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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014, 12:00 p.m. Central 

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, 

maintain, and improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of 

life. 

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: 

 On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable 

systems. 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Vicki 

Quiram, Todd Wagner; Board Liaison: Bill Spearman; SCRC Liaison: Stan Brown; Staff: Karen Wilson, 

Tracy Okoroike, Peter King 
 

 

1. Call to Order – Deana Donohue, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:03 p.m. CDT 

• Meeting Summary Approval:  October 23, 2014 Meeting Summary approved as written. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported the following: 

1. The APWA Board and the Finance Committee met the weekend of November 7, 2014 in 

Kansas City. Primary agenda items included discussion of the DCS Center and the path 

forward and developing budget priorities for FY’16.  

2. The 2014 Congress met or exceeded budget projections for exhibit sales and attendance. 

3. Mr. Spearman expressed the Board’s appreciation to staff for the development and 

submission of APWA’s comments on the proposed Waters of the US rule and for the work 

done cooperatively with other associations on joint statements and comments. 

 

3. Committee Workplan Activities / Building the 2014-2015 Workplan 

1. February CLL: Thank you to David Mason and Stan Brown who planned the February CLL 

called: “Congratulations, You Are Now an NPDES Phase 2 MS4. This CLL is planned 

collaboratively by the Water Resources Management Committee and the Small Cities 

Rural Communities Committee. Speakers are: Scott McClelland, CDM Smith; Emily 

Davenport, City of Valdosta, GA; Jay Hoskins, Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District. 

 

• Reporter Articles for the February 2015 Issue: 

o Deadline for submission: Monday, December 15, 2014. 

o 6 – 8 articles; 800-1200 words each 

o High-resolution photos, charts/graphs (and accompanying captions) to 

illustrate the articles will be appreciated. 

o Discussion on progress for developing articles for February Reporter issue: 
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1. Integrated Planning. Todd Wagner has already submitted this 

article. 

2.  Stormwater Utility Development. David Mason is working with 

other consultants at CDM Smith to write this article. 

3. How a Municipality Can Put Together a Climate Resiliency Plan. 

Vicki Quiram is working with staff at the State of New Hampshire to 

write this article. 

4.  Small Scale Asset Management for Water Facilities. Eric Labelle is 

working with some experts in the consulting community to develop 

this article. 

5.  Building a Tank in a Built Out Environment. Deana Donohue is 

working on this article with other staff at the California American 

Water Company. 

6.  Sustainable Practices for Water/Wastewater Utilities. Mike Healy 

from the Center for Sustainability is working on this article. 

7. Jim Maxwell, retired Commissioner of Public Works, City of New 

Rochelle, NY submitted an unsolicited article to the Editor of the 

Reporter. The committee reviewed the article called “Stormwater 

Management – Progress through Inter-Municipal Cooperation” and 

agreed that it would make a nice compliment to the articles the 

committee is developing for the Water Issue. Staff will relay this 

recommendation to the Reporter Editor. 

 

• Review of Congress proposals in Water/wastewater and Stormwater categories 

o Proposals were sent to the committee on November 11. The rating 

spreadsheets for the water/wastewater category are due back to Karen 

Wilson on December 5. The rating spreadsheets for the stormwater 

category are due back to Karen on December 15. 

o Public Works Stormwater Summit: Eric Labelle, David Mason, and Todd 

Wagner will have a separate conference call to discuss theme/concept for 

the Public Works Stormwater Summit. Staff will also put this group in touch 

with Robin Bain, City of Peoria, AZ who will be able to provide information 

about local stormwater issues. 

 

• InfoNOW postings 

o October/April – Deana 

o November/May – Tom 

o December/June – Eric 

o January/July – David 

o February/August – Vicki 

o March/September – Todd 

� The November InfoNOW post will be about the WOTUS Comments. 

 

4. Brainstorm WRMC priorities for 2014-2015 – Activities and issues to include in Workplan. 
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• David Mason noted that during the discussions for planning the February CLL on 

small communities and MS4 designation, it became clear that there is opportunity 

to develop a series of offerings that would provide small communities technical 

assistance in this area. We’d be able to drill down into Eric Labelle also noted that 

asset management and determining performance indicators could also be part of 

a companion series on how to build sustainable systems.  

o Karen Wilson said that she’s been talking with Becky Stein, who 

manages APWA’s Certification Program, about facilitating a project 

whereby we group or bundle together past CLL programs making it 

easier for communities who need information and/or individuals 

seeking certification or recertification to access relevant information to 

their needs. This could be the basis of packaging “series” of programs 

for small communities or for those needing asset management 

information, etc.  

o Stan Brown indicated that he like this idea. As we group information 

topically (i.e. getting funding info or planning info together) we could 

begin to see where the “holes” are and be able to plan new programs, 

sessions, and articles on that basis. He can see it being a toolkit or best 

practices guide.  

o Karen Wilson said that although staff can begin pulling the information 

together, we will still need the committee’s help in reviewing the 

programs to see if the information/content of individual programs is still 

relevant and accurate. 

• The rest of the committee agreed that these issues are ones that should be rising 

to the top of the priority list for development of education and article content in 

the coming months. It was requested that this be a major component of the 

agenda for the Spring meeting in March and it was noted that we could add this 

project to the workplan. 

o Eric Labelle noted that this issue might also involve the Council of 

Chapters and their planning. 

o Deana Donohue stated that in relation to the Council of Chapters we 

still have the ongoing issue of encouraging the Chapters to have Water 

Resources liaisons. 

o Eric Labelle said that he’s noticed that for smaller chapters 

finding engaged members to be committee liaisons is difficult. 

o Peter King noted that at the Chapter Leaders training coming up 

in February, one of the agenda items will be for the At-Large-

Directors will visit with Chapter Leaders about the roles of the 

Technical Committees and the issue of chapter liaisons to the 

committee. 

 

5. Legislative Update – Peter King 

 

• On November 14, 2014, APWA submitted comments on the Waters of the U.S. 

rule. Mr. King expressed his appreciation to the committee for making 
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suggestions for comments and reviewing the draft. In addition to sending a 

separate letter, APWA also signed on to a joint letter with National League of 

Cities, The U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National Association of Counties, 

National Association of Regional Councils, National Association of County 

Engineers, and the National Association of Flood and Stormwater Management 

Agencies. APWA’s letter and the joint letter are available on the website. (Visit 

http://cqrcengage.com/apawa/home.)  

• APWA is reaching out to new House and Senate members and new Committee 

chairs resulting from the recent mid-term elections. APWA will also contact the 

Advocates Network and encouraging people to contact the new members. 

• An update on local measures that were approved, during the last election, is 

available in the APWA Washington Report. 

http://www.apwa.net/resources/WashingtonReport  

 

6. Spring Meeting: The 2015 Combined Spring Technical Committees meeting will be the weekend of 

March 20-22, 2015 in Kansas City, Missouri. Some committees will meet on Friday, March 20
th

. 

The combined meeting for all committees will be Saturday, March 21
st

. The WRMC will meet on 

Sunday, March 22
nd

. That means that you will fly in on Friday and attend the combined meeting 

on Saturday and the committee meeting on Sunday. Depending on flight schedules, you will fly 

out of Kansas City either on Sunday night or Monday morning. 

 

7. Adjourn – 1:01 p.m. Central 

 

**Staff will send a Meeting Wizard to survey for potential times for the December call since the 

regularly scheduled time falls on Christmas. 
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