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CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

Minutes 

April 16, 2014  

 

This is a brief synopsis of the conference call meeting of the APWA Young Professionals 

Network that was held on Wednesday, April 16, 2014. 

 

 

Minutes  

The minutes from the February meeting had earlier been sent to all of the members and Chapter 

liaisons of the Young Professionals Network.  There was no discussion and the minutes were 

officially approved. 

 

 

Recognition 

Brad Patterson, APWA Staff Liaison to the YP Network, mentioned that Therese Mersmann of 

the KC Metro Chapter had been selected as the recipient of the Young Leader of the Year 

Award. There were actually two winners this year and the Awards will be presented at Congress 

in Toronto in August. 

 

 

Congress Attendance 

Congress attendance is right on schedule, just below where Chicago was at the same time last 

year.  Brad attributes this to a real, concerted effort on the part of the Canadian Chapters to 

promote the event. 

 

There will be a joint meeting between the YP Network and the Student Outreach Network on 

Sunday, August 17.   

 

Brad reminded the members to get their passports earl if they are indeed going to Congress and 

he reminded them to make sure they researched their cell phone plans and services. There will be 

some plans that might not work the same way in Canada as in the U.S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Outreach Network Update 

Brad gave an update on the Kansas Chapter’/s efforts to reach out to the community colleges in 

that state and went through what the Oregon Chapter had coming up. The Oregon Chapter board 

has given two members of the Young Professionals Network a great deal of support to start a YP 

presence and a student outreach effort in that Chapter.  Joe Primeau and Ashley Cantlon reported 

that there would a YP networking event at next week’s Oregon Chapter Conference in the town 

of Seaside.  The Oregon Chapter board is sponsoring the event.  The two hope to get some 

additional leaders to move the group forward. 

 

In addition, the Oregon Chapter of APWA will also have a presence at the ASCE Northwest 

Regional Student Conference at Portland State University on April 26. This will give students at 

least an introduction into what the public works profession is all about, and introduce them to 

APWA and to the Oregon Chapter. 

 

The Washington State Chapter spring conference is being held this week.  There are events 

designed to bring more young members to the conference. In addition, approximately 40 students 

are scheduled to attend the conference.  Most of them will be able to visit the exhibit floor and 

visit with public works professionals. 

 

 

YP Rebranding 

There has been a suggestion that the term “Young” Professionals is one that is not well 

understood. There are some members who might benefit from being a part of the group, 

particularly if they have less than five years of experience in the public works profession, but do 

not think they meet the age requirements. 

 

There has been a suggestion that perhaps the group be re-branded and become the EMERGING 

Professionals Network of APWA.  

 

Chas Jordan was the first chair of the YP group, and recalled that confusion over the Emerging 

Leaders Academy was one of the reasons that the name of Young Professionals was agreed on. 

 

There was much discussion. Brad said that in an unofficial tally he has been keeping, there is a 

majority of the YP Network that would be in favor of the change to Emerging Professionals. 

 

 Action Item 

Brad will see if there would be any push-back by the APWA board or staff if the name 

was changed. Brad will also determine by talking to the staff if they thought there would 

be confusion with the Emerging Leaders Academy. 



Brad will report back to the Young Professionals Network either on the next conference 

call or prior to that via email with what he finds out.  If it is acceptable to the APWA 

staff and board, he will set up a survey and send it to the entire YP roster. He said there 

was no specific time frame in mind but that he did not think it would be a lengthy time 

frame. 

 

 

Next Call 

The next Conference Call for the Young Professionals Network will be held at 2 p.m. (CST) on 

Wednesday, May 21. An agenda and the Dial-In instructions will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m. (CDT).  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brad Patterson 
 

 

 

 


