
   PRESENTATION IN A CAN 

 

PROGRESSIVE WOMEN IN PUBLIC WORKS 

(PWPW) 

 
Brief Description of the Program 

 

Program will allow participants a forum to recognize, inform and champion all of the great work 

and leadership being done by women in the Public Works field.  

 

 

Learning Objectives 

Surface the ideas and pre-existing knowledge and experiences regarding women in the Public 

Works field. 

 

Encourage discussion about the successes and challenges that are faced for professional women 

in the public works field. 

 

 

Things You Will Need 

 PowerPoint 

 Handouts 

 Large Post It Note pads 

 Circle or Star stickers 

 Marker boards or flip charts 

 Name tags 

 

 

Step-By-Step Process with Timeline   
 

Two months before the presentation: 

 Schedule a venue. 

 Start preparing PowerPoint presentation.  This should include historical and present facts 

and figures about women in the professional workplace, as well as in the Public Works 

field.  Presentation may include videos that provide additional information about PWPW.  

Example:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os4nOVysU5k&feature=player_embedded#! 

 

 Plan and coordinate to have a moderator for the program.  Preference should be someone 

who can keep the audience engaged and can share a personal experience about the 

subjects.  Gender does not matter.  For example, if a male moderator is invited, he should 

be someone who has supported women leadership and share his insight and experiences.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os4nOVysU5k&feature=player_embedded
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 Outline of key topics should be drafted.  Between 5 and 10 topics should be prepared.  

Examples topics can include the following subject areas: 

o STEM Education (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) and  women 

o What can and should be done to encourage girls to focus on STEM Education and 

careers 

o Work and family life balance 

o Mentoring and role models 

o Working in a profession which historically did not have many women 

o Dealing with stereotypes in the profession (e.g. Women and sanitation operations) 

 

One month before the presentation: 

 Begin advertising. 

 Finalize PowerPoint presentation and topics for the knowledge sharing activity. 

 

Presentation 

1 ½ to 2 hours for total event depending on length of discussion.  20 to 40 active participants will 

be needed. Make sure to have a diverse group (sex, age, experience in PW field, education level 

etc.) 

 

Begin with introductions (name, work title and employer, crazy fun fact) and PowerPoint 

presentation (20 minutes) 

 

 

Knowledge Sharing Activity 

1. Introduce the topics of discussion (which will be posted on the walls around the room) 

and explain what you want them to write their thoughts on the large post-it cards.  

2. Let participants work for 15 to 20 minutes to write their thoughts.  A five and 2 minute 

warning regarding time should be given.   

3. Give each participant 3 circle or star stickers.  Allow them to review the comments and 

notes that were written by the group.  Participants should place a sticker on three 

comments/notes that they think has a high level of importance and one that they connect with. 

(20 minutes) 

4. During the 10-minute break, the top three topics will be separated and a 10 minute 

discussion on each topic will be held. 

5. Close the program by having the participants think about what they have done in the past 

and consider what they can do in the future about supporting PWPW. 

 

Follow Up  

Send a follow up evaluation.  Include a recap of the comments/notes written during the 

knowledge sharing activity (include the circle/star ranking input). 

 


