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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, December 19, 2013 

 

Participants: Eric Labelle, Chair   Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 

  Deana Donohue   Karen Wilson, Staff Liaison 

Tom Hickmann    Mabel Tinjacá 
Bob Nowak     Teresa Hon 

Vicki Quiram    Becky Stein 

 

Absent: Paul Hindman 

 

 1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:07pm CST 

• Summary of December 5, 2013 meeting – not everyone had a chance to read this 

summary so approval of it was tabled until the January meeting. It is posted at Base 

Camp for review. 

 

2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman 

• Membership numbers remain steady at 28,500. 

• The national awards process is now online. Bill encouraged the committee to submit 

nominations for the Water Resources Award. The deadline is March 3, 2014. Here is 

the link to the form:  http://www.apwa.net/awards/CriteriaAndNominationForms  

• The Board of Directors affirmed, at their November meeting, that that the House of 

Delegates Advisory Council is moving in the right direction. A webinar and survey are 

being planned that will inform Chapters of this group’s recommendations and gather 

feedback. 

• The Center for Sustainability is looking for practical case studies featuring examples of 

integrating sustainability into public works. Please encourage your contacts to share 

their stories. 

• Please pay special attention to the Waters of the US segment in Julia Anastasio’s 

Advocacy Update Report. One concern regarding this issue is that the water quality 

standards could be applied to your drainage system. 

• At a recent meeting, Nancy Stoner, Acting Assistant Administrator for Water indicated 

that no stormwater rule is on the near horizon. Bill believes that this means we won’t 

see any proposed regulations until after the 2014 elections. 

 

3. Legislative Update and Center for Sustainability – Julia Anastasio 

• Julia was unable to attend meeting, but submitted the attached written update. 

 

4. Workplan @ A Glance 2013-2014 (spreadsheet) 

• Stormwater Summit – Eric/Paul 



  

 

o Agenda and speakers have been submitted to Karen. She will take over 

communicating with the speakers as part of her Congress program development 

activities. 

o Paul Hindman will moderate on Day 1; Vicki Quiram will moderate Day 2. 

• Reporter issue – Deadline extended to December 23, 2013 

o Conjunctive use pump project- Deana 

o CSM Certification – Robert Anderson (submitted) 

o Asset Management- Eric (Woodard & Curran) 

o Colorado flooding- Paul (Wright Water Engineers) 

o Flushable wipes- Bobbi Watson (submitted) 

o International BMP Database website update – Jane Clary or Theresa Connor 

o Teresa Hon noted that in the future, the Technical Committees will also be asked 

to provide articles for issues about other related disciplines. 

 

• Click, Listen, & Learn  Programs 

o How to Get Buy-in for Asset Management Programs. Held December 12
th

. Sold out 

at 92 sites. Survey results were provided to committee. Tom Hickmann did a great 

job. 

o Envision
TM

: The Sustainability Rating System – Center for Sustainability 

programsscheduled for January 30. 

o Levee Safety – scheduled for February 13. 

o Design Build Water and Wastewater Projects. Staff asked if this was a reserve topic 

or if the committee intended to develop it into a program? Deanna indicated that 

they were still researching and not ready to talk about yet. 

 

• Committee Mission Statement – Hold for discussion at Spring meeting 

 

5. Committee Integration Project on Climate Adaptation/Risk/Change – Teresa Hon 

 

• Teresa reported that in response the Board of Directors discussion about reducing the 

silos between the Technical Committees/public works disciplines, the issue of climate 

adaptation/risk/change was selected for the first integration project.  

o There will be a conference call on January 21, 2014 between Technical Committee 

and Center representatives as well as interested members, to identify how each 

discipline needs to consider and plan for climate change. 

o The information generated by this project will be adapted into curriculum modules, 

web-based training, Reporter articles and/or live education sessions. 

 

• Discussion on how the WRM Committee will be able to contribute to this project: 

o Eric noted that the increase in temperatures may be changing the evaporation 

formulas. 

o Vicki Quiram indicated that this issue is having a big effect in New Hampshire. They 

are concluding a grant and compiling a matrix and guide with recommendations for 

all disciplines. Vicki would like to be included in the January 21 call and to invite her 

staff members who have expertise in this. She is willing to share the materials that 



  

 

New Hampshire is developing. She noted that her department recently met with 

state legislators about the risks and costs. 

o Tom Hickmann noted that agencies in the West are relying on reports from federal 

agencies like the U.S. Forest Service. Local agencies in his area are watching this 

closely because run-off times are changing and their systems are set up to deal 

with peak run off events. A number of studies have been done in California where 

the water systems are dependent on snow pack and the snow line is retreating. 

This will have significant impact on water supplies and operations. 

o Bob Nowak stated that in Florida the hurricane patterns in the past have followed 

a 20-year cycle. There is uncertainty now on whether that cycle is changing. Also, in 

the past storms typically hit in late afternoon, but now it seems that storm peaks 

can occur at any time of day.  They are experiencing increased rainfall then periods 

of drought.  

o Eric Labelle stated that insurance companies are now requiring that the minimum 

floor level be 12 feet. This is causing economic development issues. The federal 

flood maps have not been up updated in a while. Velocity zones are an issue for 

coastal communities that are trying to develop waterfronts. Eric will follow up with 

local economic development experts to see what data and information they have. 

o Mabel stated that as part of the project, APWA would like to create a reference 

library. We would like to include the studies and reports mentioned in this 

conversation so please forward to staff information about how to obtain them. 

 

6. Meeting Dates and Locations 

 

• The committee agreed to hold its spring meeting in Kansas City. We’ll work via email 

and Basecamp to determine dates and agenda items. 

• Date for WRM meeting at 2014 Congress will be addressed during January call. 

 

7. Credentialing – Becky Stein /Teresa Hon 

 

• Staff Question: In 2014 the CSM Council plans to review the current Content Outline and 

exam to determine if any revisions need to be made. When does the committee anticipate 

that new stormwater legislation will be available and should plans to revise the exam be 

delayed until the new regulations are in place?  

o Since EPA representatives have indicated that no new rulemaking is on the 

immediate horizon, the CSM Council should proceed with that understanding. 

 

• Staff Question: Further review of the curriculum for the DCS Stormwater Technical Career 

Path may be required. Becky Stein has requested at least 2 members of the committee be 

available to review the content and provide feedback. Estimated review time is 5-7 hours 

and will be requested in early January. 

o Bob Nowak, Eric LaBelle, Vicki Quiram and Bill Spearman all volunteered to 

review. The information will be sent out in early January with a two-week 

turnaround. 

 



  

 

8. Marketing – Mabel Tinjaca 

 

• Mabel stated that APWA is initiating a comprehensive marketing and strategy effort about 

how the DCS and certification programs compliment and support each other. We are 

putting together a group to discuss how to handle and integrate marketing. If anybody 

from this WRM is interested in participating, please notify staff. 

 

9. Discussion about Portland’s Residual Designation Authority – Eric LaBelle 

 

The Portland RDA is being touted by EPA and the NGOs as being “successful” – but that is not 

the perspective of Eric’s community and many others. They are asking APWA to take a 

position on this issue. RDAs are giant bureaucracies that are expensive and hard to manage. 

 

Vicki noted that she was on a conference call with the state agencies and NGOs in Regions 1, 

3, and 9. The states told the NGOs that our communities have enough on their plates. They 

got the NGOs to agree that they would be in favor of EPA asking for comments from 

communities to determine what the issues will be. Vicki indicates that it was her impression 

that the EPA 1, 3, and 9 Regional Offices would be asking for comments soon. So APWA 

should be ready to provide comments. 

 

Eric thinks that those favoring RDAs are looking only at the MS4 component and not the 

broader picture to address pollutant loads. He recommends that APWA prepare a position 

statement that favors a more integrated plan than the RDA approach and notes that this 

position be made sooner rather than later. 

 

Eric and Vicki volunteered to pull those thoughts together and when Julia is available to ask 

for her for input on whether a position statement or a letter now would be the best way to 

proceed. 

 

10. Reminder:  InfoNOW posting rotation 

Vicki Quiram December/June 

Paul Hindman January/July 

Tom Hickmann February/August 

Bob Nowak September/March 

Eric Labelle October/April 

Deanna Donohue November/May 

 

11. Next conference call: January 16, 2014, 12 Noon Central Time. 

 

12. Adjourn: 1:12 p.m. Central 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Attachment 1 
December 19, 2013 WRM Meeting Summary 

Advocacy Update 

From: Julia Anastasio 

Date: Thu, 19 Dec 2013 at 8:23am 

Good morning, 
I will not be able to make this afternoon's call so I wanted to provide you all with a brief update before 
the end of the year. 
  
Fire Hydrants 
We successfully beat back EPA's attempt to regulate hydrants under the Reduction of Lead in Safe 
Drinking Water Act.  EPA rolled back its decision and both the House and Senate passed legislation 
specifically exempting hydrants unanimously. 
  
WRDA: 
WRDA negotiations are continuing.  The conference negotiators will not be able to meet their end of 
year deadline of finalizing the deal. Some of the biggest obstacles are project selection procedures; 
streamlining provisions, WIFA/ SRF funding and specific projects. Ultimately, I do think they will 
reach an agreement.  Everyone is anxious to pivot to transportation. 
  
Farm Bill 
Conference negotiators continue working on a compromise package.  They too will not meet their end 
of year deadline to complete the legislation.  
  
Budget Agreement: 
One of the biggest development is the passage of the Budget Agreement.  The Senate passed the deal 
last night.  The President will sign the bill.  House and Senate appropriators are now scrambling to 
finalize appropriations bills.  It is more than likely that we will end up with a continuing resolution for 
FY 14 and appropriators will immediately begin focusing on FY 15 appropriations bills.  While this 
eliminates the possibility of another government shutdown over the budget, we still face another round 
of debt ceiling negotiations.  I've attached a detailed summary of the agreement for your review.  
  
Waters of the US: 
I participated in a briefing last week provided by Nancy Stoner and others from the Office of Water on 
the proposed Waters of the US rule.  EPA was encouraging participants to ask OMB to release the 
proposed rule.  (Not likely on our part).  They could not give us many details but they did maintain that 
they are not expanding CWA jurisdiction but rather trying to clarify what waters are significant 
connected to traditional waters of the US that they warrant protection.   This will be a big rule when it 
comes out.  I will, of course, continue to monitor this and keep you all posted. 
  
Anniversary of SDWA 
I also participated in an interesting discussion last week hosted by the US Water Alliance on the safe 
drinking water act.  December 16 was the 39th anniversary of the passage of the act.  The discussion 
centered around reviewing where we have been and discussing the future of drinking water 



  

 

management.  The most interesting part of the discussion was a presentation by James Salzman on his 
new book "Drinking Water: A History."  Using the same literary model as "Salt" and "Cod" Salzman 
explores the complicated history of drinking water.  He presentation was very interesting and so far the 
book is interesting and an easy read.  If you are interested in learning more about the book here is a 
link http://www.amazon.com/dp/1590207203.   
 
I think that is it for now.  Please let me know if you have any questions and I hope you all have a 
happy holiday!  
 
. 


