
APWA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

July 17, 2013 

 

 

The Conference Call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals (YP) Network was called to 

order at 2:03 p.m. (CDT), on Wednesday, June 17, 2013 by Eric Dundee of the Wisconsin 

Chapter, the chair of the Young Professionals Network. 

 

Participants in the call were: Eric Dundee, City of Madison (WI), Wisconsin Chapter; Chad 

Hare, City of Gadsden (AL), Alabama Chapter; Lindsay Pike, Tri-Products LLC, Watertown,   

MA, New England Chapter;   Lauren Behm, Pierce County Public Works & Utilities, Tacoma 

(WA), Washington State Chapter;  Michelle Peters, MWH Americas Inc, Las Vegas (NV), 

Nevada Chapter;  Therese Mersmann, City of Olathe (KS), KC Metro Chapter;  C.J. O’Neill, 

Town of Matthews (NC), North Carolina Chapter;   

   

Guest:  Ed Gottko, APWA National President – Elect, New Jersey Institute of Technology, New 

Jersey Chapter;  

Staff:  Brad Patterson, APWA Chapter Membership Manager and Staff Liaison to the Young 

Professional Network. 

 

 

Introductions 

Eric welcomed everyone to the call and thanked those on the call for participating, particularly 

those who were on the call for the first time. Eric asked everyone on the call to briefly introduce 

themselves and what Chapter they were from 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the June call were officially approved. 

 

Congress 

Brad updated the group on the activities connected with the Young Professionals segment at the 

upcoming APWA International Congress & Exposition in Chicago. 

 

Congress is scheduled for August 25-28.  Brad reported that there have been 103 registered 

under the discounted Young Professionals rate, already more than last year.  There are several 

events of interest to young professional members of APWA.   

 



The First Timers Breakfast is set for 7 a.m. on Sunday, August 25.  For those not attending 

Congress before, Brad said this was an invaluable opportunity to learn about what goes on at 

Congress and instructions on how to navigate the event. 

 

Eric asked if some of the Young Professionals group could be on hand to welcome those who 

attend the First-Timers breakfast.  Brad will make sure the organizers for the event know that 

there will be some YP members there. 

 

Immediately following the breakfast, the Young Professionals Network will have its annual 

roundtable meeting. This meeting represents the one time of the year that the group can meet 

face-to-face and discuss a variety of topics. The YP meeting will be over at approximately 9:45 

a.m., which will allow those attending to make it to the Opening General Session, which begins 

at 10 a.m.  The Opening Speaker is Thomas Friedman, a best-selling author and columnist for 

the New York Times. 

 

Also on Sunday, the Chapter Leaders Forum will be held from 2 - 3 p.m. The Chapter Leaders 

Forum will feature a presentation on starting a young professionals group in a Chapter. Caroline 

Barlow of the Washington State Chapter will present. Caroline was one of three presenters who 

had given a thorough presentation on the topic at the House of Delegates meeting in April. Eric 

Dundee will introduce Caroline and Eric will discuss the Young Professionals Network with the 

Chapter Leaders. 

 

Brad suggested that those on the call make a point to remind their own Chapter leaders about the 

Forum, and to point out that it is only one hour in length this year. In past years, it has been two 

hours. 

 

The Young Professionals reception will be held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on Monday, August 26 at 

Buddy Guy’s Legends.  Buddy Guy’s Legends is located within a short distance from the 

Congress hotels and is owned by the legendary Rock and Roll Hall of Fame bluesman Buddy 

Guy. 

    

Eric Dundee and two other members of the Young Professionals Network – Therese Mersmann 

and Rylan Wadsworth – will be presenting an Education Session Wednesday, August 28.  

“Growing up in Public Works: A Young Professional’s View,” will take place 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.  

Chas Jordan, the first chair of the Young Professionals Network, will be presenting at 3:45 p.m. 

on Tuesday (August 27). Chas will be one of the presenters for ‘Workforce Diversity: 

Recruiting and Retaining Minorities and the Disadvantaged, sponsored by the Diversity 

Committee. 
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The Emerging Leaders Academy will present their Final Report at Congress as well. The ELA 

report will be given to the APWA board at 10 a.m. on Monday, August 26 in Room E351 of the 

convention center. 

 

 

Emerging Leaders Report 

Eric explained that the Emerging Leaders Academy is an intensive, year-long training session 

that provides intensive leadership and training within the context of public works.  It encourages 

professional growth through a strong network of peers, and offers an in-depth introduction to 

APWA at the national, chapter and branch levels. 

 

The candidates must be professionals who have been working in the field of public works for ten 

years or less and those who have demonstrated an interest in advancing their careers within the 

profession. 

 

Eric was a graduate of the 2011 ELA.  He then introduced Lauren Behm, project manager for the 

current (2013) Academy, who provided an update on what this year’s class had done for its final 

report. 

 

Lauren said the academy wanted to do what it could to strengthen Student Chapters and create 

more of them. The focus of their final report is how to start APWA Student Chapters, how to 

strengthen them, and to provide a toolkit and marketing materials for Chapters to use. 

 

“We built on a lot of the stuff that was already in the Student Membership toolkit,” Lauren said. 

“We wanted to give everything in there a consistent look.” 

 

She reported that the newest Student Chapter had begun at the University of California-Irvine.  

She said approximately seven students had signed up.  She alluded to what had gone on at the 

University of Minnesota the last year with more than 20 student members.  Caroline Barlow of 

the Washington State Chapter was working on starting a student chapter at Gonzaga University 

and Lauren said that a new student chapter was being started by the Washington State Chapter at 

Central Washington University in Ellensburg, WA. The Central Washington outreach effort has 

concentrated on students in the Construction Management area, introducing them to the public 

works profession. 



 

Once the report is finalized, it will go on the YP webpage. 

 

Eric said that the real key in making the Student Chapters really work was getting the 

professional Chapters and branches tied together with the Student Chapters. 

 

Brad related some statistics that showed that 82 percent of the Emerging Leaders Academy 

graduates have remained as APWA Members.   

 

 

Chapter Events 

There were a number of updates given by those participating on the call, detailing what was 

going on in the local chapters.  

 

 

Old/New Business 

Brad said there would be a Chapter Leaders webinar regarding Congress on Thursday (July 18).  

He asked the members of the young professionals group to pass that information along to any of 

the Chapter leaders.  It is a good opportunity to know more about what is on the agenda at 

Congress. 

 

Brad also talked briefly about the YP website.  The latest offering on the Spotlights – the stories 

and articles that are compiled for, about and by the young professional members of APWA – is 

the promotional material from the New England Chapter’s YP event, coming up in August.  In 

addition, the YP logo and the Mission Statement for the Young Professionals Network are now 

on the lead page. 

 

The minutes from the Conference Call meetings – dating to the first call on Dec. 22, 2011 – will 

soon be on the site. Brad said that would provide any APWA member looking to start a YP 

Group or a young APWA looking for what the YP Network is all about easy access to the 

information. 

 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CDT) on 

Wednesday, September 18. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the 

meeting.   

 



There being no further business to come before the board, Eric thanked those who participated 

and adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 


