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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

 

Participants:  

Committee Members: Eric Labelle, Chair, Deana Donohue, Paul Hindman, Vicki Quiram 

Center for Sustainability Liaison: Mike Healy     
 

Absent: Bob Nowak, Tom Hickmann, Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 
 

Staff: Karen Wilson, Senior Manager-Continuing Education, Julia Anastasio, Director, Center for 

Sustainability 

 

1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:10 pm CST 

• Meeting Summary Approval: January 16, 2014 Meeting Summary approved. December 5, 

2013 Meeting Summary approved. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

• Mr. Spearman provided a written report to the Committee. (See Att. 1)  

 

3. Legislative Update and Center for Sustainability – Julia Anastasio 

Center Update 

• Mike Healy has been named the Center for Sustainability liaison to the Water Resources 

Management Committee. 

• The Center continues to collect case studies. If any WRM committee members or 

colleagues have case studies, please submit to Julia. Paul Hindman submitted one about 

an early test on the Framework for Sustainable Communities. Only stormwater topics 

submitted so far, so please consider submitting case studies for water and wastewater. 

 

Legislative Update 

• Previously APWA, NACWA, and NAFSMA jointly sent a letter to the three EPA Regions with 

Residual Designation Authority (RDA) provisions, asking for the opportunity to submit 

formal comments. The word from EPA’s National Office is that it does not appear this 

request for a comment period will be granted. So each organization then sent separate 

letters to EPA that outlined their position on the RDA issue. (Julia has posted copies of 

these letters on Base Camp.) There has been no reply from EPA as of February 27, 2014. 

• The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) conference negotiators are still finishing 

up their work. They have reached an agreement on how projects will be selected. At 

Senator Vitter’s insistence the $20 billion Morgana project from Louisiana was included. 

Add this amount to the $12 billion passed by the house and it is doubtful that the full $32-

35 billion package will be approved through conference. 
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• The Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) is expected to remain in the 

final WRDA package. APWA has been working to get a two-year reauthorization for the 

Clean Water Act included in final WRDA package. APWA is working with former board 

member, Shelby LaSalle, to reach out to Senator Vitter to get this included in the final 

conference report. 

• NACWA, WEF, APWA and INDA (the trade association that represents flushable wipes 

manufacturers) have been working together on the consumer flushable wipes issue. 

Currently waiting for WEF’s board to approve contribution for the facilitator. Members in 

Washington State having a follow up meeting with COSCO next week to thank them for 

changing their product and asking them for help in having other wipes product 

manufacturers to change their substrate materials. Dwayne Kalynchuk from British 

Columbia is representing APWA on the industry and wastewater utility technical working 

group. 

• On Friday, February 28, 2014, Julia will participate in a quarterly conference call made up 

of a coalition of water groups/organizations that have projects ongoing with green 

infrastructure components.  

• NAFSMA has signed an MOU with EPA to work on Low Impact Development (LID) for 

Green Infrastructure (GI). 

• Paul Hindman asked if the Bigger Waters change is still in committee. Julia responded that 

no, the senate passed its version. The House pulled the bill before the vote, because they 

couldn’t get their vote count right.  There will be no other action until Tuesday or 

Wednesday of next week. This act raises flood insurance rates to match actuarial rates. 

NACo and NAFSMA have been watching this issue closely. 

 

4. Work Plan @ A Glance 2013-2014  

• Reviewed Preview page for Stormwater Summit. Looks good. Speakers are lined up. 

• Karen Wilson will send to the Committee the Congress schedule for all committee 

sessions. 

 

5. Position Statements: Position Statements are due to the Government Affairs Committee by March 

14, 2014. The chair had previously asked for volunteers to review each of the current Position 

Statements (listed below) to determine if any updates or revisions are necessary. 

Recommendations are listed below: 

• Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Waste (SW & WR) 

� The Water Resources Management Committee (WRMC) reviewed the suggested 

revisions made by the Solid Waste Management Committee. They agreed with all 

revisions with the exception of changing the word “effect” to “affect” and also 

recommended deleting the British Columbia web link since it is no longer active.  

� In the future, committee should discuss whether to address local disposal and EPA 

rules on disposal by incineration. Add this to agenda to discuss within the next 

program year. 

• Clean Water Policy (WR) Bob  

�  Bob Nowak reviewed this statement and sent an email recommending that no 

changes be made at this time.  



Page 3 of 8 
 

• Endangered Species Act (WR) 

(1) Paul Hindman and Vicki Quiram reviewed this position statement. Mr. Hindman 

recommended some minor word and grammar changes which will be incorporated 

into the statement that will be forwarded to Government Affairs Committee. 

• Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) (WR) 

� The committee recommends forwarding this statement as it is currently stated 

however did ask Julia Anastasio about EPA’s policy on SSOs. Julia indicated that 

EPA does not have a specific SSO rules but do have some policies and guidance that 

relate to the issue; for example, the blending and bypass guidance put out a few 

years ago and was recently litigated in Iowa. Julia has not seen any indicators that 

EPA plans to finalize the bypass guidance, except for addressing affordability 

issues. Julia agrees that WRMC should forward this position statement as it is 

stated to the Government Affairs Committee as it will be useful if EPA begins to 

discuss Clean Water Act reauthorization. 

• Funding for Water/Wastewater (WR) 

� Vicki Quiram reviewed this Position Statement. The Committee asked Julia 

Anastasio to provide language about WIFIA to be included in this statement. 

• National Drought Policy (WR) 

(1)  Bob Nowak reviewed this statement. He suggested that the committee want might 

to update the wording to include reference to recent droughts in several states. 

The committee decided not to add any new wording at this time since the 

statement is relevant and effective as it is currently written. 

• Residual Designation Authority (WR) 

� WRMC reviewed and approved the new position statement drafted by Julia 

Anastasio. It will be forwarded to the Government Affairs Committee. 

 

6. 2014 Spring Agenda (Meeting is scheduled for April 28, 2014 in Kansas City.) The Committee 

brainstormed agenda items for the April meeting in Kansas City. 

• Review and update Committee’s Mission Statement 

• How to build the resource library on water topics – make more comprehensive, how to 

get info out there. 

�  CLLs, Congress Sessions, Articles, other delivery formats 

� What topics/content should we should be in a resource library. 

� Marketing what is available as resources – for example some associations 

introduce list of resources on emails that market specific programs. 

• Partnering with other committees for integrated topics – for example Asset 

Management would be a good topic to partner with Leadership and Management and 

The Center for Sustainability. 

• Update on Climate Resiliency Integrated Project 

• Review 2013-2014 Workplan 

• Due dates for articles, etc. 

• Position Statements on Water Issues – There are currently no Position Statements on 

Drinking Water. Let’s begin the exploration of areas under the Safe Drinking Water Act 

that are of most concern and for which APWA should develop Position Statements. 



Page 4 of 8 
 

• What are the areas of most concern – contaminate list, lead and copper, 

arsenic, emerging contaminants, water supply and scarcity. 

• New statement on integrated plan and purpose, permitting process should be 

more integrated more holistically with water and wastewater. 

 

7. Reminder:  InfoNOW posting rotation: 

Paul Hindman January/July 

Tom Hickmann February/August 

Bob Nowak September/March 

Eric Labelle October/April 

Deana Donohue November/May 

Vicki Quiram December/June 

 

6. Next Conference Call:  Thursday, March 27, 2014, 12:00 noon Central. 

 

7. Adjourn: 1:15 p.m. Central 
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February 27, 2014 WRMC Meeting Summary Attachment. 

Board Liaison Report 

February 2014 

 

Bill Spearman, Director-at-Large, Environmental Management 
 

IT Upgrade and Chapter Websites 

• APWA National will be performing an Association Management System platform upgrade starting 
Thursday, February 20 with a completion date of Monday, February 24. This will have an impact 
on those chapters who are using the National chapter website templates. Chapter websites will not 
be fully operational during this timeframe. Additional details will be sent directly to all Chapter 
Presidents, Delegates, Administrators and Web Administrators. For details, contact Ashley Wilson 
at awilson@apwa.net or (816) 595-5232.  

 

Membership 

• The final January membership count is projected to be 28,425. This represents a slight decrease 
compared to last month and this time last year. 

• The 2014 “1st Time Member” Campaign is now active and as of January 30 it has already brought 
in 124 new members. This campaign allows anyone who has not previously been a member to join 
APWA for $87.00 USD/$90.00 CAN. A toolkit for promoting this half-price special offer campaign 
is available in the Members Only section of apwa.net or by clicking here.  

• Member retention overall was at 87% through December, a slight increase over last month. 

• The deadline for submitting nominations for APWA Awards is Monday, March, 3 2014. 
Nomination information and criteria can by clicking here.  A document, Helpful Hints and Tips for 
Award Nominations, is posted on the same web page with frequently asked questions received in 
the past. Contact Rhonda Wilhite at rwilhite@apwa.net or by phone at (816) 595-5261 with 
questions. 
 

Refocusing the House of Delegates  

• The HOD Refocus Task Force will be meeting at APWA Headquarters in Kansas City on February 
27-29.  They will continue their work to develop the Council of Chapters, its Committees and 
Work Groups and operational plans, and will review information submitted by delegates and 
alternates via a recent survey. The new Council of Chapters will begin their work at the 2014 
Toronto Congress.  Thanks to all delegates and alternates who responded to the survey in early 
January to determine their interest and expertise to contribute to the new Council of Chapters.  A 
webinar for chapter leaders to learn more about the background and proposed Framework for the 
Council of Chapters can be downloaded by clicking here: Council of Chapters Webinar.  You 
will need to sign in to the Members Only section of apwa.net. 
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APWA Donald C. Stone Center/Professional Development 
• The APWA Donald C. Stone Center (DCS) received 22 applications for the Leadership and 

Management programs this quarter. The applications were reviewed by the DCS Program Council 
in late January and applicants will be notified of their acceptance status on February 12.  The next 
application deadline is April 9, 2014. 

 
• As part of the DCS Center’s efforts to develop a body of knowledge, which are topics that affect all 

disciplines within public works, a conference call was held late last month to discuss the topic of 
climate resiliency.  Representatives of each Technical Committee, the Center for Sustainability 
Committee and other members, met for two hours to discuss ways in which extreme weather is 
affecting public works professionals; their provinces, regions, states, communities and agencies.  In 
the coming weeks staff will review the information shared during this brainstorming session and 
create a plan for developing a complete body of knowledge on the weather and climate topic as it 
pertains to public works.  
 

• Technical Committee Spring Meetings are planned for the following locations/dates: 
 

o Emergency Management, Denver, CO, April 2014, with State & Regional FEMA 
Representatives & Chapter EM Committee  

o Engineering & Technology, Kansas City, April 3 & 4, 2014 
o Fleet Services, Cincinnati, OH, May 4-5, in conjunction with the North American Snow 

Conference 
o Facilities & Grounds, Windsor, CT, April 21-22, 2014 
o Leadership & Management, Kansas City, February 20-21, 2014 
o Solid Waste Committee, Tacoma, WA, April 15-18, 2014, with Washington State Chapter 

Spring Conference 
o Transportation Committee, Crystal City, VA, April 1-2, 2014, with GAC & Reauthorization 

Task Force 
o UPROW, Phoenix, AZ, March 10, 2014, with Common Ground Alliance & OCSI 
o Water Resources, Kansas City, April 28, 2014 

 

Center for Sustainability/ISI  

• Susan Hann, P.E., PWLF, AICP, ICMA-CM and member of the APWA Board of Directors 
has been appointed by President Ed Gottko to the Board of Directors of the Institute for 
Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI). Sue joins Larry Stevens, APWA President- Elect and 
APWA member Howard LaFever as APWA appointed members on the on the nine member 
ISI Board.   

 
• The City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works Bureau of Engineering recently was 

awarded an ISI Envision Platinum Award for the South LA Wetlands Park Project.  APWA 
President Ed Gottko presented the award to the LA City Council in January. Located in a 
historically underserved area of the city, this project is a result of Proposition “O,” as a program 
supported by general obligation bonds.  The project was implemented to protect public health by 
removing pollution from the city’s water courses, beaches and the ocean in order to meet federal 
Clean Water Act requirements. 
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• APWA hosted an excellent “sold out” (90 pre-registered sites) Click Listen and Learn (CLL) on 
the ISI Envision rating tool on January 30, 2014. As with all APWA CLLs, the webinar was free of 
charge to members and will be available in the Members’ Library.   

 

 Government Affairs 

• President Ed Gottko submitted testimony for a House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) 
Committee hearing on Building the Foundation for Surface Transportation Reauthorization. 
Emphasizing the need for decisive action, President Gottko’s statement calls on Congress to pass a 
“new, well-funded, multi-year surface transportation authorization that provides a sustainable 
funding source for the future, strengthens local decision-making authority, directs resources to 
local priorities and streamlines the project delivery process.”  The testimony comprehensively 
enters APWA’s surface transportation reauthorization recommendations into the House T&I 
Committee official record on reauthorization. 

• Just before Christmas, President Obama signed the Community Fire Safety Act of 2013 to exempt 
fire hydrants from new lead reduction requirements.  The exemption represents a victory for 
APWA and its partner organizations who lobbied for relief from these new requirements.  APWA 
became engaged in this issue when the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced plans 
in October to regulate fire hydrants with lead components since they can be used in some instances 
as a drinking water source.   Because these new requirements would result in another unfunded 
mandate and because public works departments would not have enough time to comply with the 
new rules, APWA worked with several drinking water and local government organizations to 
advocate for an exemption for fire hydrants. 

 
International 

• APWA’s International Affairs Committee and The Eisenhower Institute at Gettysburg College 
(EI) announced the Jennings Randolph International Fellows for 2014:  Travis Greiman, P.E., 
and Engineering Manager for the City of Centennial, Colorado and Amanda Millirons, MPA, 
Assistant Public Works Director for the City of Palm Bay, Florida.  Chosen from a field of 17 
applicants, the two APWA members will conduct topical public works study tours and make 
presentations at APWA partner associations’ annual membership meetings in Mexico and New 
Zealand.  Travis Greiman will attend the ICLEI National Congress in September 2014 in 
Acapulco, Mexico and Amanda Millirons will attend and present at the Institute of Public 
Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) International Public Works Conference in Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

 

CPWA 
• CPWA is gearing up for the National Public Works Week (NPWW) program in May with 

outreach to each of the provincial premiers for provincial proclamations for the 2014 National 
Public Works Week celebration.  Criteria for the 2014 awards program for municipalities 
holding NPWW events has also been updated and is available on cpwa.net website or by 
clicking here.   

 

Meetings/Events 
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North American Snow Conference 

• The North American Snow Conference is planned for May 4-7, 2014 in Cincinnati, OH. 
Registration is now open. Register by clicking here. Register before April 1, 2014 and receive 
the Early Bird Discount.  For more information contact Brenda Shaver at bshaver@apwa.net 
or (816) 595-5240. 

Congress 
• APWA Congress Named One of “Fastest 50” by Trade Show Executive  

APWA Congress was recently included on the list of 90 “energetic” trade shows on Fastest 50 
rankings by Trade Show Executive. According to the industry group, “these elite shows 
eclipsed all other shows in 2013 by growing dramatically more in net square feet (nsf) of 
exhibit space, exhibitors and/or attendance during 2013.  While the benchmark growth for the 
average trade show in 2013 was 2.2% in nsf, 2.0% in exhibitors and 0.7% in attendance (see the 
TSE Dashboard), the Fastest 50 Class of 2014 beat that by a long shot, growing 14.9% in nsf, 
15.1% in exhibitors and 22.1% in attendance.” APWA was cited for significant growth by net 
square feet of exhibit space, and for total attendance, comparing 2012 and 2013. Click here for 
details http://www.tradeshowexecutive.com/news_online_main.asp?id=1700 

 
2014 Congress 

• The International Public Works Congress & Exposition will be held August 17-20, 2014 in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. For more information click here or contact Dana Priddy at 
dpriddy@apwa.net or (816) 595-5241.  

 


