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Lenexa’s Municipal Services Receives APWA 2015 Excellence in Snow & Ice Control Award 

KANSAS CITY, MO.  – The Lenexa, KS Municipal Services Department was recently selected to receive a 

national American Public Works Association (APWA) award for excellence in the city’s winter maintenance 
activities. Lenexa’s Municipal Services Department will receive the Excellence in Snow and Ice Control Award at 
the 2015 North American Snow Conference, which takes place April 12-15, 2015 in Grand Rapids, MI, in De Vos 
Place.  The APWA Snow and Ice Control award was established to promote excellence in the management and 
administration of public works snow and ice operations, and to promote the best practices in snow and ice 
removal while minimizing environmental impacts.  

Lenexa’s Municipal Services Department is responsible for clearing snow and ice from 660 lane miles within the 
city, including 502 cul-de-sacs within residential areas.  Snow removal is a major priority for Lenexa’s citizens, 
and there are expectations to perform at a high standard.  According to a recent survey, snow removal on major 
streets and residential streets ranked #2 and #3 for top city maintenance priorities over two years. The survey 
results also indicated high levels of satisfaction with maintenance services, and snow removal on major streets 
ranked 82% of respondents who were either very satisfied or satisfied. 

In addition, the Municipal Services Department includes materials and handling, with approximately 2,900 tons 
of salt stored at three locations throughout the city to handle winter events. Two salt structures are located in 
the southern and western portions of the city to help reduce downtime of trucks having to travel back to the 
service center to load up during storms. City crews also performed the construction of two additional hoop style 
fabric lined salt storage structures in the past two years that have added 1, 500 tons of salt capacity.  The city 
also has a total of 30 trucks equipped for snow and ice control, and the entire fleet of single and tandem axles 
trucks are equipped with spreaders, front plows and wing plows, while the one-ton trucks have front plows and 
spreaders. 

“Overall satisfaction with snow removal on major city streets and in neighborhood streets rates higher in Lenexa 
compared with the national average and the Kansas City Metro area,” said Assistant Director of Municipal 
Services, Nick Arena. “Our crews work hard to maintain this level of satisfaction and they take great pride in 
delivering exceptional service,” Arena said. “Training classes are held each year to re-familiarize the truck 
operators to our snow operation.  This is really a group award with multiple departments helping out with snow 
and ice control operations.  I could not be more proud of how everyone works together as a team.” 

For more information about the City of Lenexa Municipal Service Department, please contact Nick Arena, 

Assistant Director of Municipal Services, at narena@lenexa.com.  For more information on the 2015 APWA 

North American Snow Conference that will be held in Grand Rapids, MI during April 12-15, 2015, please visit the 
APWA website at: www.apwa.net/snow.  For APWA media queries, contact APWA Media Relations and 
Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, at lbynum@apwa.net. 

About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.   
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