
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

December 19, 2012 

 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:04 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, December 19, 2012 by chair Eric Dundee. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Chas 

Jordan, City of Largo, (FL), Florida Chapter; Caroline Barlow, Murray, Smith & Associates, 

Inc., Everett (WA), Washington Chapter, Dorothy Bergesen, Freese & Nichols, Inc., Houston 

(TX), Southeast Branch, Texas Chapter, Amanda Millirons, City of Palm Bay (FL), Florida 

Chapter, Ben Munn, R.A. Armfield, Las Vegas (NV) Nevada Chapter, C.J. O’Neill, Town of 

Matthews (NC), North Carolina Chapter,  Chris Krueger, City of Clayton (MO), Missouri 

Chapter. 

 

APWA staff: Brad Patterson, liaison to the Young Professionals Network. 

 

Minutes 

Eric Dundee reviewed the minutes from the last Conference Call, which was held on November 

28. He said that Region I Director Rick Stinson had been a part of the previous call and that Mr. 

Stinson was a big supporter of the young professionals and that Mr. Stinson had put together a 

proposal for the New England Chapter to actively recruit and retain younger member and that the 

New England Chapter board had approved that idea and that there would be a kick-off to the 

program in March of 2013. 

 

Eric said that the previous meeting’s discussion had also included the Student Contest idea. A 

contest, modeled after something like the ASCE student “Concrete Canoe” contest.  Brad related 

that the contest idea, which came about as the result of a conversation between two members of 

the Young Professionals Network – Caroline Barlow of the Washington Chapter and Mitchell 

Hoeft of the Minnesota Chapter.  Brad will send the outline of the contest idea to the participants 

who were new to the conference calls. 

 

Eric talked about the Emerging Leaders Academy of APWA and how the YP group can and 

should interact with the Emerging Leaders. The contest idea can be used by the Emerging 

Leaders class.  The final project for of the Emerging Leaders class is to find a way to form 

additional APWA Student Chapters. 

 

After a brief review, the group officially approved the minutes. 

 



White Papers 

Eric went back to review how the concept of the “White Papers” that are being written by 

members of the Young Professionals Network came about.  He explained that the idea really 

came about in order to have one place on the APWA website where Chapter Leaders could go to 

find Best Practices of recruitment and retention efforts, as well as programs other Chapters are 

conducting for the younger members. 

 

Since there were three new participants to the call this month, Chas Jordan explained that the 

young professionals had been a part of the Diversity Committee until a year ago. In December of 

2011, it was determined that the YP members needed a presence that could ideally attract 

additional members.   

 

Brad updated those on the call with the status of the White Papers. Currently there are four 

articles that are on the website that should be of interest to young professionals. There are two 

more that should go on this week, according to Brad, and two more in the queue, awaiting some 

graphics. 

 

Brad is hopeful that there will always be 1-2 White Papers waiting to be put on the site in 2013. 

There are so many topics of interest that could be used as White Papers, written for, by and about 

the young professional segment of the public works industry. 

 

Chas said that for any Chapter looking to expand the number of young professional members 

and/or to expand the role of those members, it made sense for them to be able to read what has 

gone on in other Chapters, and see the successful efforts rather than “reinventing the wheel.” 

 

Brad stressed to the three new members of the call that there have not been any real 

“assignments” for young professional members to submit White Papers; rather it has all been a 

volunteer effort.  Brad thanked those who had turned in articles so far and he encouraged anyone 

with an idea on a topic of interest simply contact he or Eric. Brad will send the White Paper 

template to the newcomers to the group as part of the minutes. 

 

Here is a link to the Young Professionals page on the apwa.net website. 

 

 

http://www.apwa.net/YoungProfessionals 

 

Here is a link directly to the page on the YP page of the apwa.net website that takes the reader 

directly to the White Papers. 

http://www.apwa.net/YoungProfessionals/Spotlight 

http://www.apwa.net/YoungProfessionals
http://www.apwa.net/YoungProfessionals/Spotlight


 

New/Old Business 

Eric asked the group if anyone had experience in getting students to Chapter or Branch 

conferences.  Everyone acknowledged that it would be important for students to see a Chapter 

conference, a trade show, hear some speakers and to take part in other aspects of the meeting.  

He wondered if any of the other Chapters had tried to market their conferences to students. 

 

Chas responded, since Amanda Millirons had to leave the call just a few minutes earlier, saying 

that Florida had been aggressive in trying to bring students to those types of events in Florida.  

Some efforts were successful, some not as successful. Chas said that it became apparent that it 

was difficult to get students to get out of class for more than an hour or two a day.   

 

Eric related that he had been a part of an outreach effort where professors gave up lab time to 

send their students to a trade show/conference. 

 

Brad will research other Chapters to see if there are any examples of successful promotions to 

college students to attend a Chapter event such as a conference. 

 

Brad said that C.J. O’Neill was one of the new members to the Young Professional Conference 

Call. C.J. had been elected to a board position with the North Carolina Chapter. The Chapter had 

put into its b y-laws that each year, a board member would have the responsibility of focusing on 

the retention and recruitment of young members.   Brad said that was an idea that other Chapters 

could follow. 

 

Brad said that the recently held Young Professionals Webinar was recorded and will be available 

online on Dec. 20. Anyone interested can listen to the complete webinar. 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held on Wednesday, 

January 16, 2013 at 2 p.m. (CST). An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, Eric thanked those who participated 

and adjourned the meeting at 3:37 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brad Patterson 

Chapter Membership Manager 
 


