
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

May 15, 2013 

 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:04 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 by chair Eric Dundee. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Chas 

Jordan, City of Largo (FL), Florida Chapter; Caroline Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, 

Everett (WA), Washington State Chapter; Beth Richards, Iowa State University, Ames (IA), 

Iowa Chapter; Cory Belden, C.H. Fenstermaker, Baton Rouge (LA), Louisiana Chapter; Edward 

Bond, City of Memphis (TN), Tennessee Chapter; Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), 

Kansas City Metro Chapter;. 

   

 

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone who was on the call thanked them for their participation.  Those on the 

call introduced themselves. 

 

Minutes 

Eric asked for an approval of the minutes from the April 17 meeting. The minutes were officially 

approved. 

 

House of Delegates Presentation 

Caroline Barlow of the Washington State Chapter reported on a recent presentation of which she 

was a part. The presentation on the Young Professionals Network and on recruiting and retaining 

younger members for APWA came at the recent Regional House of Delegates Meeting in Lake 

Tahoe, CA.   APWA Regions 6, 8 and 9 were represented in the meeting.  Caroline reported that 

the presentation seemed to be well received. 

Ed Gottko, APWA National President-Elect was in attendance, as were delegates from 17 

different Chapters and some alternate delegates as well.   

She remarked that every state west of the Mississippi River was represented, as well as three 

Canadian Provinces. 



Caroline was joined in the presentation by Joy Guinn of the Nevada Chapter and Bill Shunk of 

the Sacramento Chapter.   

Caroline gave the delegates a brief “history” of the APWA young professionals’ outreach, and 

some of the activities of the Young Professionals Network since it became a separate entity from 

the Diversity Committee in January of 2012. 

The main point of the presentation was to encourage the delegates to go back and help establish 

or grow a YP group in their chapters.    

Caroline added that the group seemed energized and that the presenters took a number of 

questions from the audience and there was a great deal of interaction with the delegates. 

A recap of the presentation is attached with these minutes.  Brad stated that this presentation was 

a perfect tool for a Chapter to have when starting a young professionals group, or in trying to 

enhance their YP segment. 

Eric thanked Caroline for being a part of the presentation and also thanked her for her report. 

The annual House of Delegates meeting will be held in Chicago on Saturday, August 24, the day 

before the APWA International Congress & Exposition begins.  The topic of getting more young 

professionals involved in the Chapters will be part of the agenda.  Nothing is finalized as far as 

an agenda item is concerned. Brad will keep the members of the Young Professionals Network 

apprised of decisions and plans that might involve members of the group in relation to the House 

of Delegates meeting.  

 

Congress 

There are several other events of interest to APWA young professional members at Congress.   

The Chapter Leaders Forum will also have a session on young professionals. It is still to be 

determined if that will be a panel discussion, a presentation or one of the round table discussions. 

The Chapter Leaders Forum is set for 2 – 4 p.m. on Sunday. August 25. Earlier that day, the 

annual meeting of the Young Professionals Network will be held from 8:30 - 10 a.m. 

A networking reception for the YP members will be held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on Monday, August 

26 at Buddy Guy’s, located a short distance from the convention center and from the official 

hotels. 

Some of the YP members will be presenting at Congress. Eric Dundee and two other members of 

the Young Professionals Network – Therese Mersmann and Rylan Wadsworth – will be 

presenting an Education Session on Wednesday, August 28.  “Growing up in Public Works: A 

Young Professional’s View,” will take place 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.  
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Therese said that having the presentation given by three young professional members of APWA 

provides a different point of view than if it were given by a public works veteran. 

Chas Jordan, the first chair of the Young Professionals Network, will be presenting at 3:45 p.m. 

on Tuesday (August 27). Chas will be one of the presenters for “Workforce Diversity: 

Recruiting and Retaining Minorities and the Disadvantaged,” sponsored by the Diversity 

Committee. 

The Emerging Leaders Academy will present their Final Report at Congress as well. 

 

Chapter Updates 

Those on the call gave brief updates on what was going on at their Chapters.  Chas began by 

talking about the Florida Chapter’s recent Spring Conference in Jacksonville. For those that were 

new to the call, Chas explained that Florida has 11 branches and is a very “local” oriented 

Chapter, utilizing the volunteers from the various branches.  Regarding the young professionals 

outreach efforts, he said that all the branches had at least some sort of effort ongoing. 

“It has taken hold as part of our culture down here,” Chas said. 

Caroline is the chair of the Washington State Chapter’s aid that the Washington State Chapter’s 

Emerging Professionals had an active group of members.  They have a meeting scheduled during 

National Public Works Week, where the emerging leaders will get the opportunity to tour the 

Pierce County Department of Emergency Management.  They got together for a community 

service event in March and have tentatively scheduled a networking event at a Seattle Mariners 

baseball game in July. 

Cory is the Young Professional liaison with the Louisiana Chapter and said it was his 

responsibility within the Louisiana Chapter to start a young professionals group and that he was 

looking forward to being able to gather information from the conference calls and also to be able 

to interact with the other members.  He had come to the Louisiana Chapter from the Northern 

California Chapter. 

Edward also has the responsibility of helping to officially get the young professionals organized 

in some fashion within the Tennessee Chapter. 

Old/New Business 

Caroline reminded the group that next week (May 20 – 26) was National Public Works Week 

and that it was an excellent opportunity to reach out to the younger members.  Brad also urged 

anyone on the call that had a role in a NPWW presentation or in an outreach effort to let him 

know and if there are photos, he would get them onto the website. 
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Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CDT) on 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013.  An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting. 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the group, the meeting was adjourned at 2:39 

p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 


