
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

October 16, 2013 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, September 25, 2013 by chair Eric Dundee. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Therese 

Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), KC Metro Chapter; Michelle Peters, MWH Americas, Inc., Las 

Vegas (NV), Nevada Chapter; Caroline Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc., Everett 

(WA), Washington State Chapter; Edward Bond, City of Memphis (TN), Tennessee Chapter; 

Dorothy Bergesen,  Freese and Nichols, Inc., Houston (TX), Texas Chapter.  

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them for their participation.  He then asked all participants 

to introduce themselves, what Chapter they were from and a brief job description. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes from the September 25 meeting had been sent to all of the members and Chapter 

liaisons of the Young Professionals earlier.  There was no discussion, and the minutes were 

officially approved. 

 

Review of Goals 

A set of goals for the Young Professionals Network is attached to the minutes of the meeting. 

This document includes goals that had been suggested by Eric for the current year and a brief 

status report is attached to each of those goals. Goals for the remainder of 2013 and for 2014 are 

on the list and the group discussed priorities and for the current year and into the future. 

As an example of how the goals were determined, Eric said that he had questions at Congress 

from members of other Chapters basically asking, “How do I start a YP group in my Chapter?”  

He thought a basic FAQ sheet would help more Chapters at least start the process. 

Some of the highlights and action items from the goals: 



 Amanda Millirons volunteered to prepare a FAQ document.  Brad has sent her the basic 

background information he sends to anyone from a Chapter who requests information 

about the YP efforts. 

 Eric asked the group to be conscientious about driving the conversation about the Young 

Professionals Network and about topics of interest to younger APWA members on the 

WeArePublicWorks.org page and on the Facebook and Linked-In page.  Some of those 

on the call have already posted on the page about some of the discussions that were held 

during this call.  Brad stressed that it was a much more effective message coming from 

the younger members, rather than being staff driven. 

 Dorothy Bergesen will be in contact with some of the volunteers from the Southeast 

Branch of the Texas Chapter who might be interested in helping the social media efforts.  

She asked for some clarification about the extent of the involvement of these volunteers. 

Brad said he wanted the volunteers to provide input and some guidance as the web 

presence increases. He added that there are experienced professionals on staff at National, 

but that the input from the volunteers will be used to determine if the web presence of the 

young professionals is on the right track. Dorothy will get back to Brad with anything she 

finds out about a potential volunteer.  

 

Eric brought up an idea that the Wisconsin Chapter was considering implementing.  Many 

Chapter Conferences (as well as the National Congress) have a discounted payment structure for 

Young Professionals.  The requirements might differ, but the idea is the same – hopefully attract 

younger members who ordinarily might not be able to come to a conference. The idea that 

Wisconsin is considering is a reduced rate for a current member who brings a Young 

Professional member to the conference. The member has an incentive to bring a younger 

member because it will cost the member less. He asked if any Chapters had any type of program 

like that.   No one knew of that sort of promotion at their own Chapter Conference.  Brad will 

research the issue and query the Chapter Leaders to determine if this was an idea that was worth 

pursuing. 

Dorothy related that the Texas Chapter Conference would offer a special YP registration fee for 

the first time next spring. 

Brad said that there was an idea to use the sheet of goals as more than just an email attachment to 

the members.  Eric had suggested dressing it up a bit, using the YP logo on the document. One of 

the APWA Marketing Department staff members thought it could be used as a promotional tool 

– demonstrating the successes and activities of the Young Professional Network.   The document 

would eventually end up on the Young Professionals webpage and interested members or 

prospective young members – could see what the organization is all about.   



Brad will keep the group posted and will send out any options that the marketing department 

comes up with and he will solicit input from the members.  

There was a discussion about using Facebook versus Linked-In for promotion of the YP group 

and for announcements and for conversations about public works topics.  It was agreed that all of 

the avenues should be used to promote the group and its activities.  Certain Chapters use one or 

the other, but most Chapters seem to use all of the options.  

A long-term goal for Eric is to promote young professional members to national committees and 

sub-committees.  In almost every conference call, the members of the YP Network have been 

encouraged to get involved in their Chapter and to actively seek national committee assignments. 

Eric related that he has been named to the National Professional Development Committee by 

APWA President Ed Gottko. 

One ongoing goal was getting additional White Papers written for the YP page.  There are 16 of 

the Write Papers on the page now.  Anyone that has a topic they wish to write on can submit it to 

Eric or to Brad. 

Eric reviewed some of the other 2013 goals, most of which are either ongoing or have been 

completed. He thanked the members of the group for their efforts. 

 

Chapter Updates 

There were updates from several Chapters that were represented on the call. 

Michelle Peters related that the YP Group in the Southern Branch of the Nevada Chapter 

attracted 44 individuals to a minor league baseball game, featuring the Class AAA Las Vegas 

51’s. She also said the group had been part of a joint Habitat for Humanity community service 

event with ASCE (American Society of Civil Engineers).   The Northern Brach of the Nevada 

Chapter also held a YP mixer at the state conference. 

Dorothy reported that the in her local branch, the APWA young professionals held a joint Happy 

Hour with other organizations, such as ASCE and AWWA (American Waste Water 

Association).   

Caroline Barlow said the Washington State Chapter’s state conference held a 3-on-3 basketball 

tournament that attracted many younger members.  The YP also was involved in a joint outing 

with AWWA and PNCWA (Pacific Northwest Clean Water Association).  

 

 



New/Old Business 

Caroline Barlow suggested that all graduates of the Emerging Leaders Academy be given an 

invitation to participate in the Conference Calls. Brad said that was a very good idea. He will 

coordinate with the staff at National so that all graduates will receive background information on 

the YP group and background information as they graduate. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, November 20. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 3:42 

p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 

 

 


