
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

May 16, 2012 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order by chairman Chas Jordan at 4:04 p.m. (EDT), on Wednesday, May 16, 2012. 

 

Participants in the call were: Chas Jordan, City of Largo (FL), Florida Chapter; Eric Dundee, 

City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Tod Fagan, Laclede Gas Company, St. Louis (MO), 

Chapter Liaison, Missouri Chapter; John Kennedy Westerling, Town of Hopkinton (MA), 

Chapter Liaison, New England Chapter; Stacey Harding, District of West Kelowna, B.C., 

Chapter Liaison, British Columbia Chapter; Bill Shunk, Mark Thomas & Co., Sacramento,(CA), 

Chapter Liaison, Sacramento Chapter.  

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Welcome 

Chas Jordan welcomed everyone to the call. He said he was glad to hear some first-time 

participants on the call.  

 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been mailed to all members of the group prior to this 

call. Chas asked if there any additions or clarifications needed to be made to the minutes. There 

being none, the minutes were approved as mailed. 

 

Awards 

Prior to the meeting, Eric Dundee of the Wisconsin Chapter had asked that YP Awards be an 

agenda item. Chas asked Eric to begin the discussion. 

 

Eric said the Wisconsin Chapter is looking for ways to adequately recognize young professionals 

working the public works profession.  The winners do not have to be APWA members, but Eric 

said that this type of recognition should at least bring some of the honorees into APWA. 

 

Eric added that the Wisconsin Chapter has an established, active scholarship program, which has 

evolved to make sure scholarships went to students with an interest in public works. 

 



“We are trying to recognize someone who is doing something really well in public works,” Eric 

said. He used as an example someone who has five years or less of experience in the profession 

and “who creates a new efficiency for a department or has a major responsibility for a big 

project.” 

 

Eric said that the Chapter had looked closely at the APWA National Award and would try to 

perhaps pattern their award after it. 

 

John Kennedy Westerling discussed what the New England Chapter does and Chas laid out what 

the Florida Chapter’s Young leader Award is and how the winners are determined. 

 

Chas suggested that maybe having a pool of applicants would help. His suggestion was to 

perhaps have five nominees and spotlight one a month on the Chapter website or in a newsletter 

and then give the winner some added publicity. 

 

Bill Shunk of the Sacramento Chapter said they gave out 9-10 scholarships a year to college 

students to further their education.  Brad said that many Chapters had some sort of scholarship 

program, but he did not know of any Young Professionals ‘Award” program. 

 

Chas made one last suggestion to Eric that if this program is done correctly, the recognition for 

top young professionals in the profession should be more than just a plaque. He thought that 

proper recognition would attract more attention and hopefully attract more quality young people 

into the profession. 

 

Brad said he would do some additional research and see if any other Chapters had such an award 

program for Young Professionals. If he comes up with any information, he will share with Eric 

and the rest of the group. 

 

 

Congress Update 

Brad Patterson updated the members of the YP Network on activities at Congress. He said the 

meeting of the YP Network, having been described as a “roundtable” would be held from 8:30 

a.m. – 10 a.m. Sunday, August 26. Brad reminded the members that the meeting would start as 

soon as possible after the First-Timers breakfast was over and the meeting would be over by 9:45 

a.m. at the latest to allow members to get to the Opening Session of Congress that morning. 

 

Brad confirmed that the Young Professionals Reception will be held from 7:30 – 9 p.m. on 

Monday, August 27 at the Anabella Hotel. The contract was signed this week. He also reported 

that the sponsorships had been agreed to by the same companies that had sponsored the event last 

year in Denver.  



 

YP online 

In addition to the section of the APWA.net website dedicated to the Young Professionals, Brad 

said there were plans to get more pictures from events on the site and to add the latest stories 

from Bridges – the online publication for Chapter leaders – onto the site.  He also reported that 

the roster is updated on a regular basis. Long-range plans are to be able to add “pages” whenever 

necessary from Chapter events – such as mixers, social activities, luncheon meetings, etc.  The 

more exposure the YP group can get, the more likely the group will be to attract more members.  

 

Old/New Business 

John Kennedy Westerling of the New England Chapter asked if the Young Professionals Group 

should be promoted at upcoming House of Delegates meetings. Chas thought the YP Network 

group should focus its efforts on Congress, where they could really attract a great deal of positive 

attention. 

 

Next call 

The next regularly scheduled conference call for the Young Professional Network will be 

Wednesday, June 20 at 4 p.m. (EDT). An agenda item that Chas asked the group to give some 

thought to networking activities at the reception at Congress. He related that last year, almost on 

the spur of the moment, the group decided to give each one in attendance a playing card. The one 

that came up with the best poker hand after getting cards from others they interacted with at the 

event won a prize.   

 

The second agenda item Chas wanted to discuss on the June 20 call was some items for the 

round-table discussion at Congress. The YP Meeting will be held at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, August 

26, immediately following the First-Timers breakfast. The round-table discussion will ideally 

have a small number of items that could have a significant impact on the APWA Young 

Professionals Network. Chas asked those on the call to be thinking of some items for the round-

table prior to the next call. 

 

There being no further business to come before the group, Chas thanked those who participated 

in the call, and said he was especially pleased that there were some members who were on the 

call for the first time. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:32 p.m. (EDT). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 

Chapter Membership Manager 


