
  

 

 

  

 

 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (WRMC) 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 
11:00am Eastern, 10:00am Central, 9:00am Mountain, 8:00am Pacific 

 
MEETING SUMMARY  

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate 
for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable systems. 
 
 

Present: Deana Donohue, Chair, Tom Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason; Kristina Ramirez, Board 
Liaison: Bill Spearman Center for Sustainability Liaison: Steph Larocque. Staff: Josh Reiner, Karen 
Wilson  
 

Call to Order: 10:04 am. CDT - Deana Donohue, Chair 

 The chair requested that committee members share their primary areas of expertise: 
o Deana Donohue – works for a water utility and primary expertise in water/water utility  
o Kristina Ramirez – works for a municipality and has responsibility for water, 

wastewater, and stormwater functions 
o David Mason – works for engineering firm, with primary expertise in stormwater 
o Tom Hickmann – works for a municipality and primary expertise in water resource 

issues and water policy but also responsible for stormwater and transportation capital 
projects. 

o Eric Labelle – (had not joined the call yet.) 
  

Legislative Affairs – Josh Reiner 

 A Continuing Resolution is expected to pass this week to extend government funding until 
December 11, 2015. There will be pressure on the new Speaker of the House to get a long-
term deal done. 

 The Army Corps of Engineers is being called before the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee to discuss what coordination they had with EPA on the Waters of the U.S. rule. 
The Corps has sent out a number of memos about EPA’s handling of the way the rule was 
written. The hearing is Wednesday, September 30 and will be broadcast on the Senate 
Environment and Public Works web page. 

 Josh led a discussion of how APWA could position itself to lead the way forward regarding 
how the U.S. regulates its waters. He referenced a document he prepared with his thoughts 
on about where APWA can lead the way in the modernization of the Clean Water Act which 
has not been amended since 1987. (See Attachment 1). 

o Josh asked the committee to review this document and think about what the guiding 
principles should be on how the Clean Water Act should be reformed. He also asked 
for examples from committee members that reflect the impacts of both the current 
Act and potential revisions. 

o Committee members asked about a deadline for comments, what should be the 
primary focus, and on what level should comments be directed? It was agreed that 
committee members would send comments to Josh by November 9, 2015; the focus 
should be on modernizing the regulatory processes and resources; the level to be 
addressed for now should be at the definitional level before moving on to next steps. 
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o Eric Labelle noted that from his experience the issues have been around the siloed 
approaches to combatting pollution, resulting in no control over the financial impacts 
on local governments. Instead of having one authority that indicates where an 
agency’s funds would best be spent for the most impact, there are multiple authorities 
requiring that funds be spent in multiple areas. So an agency’s limited dollars are not 
devoted to solutions that would have the greatest impact. 

  

Center for Sustainability Liaison: Steph Larocque introduced himself as the new liaison from the 
Center for Sustainability, discussing his background and Center activities. 
 

Workplan Item: Developing a Click Listen and Learn to be held in February, 2016 

 The committee discussed potential CLL topics and what might have the most relevance at this 
time. Discussion centered around asset management for stormwater/ tools for smaller 
communities. Tom Hickmann, Eric Labelle, and Kristina Ramirez all had ideas for speakers and 
what the focus of the CLL could be, so they volunteered to be the subgroup that help develop 
the CLL.  

  

Workplan Item: Reporter Articles for Water Issue 

 The February issue of the Reporter will be the Water Resources issue. 
o It is the Water Resources Management Committee’s responsibility to submit 6-8 

articles for this issue. These articles may be written by the committee members 
themselves or committee members should find other authors to submit them. 

o Length must be between 800-1200 words. 
o Deadline for submission is December 15, 2015. 

 STAFF NOTE: See attached table (Attachment 2) showing which committee 
members, so far, have volunteered to write or find writers for specific topics. 

 In addition to the 6-8 articles referenced in the bullet point above, volunteers are requested 
to write the following: 

o Ghostwrite the APWA President’s Message that appears on the inside cover of this 
issue. **Deana Donohue volunteered to write this article. 

o The Leadership & Management Committee has requested someone from the WRMC 
to co-write an article on leadership related to water resources for the February article. 
**Kristina Ramirez volunteered to co-write this article. 

  

Workplan Item: Request for Input on Effective Utility Management (EUM) framework update 

 A focus group is being formed to participate in a review of the EUM framework. A request has 
been made for a participant from the WRMC. The requirements are for participation are: 
*attend one of two webinars (either October 15 or October 20), *attend one conference call 
to provide feedback. *attend one additional call (if necessary) to brainstorm ideas for 
promoting EUM to APWA members. 

 STAFF NOTE: During the week following the September 29 call, Kristina Ramirez 
volunteered to participate in this focus group. 

 
Adjourn: 11:00am Central   Next call is Tuesday, October 27, 2015, 10:00am Central 
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Attachment 1 – September 29 WRMC Draft Meeting Summary 

Clean Water Act Modernization – Guiding Principles 

 
The American Public Works Association (APWA) encourages Congress to modernize the Clean Water Act, the 
central law that protects our nation’s water resources. The Clean Water Act was last amended in 1987 when 
stormwater runoff became regulated. While the intent of the law is necessary for public health and protection 
of the environment, the law has weaknesses that need to be dealt with to keep the pace of economic, 
scientific, and technological improvements.  
 
Broadly, APWA supports a comprehensive, integrated watershed approach to water resources management 
with all key stakeholders, including agricultural, commercial, industrial, recreational and municipal service 
providers. Broad-based involvement makes watershed programs more cost-effective, limits duplications of 
effort, gains stakeholder support, increases efficiency in meeting water quality goals, and promotes public 
awareness. 
 
A modernization of the Clean Water Act should include: 

 A “Bright-line” Definition for What Is Jurisdictional: Recent court cases, and the controversy over the 
“Waters of the U.S. Rule,” should be cleared up by Congress enacting legislation that will give clear 
boundaries for federal jurisdiction. 
 

 Proportionate Share: All parties that contribute pollution into a watershed should do their proportional 
share to reduce or eliminate pollution. Local governments should not be forced by regulatory authorities 
to clean up more than they contribute. 
 

 Modernizing Regulatory Processes and Redirecting Resources: Changes in agency policies and practices 
should be subject to public notice and comment, as well as judicial review. Finally, jurisdictional 
determinations should be binding with the right to judicial review along with a prohibition on the agency 
unilaterally revoking permits. All permitting decisions could be appealed to a three-party commission 
selected by the Secretaries of Commerce, Transportation, and Defense that is confirmed by the Senate. 
 

 Modernizing the Law’s Enforcement Mechanisms: A sole agency should be given jurisdiction of enforcing 
the CWA at the federal level. That agency should be required to provide proof of its jurisdiction and of any 
violation upon issuing an administrative order, with the right of the accused party to have judicial review. 
 

 Incentives for Stakeholder Participation: A watershed approach has a greater chance of success if real 
incentives are provided to stakeholders for their participation. These could include a commitment of 
additional time to achieve water quality standards, streamlining permit processes, pollutant trading, 
priority consideration for Clean Water Act grants, or prioritization of available agricultural conservation 
funds within the watershed.  
 

 Long-term Planning: The watershed approach encourages a management cycle to lay out long-term plans 
for assessing, maintaining, restoring and protecting water resources. This cycle supports sustainable, cost-
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effective and affordable projects, with long-term continuity in program planning, execution, enforcement, 
and evaluation of results. CWA permit limits should be expanded beyond 5 years so communities can 
properly budget the cost of compliance while addressing other non-permit required priorities associated 
with the quality of our nation’s waters. 

 
The APWA membership is largely responsible for the local administration of water pollution control programs 
prescribed by the Clean Water Act. Of APWA’s 28,7000 membership, approximately 49% are responsible for 
stormwater management and flood control and 32% are responsible for wastewater collection and 
treatment. Our membership understands the need to continue to improve the nation’s water resources, but 
also recognizes that the current model used by regulators as outlined by the CWA is no longer applicable and is 
in need of immediate change. 

 
Attachment 2 – September 29 WRMC Draft Meeting Summary 

 

Reporter  Water Issue Topic Ideas 

Committee Member Topic Ideas 

Deana Donohue 1. Water System SCADA 
2. Chromium VI Treatment Alternatives 

Tom Hickmann   

Eric LaBelle   

Dave Mason 1. Green infrastructure 
2. WEF MS4 award winners - reach out to them for articles (Cities of 
Charlotte and Alexandria were mentioned.) 

Kristina Ramirez 1. GIS implementation – an article about the basics of implementation. 
Describe how her agency has a system that incorporaates water, sewers, 
and stormwater. 

 
 
 
 
 


