
  
 
 

  

 

 

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (WRMC) 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 

1:00pm Eastern, 12:00pm Central, 11:00am Mountain, 10:00am Pacific 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate 

for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable systems. 

 
 

Present: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason; Vicki Quiram. Staff: 

Josh Reiner, Karen Wilson 

Absent: Board Liaison: Bill Spearman 

 

Call to Order: 12:01 p.m. CDT 

 

1. Review and Approval of Meeting Summary: The April 23, 2015 Meeting Summary was approved 

as written. (No official call was held in May, 2015 as a quorum wasn’t available.) 

 

2. Announcements: Chair, Deana Donohue announced that Todd Wagner has resigned from the 

committee. The President-Elect will be making a new appointment for a term to begin August 

2015. 

 

3. Legislative Affairs Report - Josh Reiner, Government Affairs Manager 

• Since last call, the Waters of the US Rule has been released. Josh has prepared a summary and 

forwarded to committee. (See attached.) Thy tried to produce some technical criteria that 

would limit the scope of rule, but there is still ambiguity on the definition of what a tributary 

would be. Continued litigation is expected over the course of the next two years regarding 

what is and is not jurisdictional under the Clean Water Act. 

o Two bills are working their way through the House and Senate. The House Bill that has 

moved to the Senate that would overturn the rule and send it back to EPA requiring 

that they consult with state and local governments. The Senate’s bill is similar and has 

moved out of the Environment and Public Works Committee and is expected to reach 

the floor sometime in July. If either of those bills are passed, it is expected that the 

President would veto. It is not likely that there would be enough votes in the Senate to 

override that veto. 

• House and Senate Appropriations bills are in process. These appropriations include the 

funding for the Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Grant programs. They 

have been significantly cut under the current bills by almost a third. Josh has been meeting 

staff on the Hill pushing for WIFIA to be funded. 

o Tom Hickmann asked if the President would veto these cuts if they are passed. Josh 

Reiner responded that both appropriations bills would unlikely become law because of 

the President’s opposition. The odds are, though – since these cuts have been 

introduced, that eventually there would be some cuts. He encourages members to let 

elected officials know that this funding is very important to local communities. 
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• Josh Reiner and Andrea Eales have been going through the current APWA Position 

Statements. Some of the ones relating to water issues may not be necessarily accurate any 

more since issues and conditions have changed since they were written. Also some of them 

might be combined into one Clean Water Act position statement and then broken out by 

subsection.  

 

4. Workplan Item: 2015-2016 topic content for CLLs, articles, etc. for upcoming program year. 

• Content/topics that have previously been discussed include: 

i. Asset Management for water, wastewater, stormwater 

ii. Build on success of February 2015 CLL aimed at smaller communities new to the 

MS4 designation. 

iii. Recently, several emails were exchanged between committee members regarding 

the possibility of a CLL on the impacts of the Waters of the U.S. rule.  

• The chair asked that committee members give thought to these topics and the appropriate 

delivery formats for them. The chair stressed that it is important that the committee be 

prepared to determine and finalize what the topics will be for the February 2016 CLL and 

articles for the February 2016 Water Resources Reporter issue. 

 

5. Workplan Item: Workplan Item: Public Works Stormwater Summit 

• Robin Bain, Phoenix Local Host Committee has arranged for Andy Goh, City of Tempe, to 

fill in the open timeslot on Day Two with a brief presentation on the Tempe Town Lake. 

• Discussion of potential Plan B – for Day One. (Staff note: At the time of this call speakers 

from Caltrans had notified staff that they had not yet received permission to travel to 

Phoenix. The committee discussed potential plan B’s for this eventuality, but since that 

time the two Caltrans speakers have notified APWA that they will be attending Congress 

and making their presentation.) 

• Determination of Summit moderators: Deana Donohue will take Day One. David Mason 

will moderate Day Two. 

 

6. Workplan Item: Preparing for Position Statement discussions at August meeting.  

• The chair noted that information will be provided to the committee on position statement 

revisions prior to the August meeting and asked that the committee be up to speed on this 

issues prior to the meeting so that substantive decisions and work can be accomplished 

during the meeting.  

• Staff reported that the Solid Waste Management Committee (SWMC) has been discussing 

the idea of a Position or Guidance Statement on Extended Producer Responsibility. This 

could replace or enhance the combined SWMC/WRMC Position Statement on 

Pharmaceutical Waste and perhaps cover other issues like flushable wipes, micro-beads, 

etc. 

 

7. Congress Technical Committee Booth at Congress Expo Experience 

• Volunteers will be need from each Technical Committee to man the Technical Committee 

Booth at Congress. An online sign-up survey will be distributed to committee member in 

July. 
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8. Adjourn – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

 


