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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING SUMMARY 

Monday April 28, 2014 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Eric Labelle, Chair, Deana Donohue, Tom Hickmann, Paul Hindman, Vicki 

Quiram, Todd Wagner 

At-Large Director: Bill Spearman  
 

Staff: Karen Wilson, Julia Anastasio, 
 

Reports from Staff: Mabel Tinjaca, Becky Stein, David Dancy 

 

1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 
 

• Called to order at 8:05 am CST 

• Meeting Summary Approval: March 27, 2014 Meeting Summary approved with changes, 

noting that for the bullet point about the RDA petitions, the wording should be: “The RDA 

petitions were neither rejected or accepted by EPA Region 1, instead they stated that each 

would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.” 

• Chair, Eric Labelle led the committee in welcoming new committee member: Todd 

Wagner, PE, CSM, Principal Engineer, City of Springfield, MO 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman reported the following: 
 

• The Finance Committee has met and will forward a proposed budget to be approved by 

the Board at their June 8, 2014 meeting. The priority is to achieve a balanced budget. 

• APWA membership numbers are holding steady. The distributed renewal cycles impact 

both membership stats and the budget. 

• The At-Large Directors are proposing that there be a joint Technical Committee Meeting in 

Spring 2015. The joint meeting will probably be on a Friday, with the Technical 

Committees holding their separate meetings either on the day preceding, or the day after. 

• The At-Large Directors are discussing a new format for the APWA Congress, with fewer 

General Sessions, and with the Technical Committees having a greater role in selecting or 

planning the sessions/workshops for their specific areas.   
 

3. Water Resources Committee Mission Statement 
 

• The committee discussed how the current Mission Statement is long and doesn’t 

succinctly describe the core of the committee’s mission. The committee decided to frame 

a new Mission Statement so that it answers these basic questions: 

� What do we do? 

� Who do we do it for? 

� What value are we bringing? 

• After discussion, the committee developed and approved this new Mission Statement: 
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o On behalf of APWA members, we advocate and educate for the management of 

water resources to achieve resilient and sustainable systems. 

 

4. Certified Stormwater Manager (CSM) Program – Becky Stein reported the following: 
 

• There are currently 92 individuals holding the Certified Stormwater Manager designation.   

• The CSM Council is looking at the content outline and plans to update the exam to address 

issues including the highly technical nature of some of the questions. 

• A comprehensive marketing strategy is being developed to feature DCS and the 

Certification Program in a more integrated, holistic manner.  

• Once the CSM Exam has been updated, CSM subject matter experts will be used to update 

the stormwater study guide curriculum.   

• The committee, then, engaged in discussion about the factors affecting participation in the 

CSM program. 

o Todd Wagner served on the committee that wrote the original questions. He noted 

that it was challenging to devise questions that took into account the diversity of the 

people who would be taking the exam. (Different geographical areas with different 

types of stormwater issues and state regulations; different levels of technical expertise 

and different motivations for seeking certification.) 

o Todd Wagner noted that many Phase II communities do not have stormwater 

managers on staff and instead rely on consultants to manage their stormwater 

programs. Since an engineering degree is not required to be certified as a CSM, could it 

be that the engineers do not feel that the CSM certification is for them? Should we be 

encouraging cities to require that consultants have the CSM certification? Bill 

Spearman noted that there would probably be push back from Professional Engineers 

(PEs) regarding such a requirement. 

o Another factor affecting CSM participation is the proliferation of certifications from 

other groups. Many are offered by EnviroCert which also provides training relative to 

each certification. 

o It was noted that MS4 communities mostly want training, however many state 

governments, themselves, offer MS4 training specific to state/local regulations and 

conditions. 
 

5. Update on Integrated Project on Climate Resiliency – Mabel Tinjaca reported the following: 
 

• What differentiates APWA from other associations is the ability to create products and 

services for integrated topic areas that span across the various public works 

functions/disciplines.  

• A conference call was held on January 21, 2014, with representation from each of the 

Technical Committees, the Center for Sustainability, and other interested members about 

an integrated project on Climate Resiliency. The goal is that the issues discussed can be 

packaged into multiple products including books, CLLS, specific LMS courses, etc. 

 

6. Update on My APWA – David Dancy reported the following: 
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• Plans are underway to create a new APWA web portal called My APWA. Members will see 

a personalized dashboard of their interests, preferences, resources, and solutions by topic. 

There will be a new forum to replace infoNOW, which will include the ability to post 

attachments. There will be a link from My APWA to the Members Library. 

• My APWA will also provide enhancements for the Committees to conduct business. There 

will be a feature for each committee to communicate and share documents, similar to 

Base Camp.   

• Information will be shared with the committees as this project moves forward.  

 

7.  Committee Workplan Activities / Building 2014-2015 Workplan 

• Corrections were made to FY 13-14 Workplan @ a Glance document including: 

o Add the June 12, 2014 CLL: Fluoride in Your Drinking Water 

o Correct the Reporter Article list and authors 

o Changes to Annual Advocacy Summary: 

� Remove: Support of Wastewater Reform Bill HR3544 (Not happening this year) 

� Remove: File Americus Brief / City of Vancouver (No Americus Briefs this year) 

• Change in Public Works Stormwater Summit Agenda on Day Two. The speaker from the 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), who was scheduled to speak about 

floodplain management on Day Two of the Summit, has notified APWA that he prefers to 

include this topic in the Day One presentation that his colleagues at TRCA are doing 

describing TRCA’s role in achieving resilient infrastructure. The Committee discussed 

options for filling the Day Two opening. 

o The speaker list for the program item on BCE companion tool for Envision has grown. 

The list now includes 5 speakers for that segment. Chair, Eric Labelle asked staff to 

contact them and clarify the amount of time available for that segment. If we expand 

the amount of time allotted to them, Vicki Quiram who will moderate Day Two may be 

able to do an overview on Envision to supplement that segment. 

o Based on the response, from the speakers on the BCE companion tool, the committee 

will address this issue during the May conference call, determining if another speaker 

from Canada should be added to the Day Two agenda. 

• Brainstorm of topics for FY 14-15 program year for Congress, CLLs, and Reporter articles.  

o Taking a cue from the emphasis on creating integrated professional development 

content, the committee focused its discussion on two overall content areas that lend 

themselves to partnerships with other Committees and the Center and for which a 

series of potential delivery methods can be used (Congress Sessions, CLLs, articles) 

 

Topic Area One: Asset Management  

• Potential partners: Center for Sustainability, Leadership & Management 

Committee, Emergency Management Committee, Small Cities Rural Communities 

• Topic areas: 

o Consider the December 2013 CLL “How to Get Buy-in for Asset 

Management Programs” as a component of this series. 

o What asset management means for each of the subsets of water 

systems. 
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o How supports ‘whole water’ or ‘one water’ management concept 

o How to develop Asset Management Systems that support public works 

operations 

o Here’s how public works should approach Asset Management 

o Technology changes that support asset management (i.e. new pipe 

technology) 

o Practical – How to: 

� What is CMOM and why implement? (Capacity, Management, 

Operation, and Maintenance) 

� How to effectively use and develop CMMS (computerized 

maintenance management system) 

� What data is collected? How to use the data you collect? 

o  What are the benefits/best purposes for the data? 

� Informed decision-making and planning 

� Budget/Finance 

� Garnering public support 

� Compliance with regulations 

� Critical analysis for determining at-risk infrastructure and 

creating more resilient systems 

 

Topic Area Two: Resilient Communities 

• Potential partners: Center for Sustainability, Emergency Management Committee, 

Small Cities Rural Communities 

• Topic areas: 

o Tidal changes, changes in storm duration and intensity 

o Drought 

o For Super Storm Sandy, FEMA changed rules to be able to rebuild to a 

more resilient standard, not just replace/rebuild what was there before 

o Stormwater resiliency plans – more holistic perspective 

� Case Studies (for example, in Eric’s community the plan includes 

using the former waste water treatment plan to pump during 

stormwater/flooding events.) 

o For the 2015 Congress in Phoenix, the audience may be interested in 

programming about Western Water Laws 

� Public Works Stormwater Summit panel about differences in 

water law geographically: east/west/north/south 

� In-stream flow 

� Master planning including water rights 

� Conservation  

� One Water Alliance 

 

 

 

 



DRAFT WRMC SUMMARY APRIL 28, 2014 

Page 5 of 6 
 

8. Legislative Update – Julia Anastasio reported the following: 

• The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) is about to break through. The WIFIA pilot 

program will still be included. The appropriators still support state revolving funds (SRFs) so 

expect some changes to accommodate that support. 

• Waters of the United States Proposed Rule includes clarifications of the types of waters 

covered under the Clean Water Act.  

o The Water Resources Management Committee is concerned about the impacts of this 

proposed rule. The comment period for this proposed rule ends July 21, 2014. 

o Because most MS4s are now within the definition of Waters of the U.S., there is 

concern that the proposed rule would be introducing ambient standards into MS4s. It 

could also have impact on the definition of a functional BMP. 

o Julia Anastasio requested that committee members begin posting their comments to 

Base Camp within the next several days so the APWA can begin developing a position. 

(Note: Julia has posted both the Proposed Rule and her summary at Base Camp for the 

committee’s review.) 

o The House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee plans to hold hearings 

on May 8, 2014 so if committee wants to submit testimony, Julia and Jim Fahey need 

comments ASAP. 

o The committee expressed interest in finding partners to work with – possibly the 

Coalition of Gerard, NACo, NLC, etc.  

• Blending Public Hearing -- EPA has scheduled an Expert Meeting on public health impacts on 

blending for June 19th and 20
th. 

 The purpose of this forum is to enlist public health experts in 

an effort to ensure that EPA has appropriate health-based information associated with 

different engineering options available to address wet weather blending at POTWs served by 

separate sanitary sewers. EPA does not intend that this meeting be a forum for debating the 

application of the Agency’s bypass regulation at 40 CFR 122.41(m) going forward. Rather, this 

forum is solely concerned with the potential public health impacts of blended discharges from 

POTWs. EPA is asking for recommendations of public health experts who would be interested 

and qualified to participate in the forum. In addition, EPA is seeking recommendations of 

wastewater treatment plant design and operation experts to serve as advisors to the public 

health forum participants. The public also has an opportunity to submit data regarding the 

performance of municipal wastewater treatment plants during wet weather conditions. 

o The committee recommends that APWA identify someone, who is familiar with 

wastewater treatment plant design and operations, to recommend to EPA.  Eric 

Labelle recommended Scott Firman from Maine as a good choice. 

 

9. Position Statements 

• Status of 2014 Position Statements: The Government Affairs Committee has forwarded three 

of the WRMC Position Statements to the Board for approval:  

o New position statement: Use of Residual Designation Authority to Regulate 

Stormwater Discharges 

o Revised position statement: Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities 

o Revised position statement: Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Waste (with Solid Waste 

Management Committee. 
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• The Committee discussed developing position statements for 2015. 

o Eric Labelle asked if the committee favored developing a One Water statement. 

� Bill Spearman noted that the Federal Government is still siloed so there are 

many issues that will need to be addressed separately, since they go to 

different agencies or different departments within agencies. Deana Donohue 

suggested that sometimes there is benefit in being specific within the silos.  

� Eric Labelle will explore what a statement supporting One Water would 

include. 

o Deana Donohue has volunteered to begin drafting potential Position Statement(s) 

relative to drinking water. The committee discussed potential issues  which could be 

addressed: 

� Drought Planning 

� Water supply and scarcity 

� Emerging Contaminants: Chromium 6, lead, etc. 

� Water/Energy nexus 

� Cost of water delivery (affordability, regulatory requirements and how to pay 

for them.) 

o Position Statements on Stormwater and Wastewater Issues 

� Integrated planning process for managing wastewater and stormwater 

compliance: Todd Wagner indicated that his community is a national leader on 

integrated planning and he will share the data and information they have to 

help in the development of an APWA position statement. 

 

• The committee agreed to continue working on these potential position statements in order to 

have some documents to review at the August meeting in Toronto. 

 

10. Adjourn – 4:00 p.m. 

    

 

Next Meeting: Conference Call on May 22, 2014, 12 Noon CST 

 


