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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, October 23, 2014, 12:00 p.m. Central 

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, 

maintain, and improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of 

life. 

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: 

 On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable 

systems. 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Deana Donohue, Chair, Thomas Hickmann, Eric Labelle, David Mason, Vicki 

Quiram, Todd Wagner; Board Liaison: Bill Spearman; Center for Sustainability Liaison: Mike Healy; 

SCRC Liaison: Stan Brown; Staff: Karen Wilson 
 

Absent: 

Committee Members: Tom Hickmann, Vicki Quiram 

 

1. Call to Order – Deana Donohue, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:03 p.m. CDT 

• Meeting Summary Approval:  September 25, 2014 Meeting Summary approved as written. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported the following: 

• The APWA Board and the Finance Committee will meet the weekend of November 7, 2014 

in Kansas City. Primary agenda items will include discussion of the DCS Center and 

developing budget priorities for FY’16.  

• The 2014 Congress met or exceeded budget projections for exhibit sales and attendance. 

• APWA appreciates this committee’s input on drafting comments for the proposed Waters 

of the U.S. (WOTUS) regulations. Draft comments will go out to the WRMC for review in 

early November. EPA and the USACE have still not been recognizing the issues in the 

proposed regulations with upland ditches and the differing definition of floodplain than 

what FEMA uses. In addition to other associations and local agencies, a number of 

Governors and Attorney Generals, and the Small Business Administration are also 

encouraging EPA to pull back on these proposed regulations. 

 

3. Center for Sustainability Liaison – Mike Healy reported the following: 

• No report for this month. 

 

4. Small Cities Rural Communities (SCRC) Liaison – Stan Brown reported the following: 

• SCRC will also be part of the combined committee meetings in March. Mr. Brown plans to 

stay on and attend the WRMC meeting occurring that Sunday.  
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5. Committee Workplan Activities / Building the 2014-2015 Workplan 

• Reporter Articles for the February 2015 Issue: 

o Deadline for submission: Monday, December 15, 2014. 

o 6 – 8 articles; 800-1200 words each 

o High-resolution photos, charts/graphs (and accompanying captions) to 

illustrate the articles will be appreciated. 

o Discussion on progress for developing articles for February Reporter issue: 

� Mike Healy: Preparing an article about sustainable practices for 

water/water utilities. 

� Dave Mason: Preparing an article about funding related to stormwater 

utilities development. Will cover why to choose this option and what 

communities need to think about as they plan. 

� Todd Wager: Has almost completed an article on integrated planning.  

� Vicki Quiram: Reported at last meeting that she was preparing an article 

about how a municipality can put together a climate resiliency plan.  

� Deana Donohue: Preparation of an article about building a tank in a 

built out system is underway. Also looking at developing a potential 

article about wastewater operator licensing or one about water quality 

issues. 

� Eric Labelle: Will be working with some outside consultants Eric Labelle: 

Small scale asset management.  

 

• Click Listen & Learn Topic: Topic will center around helping small and rural 

communities prepare for MS4 designation and the steps needed to comply 

o Stan Brown and David Mason have put together a summary of progress for 

planning this CLL. Mr. Brown sent an email out to the SCRC InfoNOW 

Communities seeking examples and speakers for this program. The main 

response to the question was not people volunteering to share their best 

practices but rather many who will be interested in viewing the program. 

Right now, the plan is to pull together a three member panel that will start 

off with a consultant from CDM Smith to provide an overview of Phase II 

requirements and talk about how communities can gauge how prepared 

they are to become an MS4. Topics will include the feasibility/assessment 

process, cost of service, stormwater master planning and funding options. 

Then will invite a couple of MS4s that have been successful in establishing 

MS4 programs to talk about lessons learned and some how-to tips. Then 

there will be some time for Q&A. 

� Committee discussion: 

• Todd Wagner noted that the lead stormwater person at the 

St. Louis Metropolitan Sewer District manages a joint Phase 

II permit with about 40 communities in St Louis area. Mr. 

Wagner notes that this individual might be a good speaker 

for this CLL. 

• The concept would be that one of the case studies could be 

about a community that has established their own program 
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and the other would be about smaller communities that 

have got together with larger communities to prepare a joint 

permit. 

• It was suggested that the committee might consider adding 

information how this pulls in TMDLs. However perhaps this is 

too much to cover in two hours. Could mention that it is not 

just a singular permit that communities need to worry about, 

that they must also consider the broader implications. 

• This could also be a beginning a series of programs – maybe 

do a part 2, part 3, etc. Not necessarily-just through CLLs but 

as Congress topics, etc. 

 

• Review of Congress proposals in Water/wastewater and Stormwater categories 

o Committee agreed that all proposals be reviewed by all committee 

members. Proposals will be going out next week and committee will have 

around 5-6 weeks to review. 

o Eric Labelle agreed to be the lead contact on planning the Stormwater 

Summit. David Mason and Todd Wagner agreed to be part of this planning 

group. 

o Bill Spearman noted that Tempe, AZ has built a big lake and has done a 

good job of redevelopment around their water resources; also there have 

been some recent episodes of major flooding in the Phoenix area and these 

may both be good case studies to explore. 

 

• InfoNOW postings 

o October/April – Deana 

o November/May – Tom 

o December/June – Eric 

o January/July – David 

o February/August – Vicki 

o March/September – Todd 

� The Chair suggests that the full committee decide the topics for each 

month together during the conference all and then the individual 

assigned to that month will make the actual posting. Ms. Donohue 

proposes posting something about the WOTUS comments for October. 

 

6. Agenda items for future calls. 

• Brainstorm WRMC priorities for 2014-2015 – Activities and issues to include in Workplan. 

• Discussion on working with Council of Chapters to encourage creation of more chapter 

Water Resources committees and liaisons. Review of what the components of a toolkit 

should be. 

• Brainstorm marketing tactics for Certified Stormwater Manager program. 
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Spring Meeting: The 2015 Combined Spring Technical Committees meeting will be the weekend of 

March 20-22, 2015 in Kansas City, Missouri. Some committees will meet on Friday, March 20
th

. The 

combined meeting for all committees will be Saturday, March 21
st

. The WRMC will meet on Sunday, 

March 22
nd

. That means that you will fly in on Friday and attend the combined meeting on Saturday 

and the committee meeting on Sunday. Depending on flight schedules, you will fly out of Kansas City 

either on Sunday night or Monday morning. 

 

7. Adjourn – 12:55 p.m. Central 

 

**Staff will send a Meeting Wizard to survey for potential times for the November call since the 

regularly scheduled time falls on Thanksgiving. 
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