
  
 
 

  

 

 

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (WRMC) 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

1:00pm Eastern, 12:00pm Central, 11:00am Mountain, 10:00am Pacific 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate 

for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable systems. 

 
 

Present: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Todd Wagner; Board 

Liaison: Bill Spearman; Center for Sustainability Liaison: Mike Healy Staff: Karen Wilson 

Absent: Vicki Quiram 

 

1. Call to Order: 12:05 p.m. CDT 

 

2. Review and Approval of Meeting Summary: The March 22, 2015 Meeting Summary was approved 

as written. 

 

3. At-Large Director (Environment) Report and Comments: Bill Spearman discussed the following: 

o The Combined Technical Committee Meeting: Mr. Spearman asked for the committee's 

feedback regarding this meeting. The responses to this request are included agenda item five 

below. 

• The President-elect is currently reviewing his options for committee appointments for the 

FY'16 program year. Appointment letters will probably go out by the end of May. 

o Vicki Quiram has notified us that she won't be seeking reappointment to this 

committee as she was recently nominated and confirmed as the Commissioner for the 

Department of Administrative Services, State of New Hampshire and the time 

constraints associated with this new opportunity will limit her ability to serve. 

• The Board of Directors will be meeting in June to approve the FY'16 budget. 

• The Board and the Professional Development Committee are taking a fresh look at the DCS 

credentialing process to review the criteria for participating. 

• Registration for the 2016 APWA Congress is open. Visit www.apwa.net/Congress for an 

overview of the program and to register. 

 

4. Legislative Affairs Report - Andrea Eales, Director of Government Affairs, Josh Reiner, 

Government Affairs Manager 

• Andrea Eales introduced Josh Reiner who is the new Government Affairs Manager. His 

experience includes working 8 years on the Hill as a Congressional Aide. He will cover water 

issues for APWA and will participate in future WRMC calls. 

• The Government Affairs Committee meeting was held in Washington, DC this week. The 

Chairs of the Transportation and Emergency Management Committees also attended. GAC 

members met with representatives from the USEPA and USDOT. Meetings on the Hill included 

conversations with staffers of the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee and the 

House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. Since the deadline for the 
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reauthorization of the Surface Transportation act is May 31st, much of the conversation 

centered around that, however, water-related issues were also discussed. 

o GAC representatives met with Ken Kopocis, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water 

USEPA. The conversation was primarily about Waters of the US. (WOFUS). He stated 

that the final rule is with the Office of Management & Budget which is the last step 

before it is to be finalized. EPA expects to have the final rule released in less than 90 

days. He believes that this version of the rule is more clear about what waters will be 

covered. 

• There will be follow-up with the legislative staff. They are looking for examples of projects 

that will be affected if the surface transportation act isn't quickly reauthorized. They are also 

looking for environmental and NEPA examples that public works agencies are encountering. If 

WRMC members have such examples, please forward them on to Andrea. 

o Tom Hickmann noted that his agency has recently been through a major issue with 

NEPA and that he will provide information to about that. 

• Josh Reiner reported the following: 

o A bill has been passed out of the House Transportation and Infrastructure committee 

that would block WOFUS rule. It would require EPA to withdraw it and they would 

have 30 days to consult with state and local governments and consider their 

perspective on what the rule should include. This bill should come to the House floor 

for consideration the third week of May. The Senate also has its own version which will 

probably be introduced sometime this week. 

o The appropriations bill that funds the Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation 

and the Department of Energy has a $500 million increase over what the 

Administration was proposing, so the total is $700 million in authorizations for 

projects. It should come to the floor next week and there will probably several 

environmental policy additions attached. 

• WRMC questions: Todd Wagner asked if it would be accurate to assume that the Waters of 

the US Rule will be issued before the bill can get through to stop it. Josh Reiner indicated that 

the House bill is more about bringing attention to what EPA is doing. The President has said he 

will veto it. The Senate's pace will be slow. 
 

5. Discussion: Reactions to the Combined Technical Committee/Center/SCRC meeting: Ideas for 

future WRMC activities/initiatives? Benefits from Combined Meeting? Suggested changes to 

future meetings? 

• Tom Hickman noted that he thought the meeting was good. However, the segments 

devoted to discussing the issues needed to be longer. It would have been nice to go more 

in-depth and receive more feedback on these topics It was also great to have the 

opportunity to better understand what the other committees are doing and how they 

function. 

• Todd Wagner agreed that interesting to hear about the roles of the other committees. He 

also thought the conversations about the disconnect between chapters and the Technical 

Committees was interesting. 

• Bill Spearman indicated that the At-Large Directors also noted that for the next Combined 

Meeting, opportunities should be included for more structured interaction between the 

committees. He also said that they have discussed that at the next meeting of this type, 
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the Regional Directors be included. Perhaps the Combined Meeting could be held every 

other year in conjunction with a Board Meeting so that the full Board could be in 

attendance. 

• Mike Healy suggested that options be explored for finding a way to schedule meeting 

times so that liaisons to other committees could attend the meetings. For example, he was 

unable to attend WRMC since the Center meeting was Friday, the Combined Meeting on 

Saturday, and WRMC on Sunday.  

• Bill Spearman noted that he'd like to see the Combined Meetings be more "working" type 

meetings, exploring collaborations between the various committees. 

 

6. Workplan Updates: Review of the updated workplan based on discussions at the March Meeting.  

• Eric LaBelle noted that regarding the Position Statement revisions that are on the Work 

Plan -- the one on SSO will take a little up-front work. Do we want to pre-plan how we 

want to approach it? Should we be thinking ahead to how much time we are going to 

spend on it at the meeting at Congress. Todd Wagner suggested that it would be more 

productive if we exchange thoughts ahead of time. We may want to include it on the June 

Conference Call agenda. 

o Mike Healy recommended that the discussion on this also include what the political 

temperature is on this and also what the thinking is regarding it within EPA. Eric 

Labelle noted that EPA is looking back 5 years for violations and hitting them with 

fines. Also how do we encourage that they incorporate CSO, SSO, CMOM 

considerations together. 

• Andrea Eales asked if WRMC members have been meeting with Congressional delegations at 

their local offices? The Government Affairs staff could assist committee members with these 

types of meetings by providing talking points and background information. Then, after such 

meetings, it would be helpful if members report back to APWA on those meeting outcomes. 

o Mike Healy noted that he recently had a discussion with Congressman John Garamendi 

about water issues in California. Congressman Garamendi is pushing a storage bill and 

some drought-related issues. He's also fighting with Governor Brown on how the 

California water bonds should be spent. 
 

7. Workplan Item: Tabled discussion of Report about Technical Workgroup on Flushability: During 

the March meeting the WRMC was presented with a written report from Dwayne Kalynchuk, who 

is APWA's representative to this Workgroup. 

a. Committee members wish to extend their appreciation to Dwayne Kalynchuk for his 

continued service on the Flushability workgroup and request that if there is anything he'd 

like the committee to do to support those efforts to let us know. 
 

8. Workplan Item: Public Works Stormwater Summit 

• There has been another speaker cancellation. Wing Tam from the City of Los Angeles is 

not going to be able to attend Congress to do his presentation about green smart streets. 

• Staff asked whether the committee would like to return to our original plan of 

asking the Local Host Committee for a recommendation of someone from the 

Phoenix Metro area to talk about local stormwater issues. 
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• Mike Healy recommended that perhaps we should contact Greg Meyer about 

expanding on a presentation he did in Chicago about the cost of compliance. The 

committee asked Mike to reach out to Mr. Meyer to see if he'd like to take to do a 

presentation. (Staff note: Mike did contact Greg Meyer about this, however, Greg 

is already presenting another session at Congress and does not wish to speak at 

the Summit.) 

 

9. Workplan Item: Knowledge Group. There was discussion during the March meeting about 

implementing the concept of Knowledge Groups to expand the base of knowledge about water 

issues. The committee indicated that this is an item to keep discussing. Staff will reach out to the 

Leadership and Management Committee to see how they described their Knowledge Group and 

solicited members. 

 

10. Workplan Item: 2015-2016 Topic Content for CLLs, Articles, etc. for upcoming program year. 

• During the March meeting, two potential topics came up regarding potential content for 

FY'16 CLLs, articles, tools, etc. The committee agreed to continue discussing these and 

other topic ideas. 

o Asset Management - Water, Wastewater, Stormwater 

o Build on the success of the February 2015 CLL "Congratulations - You Are Now n 

NPDES Phase 2 MS4" by developing a series of CLLs, Reporter articles aimed at 

small communities that are new to the MS4 designation. 

 

11. Adjourn, 1:00pm Central 

 


