
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

January 16, 2013 

 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, January 16, 2013 by chair Eric Dundee. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Caroline 

Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc., Everett (WA), Washington Chapter;  Julie Piacentini, 

Town of Brookline (MA), New England Chapter; Beth Richards, Iowa State University, Ames 

(IA), Iowa Chapter; Pam Weimer, Colorado Chapter administrator, Littleton (CO); Mitchell 

Hoeft, City of Golden Valley (MN), Minnesota Chapter; Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe 

(KS), KC Metro Chapter; Andy Phillips, EJ, Houston (TX), Texas Chapter (Southeast Texas 

Branch); C.J. O’Neill, Town of Matthews (NC), North Carolina Chapter; Chris Krueger, City of 

Clayton (MO), Missouri Chapter. 

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Introductions 

After basic introductions by the members on the call, Eric welcomed everyone and thanked them 

for their participation. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes for the December call were approved as submitted.  All members of the group 

should have received a copy. 

 

Student Contest update 

Eric asked Caroline Barlow to update the group on the status of the proposed student contest idea 

that ideally will end up with dozens of APWA Student Chapters at colleges and universities all 

over North America participating in a contest revolving around a project that would ultimately 

improve the campus. 

 

Caroline gave a brief recap of how the idea came about. She and Mitchell Hoeft of the Minnesota 

Chapter were discussing the challenges and opportunities in forming student chapters.  The 

Student Chapter at the University of Minnesota is the most successful and largest ever. 



Caroline and Mitch came up with the idea of having some sort of a contest that would rival the 

Concrete Canoe contest that is offered by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) on 

many college campuses each year. 

 

Caroline is working with Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA to set up a Student Chapter.  The 

idea of a contest came out of the need for a student organization – such as an APWA Student 

Chapter - to “bring something to the campus.”  A contest that would award a project that helped 

solve a problem, meet a challenge, beautify or help make the campus better in any way should 

address the need to bring something to the campus when Chapters begin trying to set up APWA 

Student Chapters. 

 

Caroline met some of the Gonzaga students at a Washington Chapter conference and now has 

about 10 individuals interested in starting a Student Chapter.  

 

APWA’s Emerging Leaders Academy is examining how to increase the number of student 

chapters and using the results of their year-long study in its final project.  There is obviously a 

way to use the contest idea as part of the ELA final report, and to use the ELA’s work in the 

efforts to build more student chapters. Brad will stay in touch with the APWA staff members 

who are connected to the emerging leaders group and Caroline has a contact from the 

Washington Chapter that is a member of the ELA Class of 2013. 

 

Those on the call agreed that a big step in the development of the student chapters and in getting 

the contest going was the support of the local Chapter.  It was agreed that it would not be a 

requirement for an entrant into the competition to be an official APWA Student Chapter but 

would have to have the support of the local Chapter. Mitch pointed out that some of the funding 

might come from the local Chapter. It was Mitch that suggested that a “requirement” be that each 

entrant had to have at least one advisor from the local APWA Chapter. 

 

Caroline has a brief presentation on the contest idea that she has prepared. She sent the 

presentation to Brad, and he will put it on the APWA Young Professionals website to as a 

beginning of the promotion for the contest concept.  The slides will become part of the 

“standard” presentation that APWA staffers give to go through all of the services, activities and 

resources available at National.  Brad is working on a story for Bridges – the online publication 

for APWA Chapter Leaders – that will be in the February issue.  He will contact Kevin Clark, 

the Editor of The Reporter, the APWA’s official publication to get a story in (he hopes for the 

August issue, right before Congress). 

 

It is most likely too late to have an official “presentation” made at Congress in Chicago (August 

25 – 28), but a presentation could be made at the Chapter Leaders Forum and/or at the Young 

Professionals meeting. 



  

It became the general feeling of the group that the contest idea could be piloted in the fall of 

2013 or in the spring of 2014.  Long-range goal for the contest is to have at least a few entrants 

in the fall of 2014. 

 

Brad said that the Concrete Canoe contest had ‘intramural’ competitions for a few years in the 

1960’s. The first intercollegiate event was held in 1971 when two schools (University of Illinois 

and Purdue University) competed.  Today, there are more than 200 colleges and universities that 

are involved in the competition. 

 

Caroline said the role of the Young Professional Network members would be to promote the 

contest idea within their chapters and at any college outreach efforts and to provide guidance and 

direction when there is interest from a student group. 

 

2013 Goals 

Attached to the minutes is a set of goals for 2013. These were not sent out prior to the meeting. 

Eric wanted to discuss with the group his ideas and goals for the YP Network to see if anyone 

had different goals or priorities. 

 

As far as progress having been made in these areas, there are White Papers still to be put on the 

YP website and Eric encouraged all those involved in the group to submit any articles they 

thought would be pertinent to the young professional members of APWA.  Brad can send the 

template for the White Papers to anyone who needs it. 

 

Brad will begin direct contact with all Chapters who do not have a representative that is regularly 

a part of the conference calls and invite the Chapters to assign a liaison to take part. 

 

Brad is in the process of putting the YP logo on the main page of the Young Professionals 

website and he will have the mission statement on the website quickly. 

 

In addition, he is checking into getting what he terms a “house ad” for the Young Professionals 

Network that could be run in The Reporter. “House Ad” refers to an ad that is not scheduled, but 

that promotes an activity or resource from the owner of the publication, and that can be run 

whenever there is space. The basic message would be that the Young Professionals Network is 

always looking for additional members and would have contact information and the logo. 

 

There is to be a YP logo that will indicate a young professional “track” in the Congress program. 

Any sessions that are designed for the young professionals, such as attracting younger members 

to your Chapter and/or presented by a YP member, should have the YP logo. 

 



Eric said this was all part of the “branding” effort that is needed for the young professionals 

group. 

 

A final goal for Eric is to spend just a few minutes of each Conference Call to allow those 

participating to introduce themselves and say just a few things about themselves. He thought that 

since the group meets together only once a year face-to-face, knowing something about each 

member would be helpful. 

 

Old/New Business  

Under New Business, Eric brought up an email correspondence that was received from Ms. 

Nikki Guillot. Nikki was a member of the 2010-2011 Emerging Leaders Academy along with 

Eric (and Young Professional Network members Therese Mersmann, Amanda Millirons and 

Rylan Wadsworth, among others).  Nikki is now the Professional Development Program 

Manager for APWA. She wanted to make sure that all the YP members know that there are 

openings on national committees.  Members can nominate themselves or be nominated by their 

Chapter.   

 

“The point is that you don’t have to wait for 10 years to get on a national committee,” said Eric.   

 

Brad added that the more Young Professionals Network members that are on national 

committees, the better for the overall image of the YP group. 

 

Beth Richards concurred. Beth is the Chair of the Awards Committee for APWA and said that it 

was beneficial to get to know APWA members from other Chapters and from other parts of the 

public works profession through her work on the committee. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held on Wednesday, 

February 20, at 2 p.m. (CST). An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, Eric thanked those who participated 

and adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 

Chapter Membership Manager 
 

 


