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The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, 

maintain, and improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of 

life. 

 

Water Resources Management Committee Mission Statement: 

 On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable 

systems. 

 

Participants:  

2014-2015 Committee Members: Eric Labelle, Chair, Deana Donohue, Tom Hickmann, David Mason; 

Vicki Quiram; Todd Wagner 

Outgoing Committee Member: Paul Hindman 

Director-at-Large, Environmental Management: Bill Spearman 

Liaison, Center for Sustainability: Mike Healy 

Liaison, Small Cities Rural Communities: Stan Brown 

Certification Commission: Keith Duncan 

Staff: Karen Wilson, Senior Manager-Continuing Education, Peter King, Executive Director 

 

1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 10:05 a.m. EDT 

• Meeting Summary Approval: The July 24, 2014 Meeting Summary was approved as 

written. 

 

2. The Chair expressed appreciation to outgoing committee member, Paul Hindman, PE, PWLF, 

Executive Director, Urban Drainage and Flood Control District, Denver, CO and welcomed new 

committee member David Mason, PE, Principal, CDM Smith, Nashville, TN. 

 

3. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported the following: 

• Registrations for the 2014 Congress will meet or exceed the budgeted projection. The 

Exhibit Floor is sold out. 

• The APWA Board met in June and adopted a budget for the coming fiscal year. It includes 

funding for a combined Technical Committee meeting in the spring of 2015. There will also 

be a combined meeting for chapter chairs, the Council of Chapters, and the APWA Board 

in the spring of 2015. 

• There are four (4) new Board members including: Richard Berning, Director Region V; 

Maher Hazine, Director, Region VII; Mary Joyce Ivers, Director-at-Large, Fleet and 

Facilities; Kathleen Davis, Director-at-Large, Transportation. 
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• The Council of Chapters held its inaugural meeting on Saturday, August 16, 2014. One of 

the topics the Council is reviewing is APWA’s overall committee structure to determine if it 

needs to be realigned or restructured to address present day public works issues and 

challenges. 

• Mr. Spearman reinforced the importance of the Water Resources Management 

Committees role in helping APWA prepare comments for the proposed rule on Waters of 

the U.S. 

 

4. Center for Sustainability Liaison – Mike Healy reported the following: 

• The Center intends to dedicate more effort to work with the Technical Committees to 

identify areas where sustainable practices are already established to build a toolkit/library 

of best management practices within each discipline. 

• As the Technical Committees plan their CLLs, article topics, etc., the Center asks that, if it 

fits in the topic context, to include sustainability practices, including financial/budgeting 

sustainability benefits. 

 

5. Small Cities Rural Communities (SCRC) Liaison – Stan Brown reported the following: 

• The SCRC committee is focusing attention on how stormwater regulations are affecting 

rural and small stand-alone communities. Discussion on this issue continued as follows: 

o Mr. Brown noted that small cities often don’t have the staff expertise to manage 

stormwater programs in-house. 

o Vicki Quiram indicated that she’s observed, from her experience in New 

Hampshire, that public works departments in small/rural communities often don’t 

have a handle on how current and proposed stormwater regulations impact them. 

They don’t know how to present their case. Ms. Quiram suggested that the WRMC 

take a look at what its role should be in providing information and guidance to 

these communities. 

o Mr. Spearman noted that in the early days of the NPDES Phase II regulations, 

APWA provided training workshops to help those cities understand the 

requirements. He suggested that WRMC might want to recommend a training work 

product on stormwater to the Board and Professional Development Committee. 

Staff noted that the curriculum development and support for the Phase II 

workshops was funded through an EPA grant.  

o Todd Wagner cautioned against APWA duplicating efforts already provided by 

other organizations. He indicated that in Missouri small/rural communities have 

formed a coalition. The coalition has hired and shares the expertise of a consulting 

firm and an attorney to represent their interests. 

o Mr. Brown noted that one of the benefits APWA provides is the opportunity for 

public works leaders in these communities to network and share solutions. 

 

6. Certification Commission – Keith Duncan, Chair of the Certification Commission, reported the 

following: 

• There are 96 Certified Stormwater Managers (CSM). The number of CSM applications has 

been trending downward. This is due to a variety of reasons including the fact that there 

are a number of competing certifications in the stormwater area.  
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• The Certification Commission recommends more integration of the Certification Program 

with the Technical Committees’ work plans. The commission challenges the WRMC to 

come up with two-three marketing ideas that can be readily implemented. 

o Committee discussion and suggestions: 

1. The WRMC could include information about the CSM into its CLL programs 

and Reporter article topics. 

2. WRMC members and current CSM holders could volunteer to speak at state 

conferences about the Certification program. 

3. Cross market to other organizations, for example have a booth at StormCon 

or at ICMA conferences. 

4. Explore how to encourage agencies to make CSM certification a hiring 

requirement/preference or promotion requirement.  

5. Explore how to encourage agencies to include CSM certification as an RFP 

requirement/preference. 

6. Stan Brown said the he would mention the Certification program during the 

August 19, 2014 SCRC Town Hall Meeting. 

 

7. 2014-2015 Work Plan 

• In previous meetings the committee affirmed that the key topics/themes for the CLL and 

the Reporter articles would be asset management and integrated planning. 

o Action Items for September Conference Call 

1. Determine exact topics for Reporter Articles and determine exactly who will 

be responsible for article writing and submission. (Articles must be 

complete and submitted by mid-December.) 

2. Determine exact topic for CLL and determine the speakers. Concept call for 

this program to be held in February must occur during October. 

 

• Position Statements: The committee discussed the three topic areas to be addressed for 

2015 Position Statements. 

o Clean Water: Deana Donohue shared an outline for a potential Position Statement 

on Clean Water issues. Action Item for September Conference Call: Review the 

attached outline prior to the call and be prepared to give Deana feedback as she 

begins the process of drafting this document. 

o Integrated Planning: Action Item: Todd Wagner will draft an outline for this 

position statement for the committee to review and provide feedback. 

o One Water: Action Item: Eric Labelle will draft an outline for this position 

statement for the committee to review and provide feedback. 

 

8. Legislative Update – Peter King, Executive Director reported the following: 

• The interview process for selecting a new Government Affairs Director is underway. Once 

that position is filled, attention will be given to filling other Government Affairs vacancies. 

o The major issue for the Water Resources Management Committee, at this time, is 

to develop APWA’s comments about the Waters of the U.S. proposed rule. The 

public comment period will close on Monday, October 20, 2014. Copies of 
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statements drafted by other groups were attached to this meeting’s agenda and 

will be available on the committee’s Base Camp page. 

1. Action Item: If committee members have access to other resources and the 

comments or position statements from other organizations to the proposed 

rule, please post them to Base Camp for review by committee and staff.  

2. Action Item: WRMC members agreed to submit their views and comments 

prior to next conference call so that they can be discussed during the 

September 25 conference call. (Note: Staff recommends that committee 

submit/post comments via Base Camp no later than September 19, 2014.) 

• Other legislative issues to keep an eye on. 

o Deana Donohue reported that California’s new Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) 

for Chromium 6 in drinking water became effective July 1, 2014. The new MCL for 

hexavalent chromium is 0.010 mg/L. 

 

9. Other business: 

• Eric Labelle reported on the President’s Luncheon held Monday, August 18, 2014 for 

committee chairs. Topics covered included: 

o Reviewed the three primary goals determined by the Board for this program year: 

1) strengthening chapters; 2) advocacy efforts; 3) the comprehensive professional 

development plan 

o Discussed potential changes to the PACE award criteria 

o Described how the Council of Chapters will be engaged to provide 

recommendations to the Board. 

 

• Vicki Quiram will represent the WRMC at the August 20, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting. 

 

8. Adjourn: 12:40 p.m. EDT 

 

WRMC meets by conference call on the 4
th

 Thursday of each month at 12 Noon Central Time. 

Next conference call is Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 12 Noon Central Time. 

. 


