information to the members. 

 

APWA board members have been invited to the reception and the invitation for an executive 

committee member come to the YP meeting on Sunday morning has been extended. 



 

Chas offered to compose an email (or letter) that would reinforce the invitation. That could go 

out later this spring.  Brad will work with Chas on getting such an invitation to the board 

members. 

 

The group discussed how to best attract additional younger members to Congress and to the 

various events. Laura’s suggestion of putting a small YP logo next to certain education program 

descriptions in the official program was well received by the group.  Brad will research how that 

can happen. The group will determine which programs might get the “stamp,” of being part of a 

young professionals track at Congress.    

 

Old/New Business     

The group directed Brad to work with the APWA website designers to get some new photos in 

place to represent the committee. There are stock photos that are currently being used on the 

Young Professionals Group page on the Get Connected part of the APWA website.  Chas 

emailed a link to some photos from a mixer held by the West Coach Branch of the Florida 

Chapter for APWA YP members and non-members. Other members of the group were 

encouraged to send any photos they might have from an event.  There may be a place on the 

website where there could be a number of photos from YP activities all over the country.  Brad 

will research that possibility as well.  

 

The next conference call for the Young Professionals Steering Committee will be held on 

Wednesday, March 21 at 3 p.m. (EST).  An agenda will be sent to the members of the group a 

few days prior.  Anyone with new business that they wish to be made part of the agenda should 

contact Chas or Brad.  

 

There being no further business to come before the group, Chas Jordan adjourned the meeting at 

3:54 p.m. (EST). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 

Chapter Membership Manager 

 

   

 

 

  

  

 



 

 

  


