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The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, June 19, 2013 by Brad Patterson, the APWA staff 

liaison to the Young Professionals Network. 

 

Participants in the call were: Chas Jordan, City of Largo (FL), Florida Chapter; Rylan 

Wadsworth, Town of Montreal – West, (QB), Quebec Chapter; Therese Mersmann, City of 

Olathe (KS), Kansas City Metro Chapter;  Conrad Leger, Beta Group, Inc., Norwood (MA), New 

England Chapter; Amanda Millirons, City of Palm Bay (FL), Florida Chapter; Pamela Weimer, 

Chapter Administrator, Colorado Chapter;  

   

Guest:  Ed Gottko, APWA National President – Elect, New Jersey Institute of Technology, New 

Jersey Chapter;  

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

After basic introductions by the members on the call, Brad welcomed everyone and thanked 

them for their participation. He related that Eric Dundee, the YP Network chair, was unable to 

make the call.  

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the May 15 call were officially approved. 

 

 

President – Elect outlook for YP 

Brad said that APWA National President-Elect Ed Gottko had been invited to sit in on any and 

all of the conference calls.  Brad asked Mr. Gottko to highlight where he felt the young 

professionals fit into APWA. 

 

Mr. Gottko said that he had really been impressed with the young professionals he had met and 

talked to in the recent past. He referenced the meeting of the Region VI VIII and IX Spring 



House of Delegates Meeting in Lake Tahoe.  YP Network members Caroline Barlow of the 

Washington State Chapter, Joy Guinn of the Nevada Chapter and Bill Shunk of the Sacramento 

Chapter had presented at the event. 

 

Mr. Gottko expressed his appreciation for what the Young Professionals Network has already 

accomplished and that he was very much looking forward to working with the group to increase 

the number of younger APWA members and to increase the number of younger public works 

professionals. 

 

YP Review 

Brad asked Chas Jordan to give a quick review of how this group got started and what the 

original mission had been.  Chas was the first chair of the Young Professionals Network.  Chas 

said the group had been a part of the APWA Diversity Committee. Some of the younger 

members felt like it was necessary for the younger members to have a group dedicated to their 

concerns.  It was not thought that the young professionals needed to form an official APWA 

committee, rather act as a steering group and an information source. 

 

Brad said the group had certainly accomplished the goal of being a source for information and as 

a disseminator of information in its first 18 months.  The real focus of the group has been to help 

Chapters form young professional groups, and act as a guide for the Chapters, Branches and for 

the younger individual members to help them with Best Practices on how to recruit, involve and 

engage the younger members. 

    

 

Congress 

There are several events of interest to young professional members of APWA at the 2013 APWA 

International Public Works Congress & Exposition. Congress will be held August 25-28 at 

McCormick Center in Chicago.  

 

In chronological order, the First Timers Breakfast is set for 7 a.m. on Sunday, August 25.  For 

those not attending Congress before, Brad said this was an invaluable opportunity to learn about 

what goes on at Congress and instructions on how to navigate the event. 

 

Immediately following the breakfast, the Young Professionals Network will have its annual 

roundtable meeting. This meeting represents the one time of the year that the group can meet 

face-to-face and discuss a variety of topics. The YP meeting will be over at approximately 9:45 

a.m., which will allow those attending to make it to the Opening General Session, which begins 

at 10 a.m.  The Opening Speaker is Thomas Friedman, a best-selling author and columnist for 

the New York Times. 

 



One of the other speakers will be former Chicago Bears’ football player and coach Mike Ditka. 

 

The Young Professionals reception will be held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on Monday, August 26 at 

Buddy Guy’s Legends.  Buddy Guy’s Legends is located within a short distance from the 

Congress hotels and is owned by the legendary Rock and Roll Hall of Fame bluesman Buddy 

Guy. 

    

Eric Dundee and two other members of the Young Professionals Network – Therese Mersmann 

and Rylan Wadsworth – will be presenting an Education Session Wednesday, August 28.  

“Growing up in Public Works: A Young Professional’s View,” will take place 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.  

Chas Jordan, the first chair of the Young Professionals Network, will be presenting at 3:45 p.m. 

on Tuesday (August 27). Chas will be one of the presenters for ‘Workforce Diversity: 

Recruiting and Retaining Minorities and the Disadvantaged, sponsored by the Diversity 

Committee. 

 

The Emerging Leaders Academy will present their Final Report at Congress as well. 

 

Chapter Updates  

Some of those on the call shared what was going on in their respective Chapters.  Conrad Leger 

said the New England Chapter’s young professionals group would be meeting at the Chapter‘s 

Summer Conference this upcoming week.  He said the YP group also had a social event planned 

for August. 

 

Brad commended the New England Chapter for its outreach efforts toward the young 

professional members.  Regional Director Rick Stinson had brought some ideas and some Best 

practices that were part of a panel discussion at Congress last August in Anaheim and in less 

than a year, the YP group has held a kick-off event, has many active, engaged volunteer 

members and is now going to be holding a social event. 

 

Amanda Millirons said the Florida Chapter leadership was “very supportive” of the YP group. 

She said that the branches were crucial to the effort in Florida and the branches are truly the 

“local” organization that the younger members gravitate toward. 

 

She said the YP group held a networking reception at the Chapter’s Annual Conference in April.  

There are five events that have been held or planned so far in 2013.     

 

Pamela Weimer, the chapter administrator for the Colorado Chapter, said they had gotten some 

response from a recent “house ad” they ran in their newsletter.  The house ad was produced by 

APWA marketing department, and is an informational ad about the existence of a Young 

Professional Network and that interested members of the chapter con contact national office or 

the local Chapter. 
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Here is a link to the house ad.  Chapters can use the ad in a newsletter (either printed or 

electronic) as well as on their website. 

 

http://www2.apwa.net/documents/MembersOnly/ChapterResources/Documents/YP_HouseHalf

Ad.pdf 

 

 

Rylan Wadsworth of the Quebec Chapter discussed some of the challenges faced by the 

Canadian Chapters.  The combined membership of the Canadian Chapters was not that great and 

there were not many members that fall into the age category to be considered young 

professionals. 

 

Brad will check into the possibility of perhaps having one young professionals group for all of 

the Canadian Chapters, with one point of contact. 

 

 

General Discussion 

There was discussion among those on the call about the potential number of younger members 

for APWA and how to best reach them. Brad is trying to come up with some data on how many 

younger public works employees there are in the U.S. and Canada and how many APWA 

members there are that are a certain age (30 or 35) or under. Some Chapters feel like they are not 

doing a good job of recruiting younger members into the organization.  It might be that in certain 

Chapters, the potential “market” for younger members is simply not that vast. 

 

Mr. Gottko had a suggestion that could very well help increase membership.  There are group 

memberships that often have an open slot or two. A company or a public agency pays for a group 

membership for a certain number of individuals. If one of those individuals leaves the 

organization, the slot sometimes remains empty.  Mr. Gottko suggested a staff-led effort to at 

least suggest to the Chapters that when they have look around in their respective organizations 

and identify individuals that could be added to the roster or replace someone who leaves. 

 

There was also discussion on the importance of Student Memberships.  Brad asked the liaisons to 

remind their Chapter leaders that it is not necessary for a volunteer to establish an official 

Student Chapter in order to pick up student members. Student members can join individually. 

The Student Chapter becomes an official organization on campus and thus, qualifies for some 

additional funding. Some Chapters have found it easier to simply make presentations to ASCE 

students about the public works profession and then pass out some membership information. 

 

Brad said that preliminary discussions have been held about making the Student Membership a 

one-time fee. Now, the student members must renew each year. 
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Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CDT) on 

Wednesday, July 17. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, Brad thanked those who participated 

and adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 


