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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 12:00pm Central 

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, 

maintain, and improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of 

life. 

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: 

 On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable 

systems. 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Deana Donohue, Chair, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Todd Wagner; Board 

Liaison: Bill Spearman; Center for Sustainability Liaison: Mike Healy; Small Cities Rural Communities 

Liaison: Stan Brown; Staff: Karen Wilson 

 

Absent: Members: Thomas Hickmann, Vicki Quiram 
 

 

1. Call to Order – Deana Donohue, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:03 p.m. CDT 

• Meeting Summary Approval:  December 18, 2014 Meeting Summary approved as written. 

 

2. Introduction of new Government Affairs Director 

• Peter King, Executive Director introduced Andrea Eales, APWA’s new Director of 

Government Affairs. Andrea will be responsible for leading APWA’s government affairs 

and advocacy efforts. 

 

3. Legislative Affairs Report 

• Peter King drew the committee’s attention to the email he sent out on January 17, 2015 

regarding the White House announcement about a new suite of initiatives under the Build 

America program. The email includes a list of the key items in the announcement including 

roads, ports, water and wastewater systems, and rural infrastructure. However, very little 

mention of these initiatives was made during the State of Union address. Staff will 

continue to monitor these initiatives and provide updates to the committee. 

 

4. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported the following: 

• The Board will meet the end of February in conjunction with the Chapter Leadership and 

Council of Chapters meetings. 

• The North American Snow Conference will be held in Grand Rapids, MI April 12-15, 2015. 

Registration is open for those interested in attending this event. 

• Staff and the Finance Committee are beginning to work on the FY’16 budget. 
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• The nominations process will begin soon. Staff will be notifying committee members when 

the process begins. (Staff note: Karen Wilson has already contacted those whose terms end in August 

2015 and will follow-up with those that have not yet responded.) 

• Please be thinking about potential nominations for this year’s Water Resources Manager 

Award. 

 

5. Center for Sustainability Report – Mike Healy 

 

Mr. Healy reminded the committee about the Center’s request for the Technical Committees’ 

assistance for a project called Identifying and Promoting Sustainable Practices in Public Works. 

Technical Committees are asked to identify the top three sustainable practices within their 

disciplines. These practices will be compiled into a publication.  

 

Karen Wilson noted that during the December conference call these Committee members 

volunteered to send Gail Clark information about sustainable practices for each of the three 

Water Resources disciplines. 

 1. Stormwater – Vicki Quiram 

 2. Water – Deana Donohue 

 3. Wastewater – Tom Hickmann 

During the December conference call, Ms. Clark provided to the committee the forms to be 

completed. Ms. Clark noted during this call that because of the committee’s current workload, 

that if members simply identified the three practices and noted where they are being 

implemented; she would do the research to complete the forms. Mr. Healy indicated that he was 

submitting a practice about Water and would be willing to complete the forms for the committee 

if they would like to send their identified practices to him. 

 

6. Small Cities Rural Communities Report – Stan Brown 

 

• Mr. Brown reminded the committee that the jointly planned CLL between the WRMC and 

SCRC is scheduled for February 12, 2015. It will be a good presentation with some 

excellent speakers. 

• Karen Wilson noted that registration for this event is full.  We have a limit through the 

software contract of 90 sites per program. Please alert your colleagues who may not have 

signed up yet that the recording of the program will be available through the Members 

Library the week following the program. 

 

7. Media Requests: 

• Request from Storm Water Solutions for recommendations about stormwater and erosion 

control industry leaders. Laura Bynum, APWA Media Relations Manager sent the 

committee an email on December 18, 2014 about this request. ** Mike Healy indicated 

that he recommended two names: Paul Hindman and Eric Labelle. Noting that these 

individuals are good recommendations, Deana Donohue asked the committee if they have 

any other names to submit to send them to Laura Bynum (lbynum@apwa.net) 

• Request from Environmental Business Journal regarding water/wastewater issues and 

how APWA members view the current business conditions within the industry and any 
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impacts for the legislative agenda. **Deana Donohue and Eric Labelle have volunteered to 

be interviewed by this publication. 

 

8. Position Statements: Staff posted to Base Camp on January 21, 2015, the committee’s current 

position statements, plus an outline for a proposed new position statement on Drinking Water 

prepared by Deana Donohue. (The Position Statements were also emailed to the committee on 

January 21, 2015.) 

• After discussion, it was agreed that all committee members will read all of the current 

position statements and note which ones they each think need to be updated. Then via 

Base Camp/Email exchange, committee members will volunteer for which one(s) they 

each want to provide the updates. These updates should be completed and distributed to 

the full committee for review during the February Conference Call. 
o Staff Recommendation: Staff suggests that the committee use Base Camp to post their comments 

about which Position Statements need to be updated and why --- so that the full committee has 

access to each other’s ideas. 

• Todd Wagner volunteered to prepare a new Position Statement on Integrated Planning. 

o After discussion on whether or not to combine some Position Statements into one 

document under the One Water concept, it was agreed that it would be best to still 

maintain the individual Position Statements but to include reference to those that 

fit under the One Water concept into the Integrated Planning Position Statement 

being prepared by Todd. 

• Deana Donohue will complete the new proposed Position Statement on Drinking Water 

for the full committee to review during the February conference call. 

 

9. InfoNOW posting: David Mason will post an item about the updated guidance from EPA about the 

Financial Capability Assessment which includes statements about the framework for affordability 

and the integrated planning concept.  

 

10. Spring Meeting 

• Information about travel to the March Spring Meeting will be distributed to the 

committee this week.  (Staff note: Karen Wilson sent the committee information about travel 

arrangements on January 23, 2015. The hotel reservation form must be turned in by February 16, 2015, so 

please make your fight arrangements prior to then so that we know which nights you need hotel 

accommodations.) 

 

11. Adjourn: 12:55pm Central 

 

Next conference call will be Thursday, February 26, 2015 


