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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, December 18, 2014, 3:00 p.m. Central 

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, 

maintain, and improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of 

life. 

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: 

 On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable 

systems. 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Vicki 

Quiram, Todd Wagner; Board Liaison: Bill Spearman; Staff: Karen Wilson 
 

 

1. Call to Order – Deana Donohue, Chair 

• Called to order at 3:04 p.m. CDT 

• Meeting Summary Approval:  November 19, 2014 Meeting Summary approved as written. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported the following: 

• APWA is looking to rebrand Congress, giving it a new and more modern feel. The new 

concept and brand will be introduced at the 2015 Congress and the first event under the 

new brand will be in 2016. 

• Membership numbers continue to hold steady between the 28,500-29,000 mark.  

• Staff and the Finance Committee are beginning to work on the FY’16 budget. 

 

3. Center for Sustainability  - Gail Clark, Canadian Advocacy and Outreach Manager 

 

The Center for Sustainability is requesting the Technical Committees’ assistance for a project 

called Identifying and Promoting Sustainable Practices in Public Works. Technical Committees 

are asked to identify the top three sustainable practices within their disciplines. These practices 

will be compiled into a publication.  

 

Gail Clark indicated that because of the short timeframe and the committee’s current workload, 

she is asking the committee to simply identify the three practices and to note where they are 

being implemented. She will do the research to complete the full description and then ask the 

Committee to review that description before she provides it to the Center. 

• What is the practice? 

• How does the practice make the community more sustainable? 

• Where is it being implemented? 

• Provide web links for more information. 
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Committee discussion on possible practices: 

• Asset Management – suggested by Eric Labelle 

• Green Infrastructure (GI) – suggested by Vicki Quiram 
David Mason noted that he has access to a peer review on GI. He will send a copy to Vicki for 

her to review. (NOTE: David sent a copy of this to the full committee on 12-18-14. If you would 

like to review it, it is posted at Base Camp.) 

• These Committee members volunteered to send Gail information about sustainable 

practices for each of the three Water Resources disciplines. 

 1. Stormwater – Vicki Quiram 

 2. Water – Deana Donohue 

 3. Wastewater – Tom Hickmann 

• Due Date: January 20, 2015. Please send this information to Gail Clark – gclark@apwa.net  

 

4. Committee Workplan 

• InfoNOW posting: Eric Labelle is responsible for the December posting. Tom Hickmann 

suggested that Eric post something about the new TMDL guide, recommending that 

members review it. 

• Position Statements: Copies of the current position statements will be distributed prior to 

the January meeting at which time assignments for who will review each one will be 

made. 

• Deana noted that part of the ongoing workplan has been to develop a plan to encourage 

chapters to name liaisons to the Water Resources Management Committee.  Bill 

Spearman noted that this will be a topic at the Chapter Leaders Training being held in 

February. Information about those discussions will be available to the committee prior to 

the spring meeting. 

 

5. Spring Meeting 

• Information about travel to the March Spring Meeting will be distributed in January. 

 

6. Flood Hazard Determinations: Staff forwarded to the committee a request received on December 

17, 2014 for comments on the proposed flood hazard determinations. The committee was asked 

if they feel this is an issue that APWA for which should submit comments. 

• NOTE: After this conference call, committee members reviewed the Federal Register 

Posting and noted that this appeared to be the required public notification for Flood 

Hazard Map modifications being proposed by FEMA in a number of communities. 

Typically, these determinations are very specific to the individual communities and it is 

generally the communities themselves that submit comments and, if necessary, appeals. It 

is not something for APWA to submit comments about from a national perspective. This 

information was forwarded to the staff liaison for the Emergency Management Committee 

who initially posed the question. 

 

7. Adjourn 4:00pm Central 

 

Next conference call will be January 22, 2015, 12Noon Central 


