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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Eric Labelle, Chair, Tom Hickmann, Paul Hindman, Vicki Quiram; Todd Wagner  

At-Large Director: Bill Spearman  

Staff: Karen Wilson, Senior Manager-Continuing Education, Jim Fahey, Director of Government and 

Public Affairs. Peter King, Executive Director 

Absent: Deana Donohue, Mike Healy, Center for Sustainability Liaison 

 

1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:05 pm CST 

• Meeting Summary Approval: The June 26, 2014 Meeting Summary approved with one 

change: under the heading Other Legislative Issues, bullet point two, replace word “grant” 

with “technical assistance.” 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

reported on the activities of the APWA Board of Directors June meeting. 

• The primary outcome was passage a $10.5 million balanced budget for FY’15, along with a 

capital budget of approximately $225,000 for IT services. The budget focuses on the 

primary objectives of advocacy, strengthening chapters, and professional development 

programs. 

• The Board adopted a new reserve policy. APWA previously maintained a 70% operating 

reserve. The Board has determined that a 3-month operating reserve is the standard 

among other associations. So they established a 25% operating reserve that will take a 

super majority of the Board (15 out of 17 members) to tap. They also set up a 10% non-

operating reserve to be used for initiatives that may come along every couple of years. 

• A Bylaw change to create the Council of Chapters was approved. 

• The Board is also reviewing how the Donald C. Stone Center relates to the total 

Professional Development program. They are also evaluating if there are any obstacles to 

DCS participation and if the process might be adjusted to facilitate participant approval. 

• At this point, it appears that between the pace of registrations and exhibit sales, the 2014 

APWA Congress will meet budget. 

 

3. Legislative Update – Jim Fahey, Director of Government and Public Affairs  

• Peter King announced that Jim Fahey is leaving APWA. Recruitment is underway for a new 

Director of Government and Public Affairs. Peter King will be the Government Affairs 

contact until the vacancy is filled. It is expected to be filled by the 2014 Congress August. 

• Jim Fahey provided an update on the proposed Waters of the U.S. legislation:  

� The comment deadline has been extended to October 20, 2014, so that will give us 

more time to evaluate its impact. 
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� EPA is conducting a series of listening sessions about the proposed rule. The first 

one was in St. Paul; future ones are proposed for Atlanta, the Puget Sound area, 

and Denver. 

� An Advocate’s Alert was sent to the APWA Advocate’s Network on behalf of the 

Water Resources Management Committee and the Government Affairs 

Committee, encouraging them to be engaged in the rulemaking process and 

provide input for APWA’s comments on the rule. 

� EPA is also establishing a science advisory board to review the scientific basis of the 

rule. This advisory board will meet in August, but this type of process often takes 

up to a year. 

� The House version of the Energy and Waters Appropriations Bill includes a 

provision barring EPA from spending any money to implement the rule. A similar 

provision from the Senate had been expected, but that bill has been pulled for 

now. 

 

• Committee Questions/Comments: 

� Paul Hindman commented on the strategies for submitting comments occurring in 

the Denver area which include: the Colorado Stormwater Council (made up of 

major communities in Colorado) has put together a paper on the rule. Some of 

these communities will submit comments as well, including the Urban Drainage 

and Flood Control District in Denver. Paul will post the Stormwater Council’s paper 

at Base Camp. 

� Todd Wagner stated that he is not aware of any concerted efforts going on in 

Missouri. At this point Missouri state organizations are more concerned with 

wastewater. 

� Eric Labelle indicated that his community will probably submit comments. 

� Paul Hindman asked who is sitting on the science advisory board, and if someone 

from the operational view point is serving on it. During the call, Jim Fahey emailed 

the committee the list of members and it does not include local agency operational 

representatives. 

 

5. Committee Workplan Activities / Building the 2014-2015 Workplan 

• Karen Wilson noted that the Water Resources Management Committee Click Listen & 

Learn (CLL) has been scheduled for February, 2015. The Reporter Water Resources issue is 

also traditionally released in February, so there is opportunity for coordination of the CLL 

and the Reporter articles.  

• Eric noted that some of the activities on the Work Plan document have been 

accomplished. Karen Wilson will review and update it. 

• Paul Hindman noted that in his three terms on the committee, the issue of encouraging 

chapters to set up Water Resources committees and liaisons has been ongoing. Eric 

Labelle noted that this is an issue that the 2014-2015 committee needs to look at again. It 

is hoped that the establishment of the new Council of Chapters will facilitate new 

opportunities for a solution to this issue. Paul Hindman noted that the Committee has 

developed a toolkit for Chapters to use in establishing Water Resources Committees and 
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Liaisons. Karen Wilson will include this toolkit on August meeting agenda for review to see 

if updates are needed and to explore new ways to promote use of it. 

 

6. Position Statements for FY’15  

• Deana Donohue is preparing draft statements on Water Quality for committee to review 

at August meeting. 

• Eric Labelle will also prepare a draft statement on the “One Water” concept for the 

committee to review. 

 

7. Other issues to keep an eye on: 

• Paul Hindman said that there is a new water rights issue in Colorado. There is now a new 

ruling that if a community wants to construct a water quality pond and the pond is defined 

as regional (more than one property owner), then the community needs to obtain the 

water rights before construction. 

• Tom Hickmann stated that Bend, Oregon has a water project that is being challenged in 

federal court. The plaintiffs have taken a new position, asking the federal government to 

step in and supersede state law and/or implement state law. This could have far-reaching 

national impact. 

 

8. Adjourn: 2:45 p.m. Central 

 

Next Meeting Thursday, July 24, 2014, 12:00 noon Central 


