
  
 
 

  

 

 

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (WRMC) 

Sunday, March 22, 2015 

Kansas City, MO 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate 

for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable systems. 

 
 

Present: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Todd Wagner; Board 

Liaison: Bill Spearman; Staff: Karen Wilson 

Absent: Vicki Quiram 

 

Guests: Keith Pugh, GAC Chair; Larry Stephens, President; Brian Usher, President-Elect; Staff: Peter 

King, APWA Executive Director; Andrea Eales, Director for Government Affairs ; Anne Jackson, Director 

for Sustainability 

 

Call to Order: 

Chair Deana Donohue called the meeting to order at 8:42 a.m. 

 

Review and Approval of Meeting Summary: 

The February 26, 2015 Meeting Summary was approved as written. 

 

At-Large Director (Environment) Report and Comments: 

Bill Spearman discussed the following: 

• Feedback from Combined Meeting attendees has been positive. He suggests that perhaps 

the next time a Combined Meeting is held that the Regional Directors also be invited. Also, 

perhaps the combined portion of the meeting be held on the last day after all committees 

have met so that the committees might be able to share and collaborate more with each 

other. 

• Budget: Finance Committee meets in April and the Board in June to finalize and approve 

the FY'16 budget, so if the committee has initiative/project ideas that have budget 

implications, now is the time to discuss them. 

 

Committee discussion on Combined Meeting and Suggestions for Future Meetings: 

• Combined Meeting: The Committee suggests that for future Combined Meetings more 

time be given to the roundtable discussions. 30 minutes was not enough time for all 

viewpoints to be explored. For example, the initial group discussing Asset Management 

was frustrated when time was called as more people were just beginning to join in and 

interesting ideas were being expressed. Also, ask each participant to fill out notecards with 

their ideas whether they shared them verbally or not. These could be combined into one 

document and shared with all. 

• Combined Meeting: The newer committee members noted how helpful it was for them to 

get a rundown on the type of projects the other committees are engaged in. 
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• Future Meetings: When President-Elect Brian Usher visited the meeting, he asked for 

reaction regarding continuing the Combined Meetings. The Committee response was yes, 

but not every year. Committee Members noted their preference for the opportunity to 

meet in Washington DC to be able to meet with congressional delegations and staff and 

federal agency representatives. It was suggested that the 2016 Spring WRMC meeting be 

held in Washington DC.  

 

Center for Sustainability Report 

Anne Jackson reported the following: 

• During the Combined Meeting, the Center reported on its Sustainable Practices project. 

The Center will continue to accept ideas for projects and suggestions may be sent to Anne 

Jackson. She will be able to research and complete the project template for any new ideas. 

Committee members noted that the project's toolkit needs to specifically spell out the 

value added by the projects and be pragmatic and practical. As for other sustainable 

practice ideas, smaller cities are beginning to show interest in Green Infrastructure. Tom 

Hickmann noted that he wrote an article for AWWA about how to use existing systems to 

their greatest efficiency, accomplishing a lot with small tweaks. We might be able to 

modify this article for use for this project. 

 

Government Affairs Committee (GAC) Report 

Keith Pugh and Andrea Eales reported the following: 

• In conjunction with their upcoming meeting, members of the Government Affairs 

Committee will be meeting with staff and representatives from both the House 

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and the Senate Committee on Environment 

and Public Works. 

• One of the issues GAC will be seeking recommendations from the Technical Committees 

about is how to push advocacy efforts down to the State and Local levels. 

• Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS): USEPA and the USACE seem to be moving forward despite all 

of the comments they have received from associations, and state and local governments. 

Senator Inhofe has called for EPA to withdraw the rule and indicated that he will introduce 

legislation to prevent it. 

• GAC is tracking activity regarding a volume cap for private activity bonds. APWA has signed 

on to a coalition that is advocating that the caps not apply to wastewater and sewage 

facilities. 

• Reminder - committee members should consider setting up meetings with their 

representatives when they are back in their home districts during Congressional recesses. 

This is one of the most effective ways to advocate for public works. Local stories and 

examples specific to their constituencies have the biggest impact. If you set up such a 

meeting, please notify Andrea Eales. 

• Deana Donohue noted that the WRMC is interested in having more connection with and 

receiving information from APWA's legislative affairs staff. Andrea Eales noted that 

Government Affairs will soon be adding new staff and will be able to accommodate more 

information exchange with WRMC. 
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FY'15 WRMC Work Plan Update 

• The committee reviewed the current work plan to include committee member activities 

that are not currently reflected: 

o Tom Hickmann will be speaking to the Professional Engineers of Oregon about the 

public process for large infrastructure projects. He is also developing a presentation to 

be made at the AWWA Conference regarding risk mitigation for water resources (risk 

to fire, seismic events, groundwater contamination, underground injection control 

devices.) At some point, he could do this same presentation for APWA's Congress. His 

Master's thesis is about the public process for utility master planning. Both of these 

topics could also be adapted for Reporter articles. 

o Deana Donohue has been monitoring the Chrome 6 legislation being put forward in 

California. She will continue to report on this issue. They are lowering the MCL for it, 

although it is naturally occurring in the soil in California and Oregon. 

• Public Works Stormwater Summit: The speakers representing the Pima County, AZ 

presentation on cost benefit analysis for green infrastructure and LID have asked to 

increase their presentation time to 45 minutes. The committee agreed that the schedule 

could accommodate this, but that this presentation should be scheduled at the end of the 

day in case they do go over their allotted time. 

o Moderators and sequencing of the program still needs to be determined. This will be 

on the April agenda. 

• Report on Technical Workgroup on Flushability: APWA's representative to this workgroup, 

Dwayne Kalynchuk, provided a written report to WRMC. The committee noted it will 

review this report and discuss any issues at the April conference call. 

• InfoNOW communities - the committee expressed frustration with the current status of 

the InfoNOW communities as a mechanism for communicating committee activities and 

information sharing. It is not clear how many members are actively using it anymore. 

• Activity: The Chair of the Transportation Committee has approached the WRMC Chair for 

help in contributing to the Transportation Reporter Issue. They want a short description 

about stormwater management. Staff will get more information about this request and 

send out to the committee. 

 

FY'16 WRMC Work Plan - Brainstorm for topics and activities for next fiscal/program year 

Bill Spearman prefaced this conversation by noting that the committee should consider limiting the 

conference calls prior to the August meeting to addressing these specific ideas in-depth and 

determining plans of action for accomplishing those activities that are highest on the priority list. 

• Topic: Asset Management: Is there a strategy to help small communities implement asset 

management? For water resources facilities, perhaps the committee can develop a toolkit 

or a simplified checklist that would be fairly inexpensive to deliver. Bill Spearman noted 

that the Asset Management Board Subcommittee is working on a definition of asset 

management as it applies to public works facilities and functions. Tom Hickmann asked if 

APWA could provide small communities with a template - help them see how they can get 

from where they are, to a functioning asset management system. Other ideas included - 

APWA needs to start focusing on the value to small communities for implementing asset 

management. Perhaps the Accreditation process could be strengthened with a rating 
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system that notes -- yes, you have an asset management system, but it is only functioning 

at a "C" level.  

o The committee asked how the WRMC could provide input to the Board's asset 

management subcommittee. Perhaps, a WRMC member could be added to the 

subcommittee? Bill Spearman noted he would take this recommendation forward. 

• Topic: Build on the success of the February 2015 CLL "Congratulations - You Are Now an 

NPDES Phase 2 MS4" by developing a series of CLLs , Reporter articles aimed at small 

communities that are new to the MS4 designation. 

• Topic: Nutrient management is becoming an issue. 

• Topic: Affordability -- this is a hot topic. 

• Activity: Create a Knowledge Group similar to the Leadership & Management Committee's 

Knowledge Group that would increase the pool of expertise for articles, presentations, 

regulatory/legislative comments, etc. Initial invitations could go out to past committee 

members and individuals who have expressed interest through the nominations process 

for service on the committee. Individuals who contribute to Knowledge Group activities 

could be considered for future appointment to the committee. It was noted that this 

would be a great way to ensure a pool of expertise for all three water disciplines: water, 

wastewater, stormwater. 

• Activity: Develop a toolkit for Chapters describing how to establish Chapter Water 

Resources Committees and name Water Resources liaisons. The committee reviewed 

materials developed in 2012 and agreed they are a good start. The committee wants input 

on this from the Chapter of Councils. It was noted that the chapter committees and 

liaisons would also be a great resource to add to the proposed Knowledge Group. This 

activity will be part of the FY'16 Work Plan.  

o The committee reviewed a chart showing those chapters that already have water 

committees or liaisons and Arizona is one of them. The Committee will reach out to 

the Chapter and invite the liaison to attend the August WRMC meeting at the Phoenix 

Congress.  

 

FY'15 and FY'16 Work Plan -- Position Statements 

Bill Spearman recommended that the committee approach the Position Statements from a clean slate 

point of view and to review each one from the standpoint of whether it is necessary, up-to-date, and 

on-point. He also recommends annotations be added listing the dates each were created and 

updated. 

 

Tom Hickmann recommended that the GAC consider an improved format for the Position 

Statements, especially if being sent to elected officials. The top three priorities of the statement 

should be bulleted at the top for easier review by the officials. 

 

Proposed Drinking Water Position Statement: Deana Donohue noted that due to time constraints, this 

Position Statement won't be completed in FY'15 

• Recommendation:  Finalization of this position statement should be included on the FY'16 

Work Plan. 

 

Proposed Integrated Planning Position Statement: Todd Wagner has been drafting this statement.  
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• Recommendation: Todd Wager to reformat this statement and submit to staff to forward 

to the GAC.) 

 

Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Waste: The Solid Waste Management Committee (SWMC) is also 

reviewing this statement. 

• Recommendation: Communicate with the SWMC that WRMC has discussed how this 

Position Statement could include reference to places where safe disposal is available and 

should be consistent with the positions advocated by SWANA and WEF. 

 

Use of RDA to Regulate Stormwater Discharges: David Mason has made recommendations for how 

this statement could be re-sequenced. 

• Recommendation: The Committee agreed with Mr. Mason's proposed revision and 

recommends that Position Statement be updated and forwarded to GAC. 

 

National Drought Policy: The committee discussed how there could be a tie-in between this position 

statement and the proposed drinking water statement. 

• Recommendation: That no revisions be made to this statement at this time, however, the 

committee should revisit it as it reviews the proposed drinking water statement in FY'16. 

Also - this topic overlaps with the Sustainability Center and the Emergency Management 

Committee and they should be consulted when this statement is brought forward for 

discussion again. 

 

Funding for Water / Wastewater: David Mason made some suggestions for draft changes. 

• Recommendation: David Mason was asked to add bullet points highlighting these changes. 

Also some reference to affordability - the need for a definitive affordability model or 

index. The committee will review again at a future conference call or the August meeting. 

  

Federal SSO Policy:  

• Recommendation: Keep as is for now, but review again after the "One Water" and 

Integrated Planning statements are agreed upon so that all the statements are consistent. 

 

Endangered Species Act: The committee questioned how this Position Statement was part of the 

WRMC statements. No one on the committee could remember when this Position Statement was 

first developed and why. 

• Recommendation: Keep as is for now, but since endangered species regulations differ 

between agencies, the perspectives of the Transportation and Solid Waste committees 

should be sought before any recommendations are made for updating it or shelving it. 

 

Clean Water Policy: Deana Donohue has been reviewing this statement. Language regarding the One 

Water concept should be included. 

• Recommendation: Keep as is for now, but revisit in FY'16 after One Water phrasing is 

agreed upon for consistency across other Position Statements. 

 

Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 
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