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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

 

Participants: Eric Labelle, Chair 

Deana Donohue         

Tom Hickmann     

Bob Nowak      

Vicki Quiram     

Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

 

Absent: Paul Hindman 

 

Staff:  Karen Wilson, Senior Manager-Continuing Education 

  Julia Anastasio, Director, Center for Sustainability 

 

1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:10 pm CST 

• Meeting Summary Approval: December 19, 2013 Meeting Summary approved. December 

5, 2013 Meeting Summary will be emailed to Committee for email ballot approval. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

• Mr. Spearman provided a written report to the Committee. (See Att. 1)  

• The national awards process is now online. Mr. Spearman encouraged the committee to 

submit nominations for the Water Resources Award. The deadline is March 3, 2014. Here 

is the link to the form:  http://www.apwa.net/awards/CriteriaAndNominationForms  

 

3. Legislative Update and Center for Sustainability – Julia Anastasio 

• President Obama recently signed the Community Fire Safety Act which exempted fire 

hydrants from EPA’s new lead reduction rules. 

• FY 14 Appropriation Bill: House passed its version of the Omnibus bill on January 15, 2014. 

Senate is expected to do the same in a few days. In general the Omnibus bumps up EPA’s 

budget closer to 2010 funding levels, but it doesn’t go as far as the President’s proposal. 

• Water Resources Development Act conference negotiations continue. The sticking points 

include: overall costs and how the Corps’ projects will be selected. The Senate approach 

gives discretion to Administration; the House approach splits discretion between the 

Corps and Congress. 

• Waiting on the Farm Bill conference negotiations to conclude. They are being held up by a 

dairy price support program.  

• Affordability legislation introduced in the House on January 15. Would reform Clean Water 

Act affordability determinations. Julia will be reviewing the legislation and report back to 

the committee. Depending on provisions, APWA will probably consider supporting this 

legislation. 
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• No movement on the Stormwater or the Waters of the U.S. rules. 

• APWA, NACWA, and NAFSMA jointly sent a letter to the three EPA Regions with Residual 

Designation Authority (RDA) provisions, asking for the opportunity to submit formal 

comments. The word from EPA’s National Office is that it does not appear this request for 

a comment period will be granted. Julia noted that the RDA petitioners (NRDC and 

American Rivers) do not seem to have a problem with formal comments. 

o Committee agreed that APWA should send comments anyway. 

o Julia will pull together a Position Statement on the RDAs and send to Committee for 

review. 

• Advocacy: Senate held a Climate Change Hearing on January 16, 2014. Nothing new was 

brought forth either by proponents or opponents. 

 

4. Work Plan @ A Glance 2013-2014  

• Click, Listen, & Learn  Programs 

o Design Build Water and Wastewater Projects. Deana Donohue indicated that this was 

still a topic of interest, but that there hasn’t been time to give it full consideration. We 

will put this discussion on the agenda for February to determine if will still try to pull a 

program together for FY14 or roll it over as a possible topic for FY15 (FY15 begins July 

1, 2014). 

 

5. Committee Integration Project on Climate Adaptation/Risk/Change – Teresa Hon 

• Vicki Quiram will represent the Water Resources Management committee on the January 

21, 2014 Conference Call  between Technical Committee and Center representatives as 

well as other interested members, to identify how each discipline needs to consider and 

plan for climate change. 

• The information generated by this project will be adapted into curriculum modules, web-

based training, Reporter articles and/or live education sessions. 

 

6. Meeting Dates and Locations 

• The committee agreed to hold its spring meeting in Kansas City, MO on Monday, April 28, 

2014. We’ll discuss agenda items for the Spring Meeting during the next (February 28, 

2014) conference call. 

• Committee meeting at 2014 APWA Congress in Toronto: Monday (August 18, 2014), 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

 

7. Position Statements: Position Statements are due to the Government Affairs Committee by March 

14, 2014. The current Position Statements are posted at Base Camp. The chair asked for 

volunteers to review each of the current Position Statements (listed below) to determine if any 

updates or revisions are necessary. 

a. Current Position Statements 

• Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Waste (SW & WR) 

• Clean Water Policy (WR) 

• Endangered Species Act (WR) 

• Federal SSO (WR) 
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• Funding for Water/Wastewater (WR) 

• National Drought Policy (WR) 

 

b. New Position Statements: 

• Residual Designation Authority: Julia Anastasio will pull together a new Position 

Statement on RDAs and send to the committee for review. 

• Julia noted that we currently have no Position Statements for Drinking Water. Deana 

volunteered to review and to make recommendations, for possible Position 

Statements, to the full Water Resources Management Committee. 

 

7. Reminder - Review of Stormwater Technical Career Path Curriculum is due January 27, 2014.

  

• During the December 19 Conference Call, Bob Nowak, Eric LaBelle, Vicki Quiram and Bill 

Spearman all volunteered to review this material. Please send your comments to Becky 

Stein (bstein@apwa.net) by January 27, 2014. 

 

 

8. Reminder:  InfoNOW posting rotation: 

Paul Hindman January/July 

Tom Hickmann February/August 

Bob Nowak September/March 

Eric Labelle October/April 

Deana Donohue November/May 

Vicki Quiram December/June 

 

9. Next conference call: In February, the Committee will return to its standard schedule for 

conference calls: the fourth Thursday of each month. The next conference call will be Thursday 

February 28, 2014, 12 Noon Central Time. 

 

10. Adjourn: 1:15 p.m. Central 
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Attachment 1 to January 16, 2014 WRM Meeting Summary    

Director at Large Report 

January 2014 

 

Membership 
 

• The final December membership count is projected to be 28,530, nearly identical to the 
November month-end numbers.   

 
• The Young Professionals (YP) Network has is creating a Frequently Asked Questions 

document and it will be on the YP webpage later this month.  The document will be helpful for 
anyone interested in establishing or increasing the young professionals’ presence in their 
Chapter.  
 
A total of 32 Chapters are now represented in the Young Professionals Network.  The group is 
made up of volunteers and Chapter liaisons to share young professional information between 
Chapters and to provide Best Practices for Chapters who want to begin a YP presence.  
The group meets via conference call on the third Wednesday of each month. For more 
information on the Young Professionals Network, please contact Brad Patterson at 
bpatterson@apwa.net. 

 

• The 2014 Awards Program is now on the APWA website and is open for nominations. 
Deadline   for the Excellence in Snow and Ice Control Award is February 3, 2014; all other 
awards are due    March 3, 2014. 

 
Refocusing the House of Delegates  
 

• The HOD Refocus Task Force members will be meeting in Kansas City on February 27 to 
develop Committee and Work Groups, which will begin their work at the 2014 Toronto 
Congress. All delegates and alternates will receive a survey in early January to determine their 
interest and expertise to contribute to the Council of Chapters.  A webinar for all chapter 
leaders to provide background and more information on the proposed Framework and 
Operating Plan has been recorded and a link will be provided to all chapter leaders. 

 
 

APWA Donald C. Stone Center/Professional Development 
 

• Applicants who applied for APWA Donald C. Stone Center programs will be notified of their 
acceptance status on February 12, 2014.   Applications for the Public Works Supervisor, 
Manager, and Executive programs along with the application for the Public Works Leadership 
Fellow program can be found on the website at www.apwa.net/dcs. 
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• Certification exams are administered monthly starting March 2014. The three APWA 
certification programs have the following number of professionals certified: 102 CPFP (Fleet); 
250 CPII (Infrastructure Inspector); and 90 CSM (Stormwater Manager). For more information 
contact Becky Stein at bstein@apwa.net. 

 
• Beginning in the January 2014 APWA Reporter, the Leadership & Management Committee 

will publish a series of articles written by members of the Committee and LM Knowledge 
Team using actual experiences, examples and educational materials that can assist in navigating 
the public works profession.     

 
• The Minnesota Chapter awarded 111 certificates for the Winter Maintenance Supervisor 

Certificate program. For more information contact Phyllis Muder at pmuder@apwa.net. 
 

Accreditation 
 

• Cities, Counties, Townships, State or Federal Agencies, as well as Chapters or Branches, are 
welcomed to host a Self-Assessment/Accreditation Workshop as a benefit for their 
members.  For more information, contact Ann Daniels at (816) 595-5223 or e-mail: 
adaniels@apwa.net  or Tracy Quintana (816) 595-5294, e-mail: tquintana@apwa.net. 

 
Center for Sustainability  
 

• The Center for Sustainability posted new materials to its webpages.  New resources and case 
studies are listed by subject under the Tools & Resources tab on the Center’s webpages.  The 
Center continues to solicit case studies demonstrating sustainability in public works and 
encourages all APWA members to submit a case study today.  Case studies will be accepted on 
a rolling basis and we have created a simple template to make writing a case study 
easy.  Finalized case studies can be sent to Julia Anastasio, Director of Sustainability, at 
janastasio@apwa.net.  
 

• The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure recently announced that there are now 1,300 ENV 
SPs in North America.  These individuals who have been credentialed in the use of the 
Envision sustainable infrastructure rating system. These ISI credentialed practitioners are 
trained to use the Envision rating system as a guide to address sustainability dimensions in the 
design, construction, and operation of an infrastructure project. ENV SPs work together with 
project design teams from both the public and private sectors to provide technical expertise and 
guide the team on ways of improving the sustainability metrics of projects. 
 

• ISI announced that the Snow Creek Stream environment zone restoration in North Lake Tahoe, 
Placer County, Calif., has earned the Envision™ Platinum Award, the highest level attainable 
in the Envision rating system. Snow Creek is the second project to receive an ISI Envision 
rating. 

  
Government Affairs 
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• The Government Affairs Committee and the Transportation Committee will meet in 
Washington, D.C., April 1-2, 2014.  The Committees plan to hear from policy leaders, discuss 
common interests, and meet with their Congressional representatives to advocate APWA’s 
advocacy priorities.   
 

• Water Resources Development Act conference negotiations between the House and Senate 
continue.  The conference committee is led by Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee Chair Barbara Boxer and House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman Bill Shuster.  Both bills would authorize US Army Corps of Engineers projects to 
dredge waterways and harbors, provide ecosystem restoration, and build dams, locks, and 
levees.  Some of the most significant differences between the two versions of the legislation 
are how projects will be authorized, certain environmental streamlining provisions and the 
final cost of the overall bill.  

 
Proponents of a pilot program for financing water projects modeled after a similar highway 
financing program, the Water Infrastructure Financing Innovation Act (WIFA), are working to 
ensure that the proposal is included in the final package.  APWA wrote to conferees expressing 
our support for WIFIA but also encouraged them to include the reauthorization of the Drinking 
Water and Clean Water Revolving Funds.  We also engaged the APWA Advocates Network 
and asked members to contact their members of Congress and urge them to make finalization 
of WRDA its first priority upon returning from the holiday recess. Thanks to Advocates who 
reached out to their members of Congress.   
 

CPWA 
 

• CPWA President Darwin Durnie will join the Ontario Chapter for their Annual Conference and 
Awards Luncheon in late January.  The conference theme, A Change in the Weather, the New 
Public Works Reality, focuses on extreme weather and emergency management in Canada. 
Durnie is scheduled to comment on the 2013 Alberta flood recovery process. 

 

Meetings/Events 
 

North American Snow Conference 
• The North American Snow Conference is planned for May 4-7, 2014 in Cincinnati, OH. 

Registration is now open. For more information contact Brenda Shaver at bshaver@apwa.net 
or (816) 595-5240. 
 

2014 Congress 
• The International Public Works Congress & Exposition will be held August 17-20, 2014 in 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada. For more information contact Dana Priddy at dpriddy@apwa.net or 
(816) 595-5241.  
 


