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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, September 25, 2014, 12:00 p.m. Central 

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, 

maintain, and improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of 

life. 

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: 

 On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable 

systems. 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Vicki 

Quiram, Todd Wagner; Board Liaison: Bill Spearman; Center for Sustainability Liaison: Mike Healy; 

SCRC Liaison: Stan Brown; Staff: Tracy Okoroike, Karen Wilson 

 

1. Call to Order – Deana Donohue, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:03 p.m. CDT 

• Meeting Summary Approval:  August 18, 2014 Meeting Summary approved as written. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported the following: 

• Registrations and exhibit sales for the 2014 APWA Congress exceeded budget projections. 

50,000 square feet of exhibit space is already pre-sold for the 2015 Congress. 

• Since for FY’14, we were able to budget to 97%, the extra dollars will go a long way to 

funding reserves. 

 

3. Center for Sustainability Liaison – Mike Healy reported the following: 

• The Center seeks assistance from the Technical Committees to identify successful 

sustainable practices and case studies to include in the Center’s toolkit/library of best 

management practices within each discipline. 

• As the committee plans its CLL’s, and article topics for this year, the Center asks that, if it 

fits in the topic context, to include sustainability practices, including financial/budgeting 

sustainability benefits. 

 

4. Small Cities Rural Communities (SCRC) Liaison – Stan Brown reported the following: 

• The SCRC is hearing from small communities seeking guidance on how to step up to the 

challenge of becoming Phase II Communities. 

• Rural and small communities are also concerned about the lack of clarity in the provisions 

in the proposed Waters of the U.S. rule. 

 

5. Proposed Waters of the U.S. Rule – Committee discussion included the following: 



Page 2 of 4 
 

• Ms. Donohue noted that she’s been reading the proposed rule and will post her thoughts 

and concerns to Base Camp next week. She asked that other committee members also use 

Base Camp to share their concerns and ideas with other committee members and staff. 

• Eric Labelle noted that in his area, everyone simply wants to understand what the 

provisions mean. His colleagues, who attended the EPA listening session in Wooster, MA, 

reported back that EPA presented the same position as they had at other similar meetings 

around the country - which is that the rule doesn’t really change anything.  

• Mr. Labelle noted that his city has developed comments and he will post those to Base 

Camp for the committee to review. 

• David Mason noted that he also has access to papers/positions from other groups and 

he’ll post them. He said that most are concerned with the vagueness of the language 

meaning that third party interests might interpret differently. The view of the proposal 

rule depends on the groups’ perspectives. For example, the biologists in his office say that 

nothing is changing, there will be no impact. But small communities in his area are worried 

and need more clarification. 

• Mr. Spearman noted that the Corps of Engineers has been virtually silent on this. Vicki 

Quiram said that the State of New Hampshire recently sent information to the Corps 

emphatically stating that the WOTUS wording is confusing and that it is time to stop until 

it can be clarified. 

• Ms. Donohue noted that in the preamble it looks like they are purposely not trying to 

define everything down to the basic level because they are trying to minimize the kinds of 

issues that could be taken to court. Mr. Labelle noted that in the end it will be the courts 

that will decide. 

• Todd Wagner noted that the noise in Missouri is actually coming from farmers groups. Ms. 

Donohue said that proposed rule says that it doesn’t affect long-term exemptions like 

farming, so what are they worried about? Mr. Wagner replied that the concern is about 

ditches and ponds. 

• Mr. Spearman indicated that the problem is with the word “nexus”. Counties are also up in 

arms about that. 

• Ms. Quiram said someone recently sent her a link from ABC News that stated that the U.S. 

House of Representatives moved to block the EPA WOTUS rule. Tracy Okoroike said that’s 

correct – the House passed the bill before they left for recess. Essentially the bill is not 

going to pass the Senate, but the House was sending a message. This House Bill did have 

bi-partisan support. Ms. Okoroike noted that if the rule goes into effect, that down the 

road Congress could still submit language in the budget process prohibiting the agency 

from enforcing the rule. 

• Ms. Donohue asked when staff needs the committee’s thoughts in order to pull APWA’s 

comments together. Ms. Okoroike recommended October 8, 2014 as the deadline. 

• Ms. Donohue asked the committee to continue to post ideas to Base Camp and that staff 

set up a special conference call on either October 6 or 7 for the committee to discuss. 
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6. Committee Workplan Activities / Building the 2014-2015 Workplan 

• Reporter Articles for the February 2015 Issue: 

o Deadline for submission: Monday, December 15, 2014. 

o 6 – 8 articles; 800-1200 words each 

o High-resolution photos (and accompanying captions) to illustrate the 

articles will be appreciated. 

o Discussion on possible articles: 

� Mike Healy: Sustainable Water Utilities/drought issues 

� Dave Mason: Funding is a concern for some communities; perhaps an 

article about setting up stormwater utilities. 

� Todd Wager: Possible one on integrated planning –or- one about the 

success of their stormwater task force (in Springfield, Mo they get 

public input from a 30 member task force) 

� Vicki Quiram: How a municipality can put together a climate resiliency 

plan. Tracy Okoroike noted that the availability of resiliency grants 

might be included in such an article. 

� Mike Healy: Suggested something in wastewater-getting operators 

licensed and retaining them is becoming a big issue. 

� Deana Donohue: Likes the idea about wastewater operators and will 

look into preparing an article about that. Another idea would be about 

hydraulics of a water tank. 

� Eric Labelle: Will think about an article topic and get back to the 

committee. 

o Please keep thinking about your article ideas and share them on Base 

Camp. 

 

• Click Listen & Learn Topic 

 

o Based on comments from SCRC Liaison, Stan Brown, at the August meeting, 

the committee determined that a timely topic for the February CLL would 

be information for communities that are anticipating having to step up to 

be Phase II /MS4 communities. Stormwater is one of the bigger issues now 

for small communities. It was suggested that we find examples of smaller 

communities who have already put a program together -- that the CLL could 

be like a “cook book” for setting up a successful program. 

 

o Staff suggested that this would be a great topic to partner with SCRC on. 

Mr. Brown agreed. He will put a call out to SCRC communities to find 

success stories and people willing to speak about it. David Mason indicated 

that he knows of some good resources too. Bill Spearman will also check for 

potential resources for this topic. Stan Brown and David Mason will work 

together to come up with language to post on InfoNOW or other share lists 

to solicit potential case studies and speakers. (Will share with Karen Wilson) 
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• InfoNOW postings 

o Staff will put together a matrix and send out to the Committee everybody 

to volunteer which months they will take for posting to InfoNOW. 

 

• Brainstorm WRMC priorities for 2014-2015 – Activities and issues to include in the 

Work Plan. 

o Tabled for discussion at next regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

7. Adjourn – 1:02 p.m. Central 

 

Staff will send a Meeting Wizard for potential times for special October 6 or 7, 2014 Call. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting will be October 23, 2014, 12:00 p.m. Central 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 


