
The APWA Center for Sustainability strives to elevate public 
works management by integrating sustainability into all 
aspects of the public works profession. The public works 
profession has a unique role to play in providing a high 
quality of life for all citizens in the communities where they 
live and work. In order to confront the challenges of the 
21st Century, public works professionals must have strong 
sustainability credentials and commitment so that they 
can continue to deliver infrastructure and services in an 
environmentally and socially responsible way that ensures 
the best economic choice in the long term. The APWA Center 
for Sustainability provides guidelines and tools to help public 
works practitioners accomplish these goals.
 
Sustainability in public works means pursuing a balanced 
approach for a vibrant community today and tomorrow, and 
it is accomplished by the efficient delivery of services and 
infrastructure in an environmentally and socially responsible 
way that ensures the best economic choice in the long term. 
Sustainability, based on the elements of the Triple Bottom 
Line – environment, economics and community – is a way 
of looking at the public works mission holistically and 
systematically so that sound long-term solutions can be 
found for community challenges.
 

The Principles of Sustainability
The APWA Center for Sustainability has developed this 
list of guiding principles to help public works leaders 
identify the actions they can take to integrate the concepts 
of sustainability into their organizational objectives and 
operations. Policies, programs or activities that are grounded 
by these principles will result in more sustainable solutions 
and opportunities.

For more information on the Center for Sustainability, 
please visit www.apwa.net/centerforsustainability 

For Center for Sustainability queries, please contact  
Julia Anastasio, APWA Director of Sustainability,  
at janastasio@apwa.net



Recognize Community as a System

Redevelop First

Provide Efficient Infrastructure

Recognize the interrelationships between the environment, economy and community and 
successfully integrate policies and programming across these elements. Look at challenges and 
opportunities in the broadest context and ensure that decision makers, government and private,  
are aware of the consequences and opportunities of a wide variety of possible solutions. 

See the community as a series of interconnected systems that function together  
to provide the quality of life citizens desire, and acknowledge that the  
whole operates as a dynamic interconnected system –  
a change to one part of the system will affect  
all other parts of the system.

Support revitalization of local communities.   
Promote reuse and redevelopment of brownfield  
and previously developed sites in urban, suburban 
and rural communities for economic activity that 
creates jobs, housing, mixed-use development  
and recreational assets.  

Conserve local heritage resources and support 
rehabilitation of historic buildings and neighborhoods 
for compatible contemporary uses. Integrate 
sustainability strategies in redevelopment efforts.

Fix it first: use and improve existing infrastructure.  Make highway and public transportation 
investments that improve existing developed areas and attract residents and visitors to these 
places.  Provide multi-transportation choices and intermodal connects.  

Provide public water and sewer service that discourages unrestrained growth and requires  
public and private expansions of service to be consistent with approved comprehensive plans  
and consistent implementing ordinances.  Provide stormwater management service that blends 
public safety with environmental protection.

Support Concentrated Development  

Support in-fill and greenfield development that is compact, conserves land and is integrated with 
existing or planned infrastructure and schools.  Foster the creation of well-designed developments 
that are walkable, bikeable neighborhoods that offer healthy life style opportunities for residents.  



Restore and Enhance the Environment

Enhance Recreational and Heritage Resources 

Plan Regionally; Implement Locally

Maintain and expand land, air and water protection and local conservation programs. 
Conserve and restore environmentally sensitive lands and natural areas for ecological health, 
biodiversity and wildlife habitat.  

Promote development that respects and enhances natural lands and resources. Use natural 
approaches as well as traditional engineered projects. Recognize the role of natural resources to 
provide a community with critical ecosystem services, including those linked to air and water quality.

Maintain and improve recreational and heritage assets and infrastructure, including parks and forests, 
greenways and trails, historic site and resources, outdoor recreational areas and cultural landmarks.  
Create linkages between neighborhoods and natural, recreational and heritage resources.  

Support multi-municipal, county and local government planning and implementation that has 
broad public input and support and is consistent with these principles.  

Use multi-department and multi-disciplinary teams to identify, evaluate and execute priorities, 
programs, services and projects.  Solicit input and feedback from the community that is intended 
to be served and benefit from the planning and implementation.

Be Fair

Support equitable sharing of the benefits and burdens of development. Support inclusive community 
planning to ensure social, economic and environmental goals are met.  



Support Community Revitalization and Development

Practice Fiscal Responsibility

Communication and Civic Engagement

Provide Leadership

Work to provide new incentives and put in place management approaches that hasten redevelopment, 
reinvestment, and rebuilding of communities.  Reduce unnecessary costs to the regulated community. 
Support economic development that increases knowledge-based employment or builds on existing 
industry clusters.

Use principles of asset management to ensure the long-term soundness and performance of 
infrastructure.  Understand the full life-cycle cost of decisions and maximize the return on investment 
whenever possible. Recognize the value of first-cost investments that result in high performance and 
operational cost savings.  

Work to be transparent and accountable to the community to build trust and confidence. Work with community 
and municipal stakeholders to create and identify community priorities and reach balanced decisions.   

Embrace innovation and utilize new technology or approaches.  Lead by example by supporting 
conservation strategies, innovative industries and green building development. 

For more information on the Center for Sustainability,  
please visit www.apwa.net/centerforsustainability 

APWA Washington, D.C. Office
1275 K St, NW 

Suite 750
Washington, D.C. 20005-4083

Phone 202-408-9541
Fax 202-408-9542


