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City of Columbus Department of Public Service Receives 
 APWA 2015 Excellence in Snow and Ice Control Award 

KANSAS CITY, MO.  – Columbus’ Department of Public Service has been selected to receive a national 

American Public Works Association (APWA) award for excellence for the city’s snow and ice removal program. 
APWA’s Excellence in Snow and Ice Control Award will be presented at the 2015 North American Snow 
Conference, which takes place April 12-15, 2015, at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  This APWA award 
was established to promote excellence in the management and administration of public works snow and ice 
operations, and to promote the best practices in snow and ice removal while minimizing environmental impacts.  

Any public works agency is eligible for the award if they are actively involved in snow and ice removal and 
operations. Public works is defined as the physical structures and facilities that are developed, owned, and 
maintained by public agencies to house governmental functions and provide water, power, waste disposal, 
transportation, and similar public services, in accordance with established public policy. 

With the city’s average of 28 inches of snow a year and 6,387 lane miles of roadways to manage, Columbus 
Public Services Department snow and ice control program must be high-performing and able to adapt to 
changing climate events.  To meet the travel demands of its population of roughly 825,000, and to ensure road 
safety during winter months, the city employs key elements in its snow and ice control program including: 

 86 dedicated snowplows with capability to ramp up to 145 plow trucks through inter-departmental 
cooperation 

 114 core employees for snow and ice control who can be supplemented with employees from other 
departments for a total number of more than 400 employees 

 27,000 tons of salt on hand for snow and ice control operations 

 In-house brine making and blending stations 

 Sustainable fleet with over half of snowplows converted to CNG fuel, with the fleet planned for complete 
conversion in the next four years 

 GPS/AVL units with sensors installed on all snow and ice control vehicles that report real-time data on 
vehicle location, speed, direction of travel, plow up/down status, and salt spreader on/off status 

 Provides information on snowplow operations to the public via the city’s WarriorWatch, at the 
http://warriorwatch.columbus.gov/ website. 

The Columbus Department of Public Service’s snow and ice control plan is the city’s guide for providing residents 
efficient and timely snow and ice control. The plan’s top priority is public safety.  The three main goals of the 
plan are to reduce life threatening and injury-producing conditions, reduce interruption to commerce, and 
reduce damage to property.   The plan is also committed to minimizing environmental impacts associated with 
snow and ice removal. The city reviews and revises the plan annually to continue to improve the levels of service 
provided to citizens and visitors.  

     (more) 

 

 

http://warriorwatch.columbus.gov/


“Columbus continues to invest in the best training and equipment that allow our Snow Warriors to keep 
roadways as safe as possible for everyone during and after winter storms, no matter what nature throws at us,” 
said Department of Public Service Director, Tracie Davies.  “Columbus Mayor Michael B. Coleman and the City 
Council have provided strong leadership and resources for fighting snow and ice, ranging from new trucks to 
state-of-the-art technology, including our new WarriorWatch website that shows residents when there streets 
have been plowed in the past 72 hours.”      

For more information about the city of Columbus Department of Public Services, please contact Randall 
Bowman, the Assistant Director of Public Services, at rbowman@columbus.gov.  For more information on the 
2015 APWA North American Snow Conference that will be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan during April 12-15, 
2015, please visit the APWA website at: www.apwa.net/snow.  For APWA media queries, contact APWA Media 
Relations and Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, at lbynum@apwa.net. 

About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.   
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