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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Eric Labelle, Chair, Deana Donohue, Tom Hickmann, Paul Hindman, Vicki 

Quiram; Todd Wagner  

At-Large Director: Bill Spearman  

Center for Sustainability Liaison: Mike Healy     

 

 

Staff: Karen Wilson, Senior Manager-Continuing Education, Jim Fahey, Director of Government and 

Public Affairs 

 

1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:06 pm CST 

• Meeting Summary Approval: April 28, 2014 Meeting Summary approved as written. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

• The Water Resources Reform & Development Act (WRRDA) Conference Report will come 

forward for a vote in the Senate later this afternoon. There is still time, for those who have 

not already done so, to go to the APWA Legislative Action Center to indicate your position. 

(Staff note: Later that afternoon, the conference report was approved by the Senate by a 

vote of 91-7.) 

• On May 28, 2014 in St. Paul, MN, EPA is hosting a listening session on the proposed rule to 

clarify Waters of the U.S. Minnesota and Region V chapter members will be encouraged to 

participate. There will also be meetings in Regions III, IV, and VIII. Those locations and 

dates to be announced. 

• The Board of Directors will meet June 6-7, 2014 to address the FY-15 Budget and other 

issues. The budget will be very much the same as last year with no major impacts 

expected on current programs. 

• Canada has introduced new anti-spam regulations. National staff are working to ensure 

that APWA National and Chapters comply with these new rules. 

 

3. Legislative Update – Jim Fahey, Director of Government and Public Affairs 

• Background on WRRDA: It authorizes US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) projects with 

costs at an estimated $12 billion and requires the deauthorization approximately $18 

billion in previous projects. It establishes a new pilot Water Infrastructure Finance 

Innovation Authority (WIFIA) at $175 million with a 15% set aside for small community 

infrastructure. It also includes reforms to the State Revolving Fund (SRF).  

• Proposed Waters of the U.S. rule: Jim Fahey asked the committee to be thinking about 

what should be in the APWA comments. The comment period is for 90 days on July 21, 

2014.  
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o Committee Discussion: 

� Eric LaBelle noted that it includes heightened enforcement around MS4s. 

Vicki Quiram noted that might be because EPA is not promulgating a new 

rule on stormwater but are focused on education and getting current 

permits renewed more quickly. 

� Vicki Quiram said that the proposed rule is very confusing on whether 

roadside ditches are defined as Waters of the U.S. Vicki noted that Nancy 

Stoner, Acting Assistant Administrator for Water, has stated that this is not 

the intent. Vicki urges that APWA include in its comments that EPA clarify 

the wording around roadside ditches, so that they are not within the 

definition of Waters of the U.S. 

� Tom Hickmann agreed with Vicki about the needing clarification on 

whether roadside ditches are included. He recommended that APWA 

coordinate with AWWA about comments for the proposed Waters of the 

U.S. rule so that messages between associations are not contradictory. 

(Staff note: AWWA staff was put in contact with Jim Fahey.) 

� Vicki said that she expects to receive draft comments from New England 

Water Pollution Control and will review and share them. 

� Paul Hindman stated that he’s been discussing comments with NAFSMA 

and the Colorado Stormwater Council. There’s enough lack of clarity in the 

definition now, that it may include gutters.  

� Jim Fahey stated that once he gets a sense of what issues APWA needs to 

address, he will put together a draft for the committee to review.  

 

• Other legislative issues: 

o Paul Hindman asked about the IRS ruling that states that grants to homeowners for 

green infrastructure is taxable income. EPA has said that local governments 

providing these grants now need to issue a 1099. Paul asks what effects are being 

noticed in other areas. Eric Labelle said the he has heard that if it is a credit against 

your stormwater fee, then that is not taxable. But if city is paying the landowner 

for that installation, then that is taxable. 

o Eric Labelle said that his community (City of Portland, ME) is considering pursuing 

technical assistance funding from EPA for integrated stormwater and wastewater 

planning. 

 

4. Center for Sustainability Update – Mike Healy, Center for Sustainability Liaison 

• Center did not meet last month. 

• Mike Healy recommends that the committee check-out the May Sustainability issue of the 

Reporter that includes several articles on sustainability including one called: “Changing the 

water paradigm – How real-time data puts sustainability into water utilities.” 

• One of the Center’s guaranteed sessions at Congress is called “Sustainable Water” and is 

scheduled for August 17, 4:4:50 p.m. 

• Eric Labelle recommends that since Center is looking for case studies, he recommends that 

the check out Conserv2 in Florida. 
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5. Committee Workplan Activities / Building the 2014-2015 Workplan 

 

• Committee referred back to the Spring Meeting (April 28, 2014) Meeting Summary and 

affirmed that the key topics for the coming year will be asset management and integrated 

planning. 

• Staff asks that the committee begin to plan now for exactly what the CLL and Reporter 

topics will be for FY’15 and begin listing potential speakers and authors. 

 

6. Position Statements for FY’15  

• Continued discussion on proposed position statements for FY’15. (See #9, April 28 Meeting 

Summary – Committee agreed to continue working on these potential statements in order 

to have some documents to review at the August meeting in Toronto. 

o Clean Water (Deana Donohue will be preparing position statements for 

Committee to review at August meeting) 

o One Water (A more holistic position – Eric Labelle is working on this.) 

o Integrated Planning Process – (Todd Wagner will share some of the materials 

his city has used for integrated planning and will help on the position 

statement.) 

� Todd noted that there are issues with the growing income 

inequality stats – so the regulations basing funding on median 

income may not be appropriate. Paul noted that they are seeing 

a similar pattern in Denver.  

 

 

7. Adjourn: 2:40 p.m. Central 

 

Next Meeting Thursday, June 26, 2014, 12 noon Central 


