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WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, December 5th, 2013 
 
Participants: Eric Labelle, Chair   Bill Spearman, At-Large Director 
  Deana Donohue    Nikki Guillot, Staff Liaison 

Tom Hickmann     Julia Anastasio, Legislative Liaison 
Bob Nowak  
Paul Hindman 

 
Absent:  Vicki Quiram 

 
 1. Call to Order – Eric Labelle, Chair 

• Called to order at 12:06pm CST 
• Additions to the agenda: Tom summary on San Antonio trip, Design Build CLL topic 
• Summary of October meeting was approved as submitted 

 
2. At Large Director Report (Environmental Management) – Bill Spearman 

• The Board had a good meeting in Kansas City where finances were a central topic. 
Chicago Congress had a big impact on the association finances and the condition is 
better than the last few years. 

• Membership numbers are steady at 28,500. 
• The national awards process is now online. Members are encouraged to nominate 

their agencies or chapter folks. Recognize the work of your colleagues today! 
• The House of Delegates continues to work on goals and objectives for their 

reorganization. The Board was told progress is being made and there will be a formal 
update in June with more info available at Congress. 

• The Center for Sustainability is collecting case studies to help clarify the interpretation 
of sustainability from a big, separate process to all of the things we do in public works. 
Asset management, for example, is likely tied to sustainability goals and these case 
studies will help members think differently about the term and what they can do. 

• The committee has provided comments on lead and fire hydrants and through Julia’s 
efforts has been affecting the legislation, which is great. 

• Bill will be attending a NAFSMA meeting with the US Army Corp of Engineers, FEMA 
and the EPA. Paul will be there too and they welcome any questions or concerns the 
committee would like to see discussed.  

• Eric asked about an increase to the federal gas tax. Does the organization have a 
position on this issue? Julia indicated APWA is consistently supporting more funding 
for infrastructure but Jim is the lead on transportation legislative issues and may have 
more detailed info. Julia will follow up with the committee on it. 

3.  Legislative Update & Center for Sustainability – Julia Anastasio 
• The Center is collecting case studies on a rolling basis and a template is available. 

These case studies will be posted on a new Center website currently under 
construction. The site will help raise awareness that sustainability is something we do 
every day and these case studies will help recognize strides made in public works 
agencies on sustainability and provide peer to peer resources. 

• APWA is working with the American Water Works on the legislation concerning lead 
and fire hydrants. A letter was sent to Vitter on the EPW and the chair may consider it 
next week. A letter also went out to EPA. Deana asked on a timeframe on the lead 
legislation. EPA is committed to deciding by January 4th but the decision may be to 
continue with the bill. It would go to the President for signature the next week. 

• The Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRRDA) is currently in 
conference. There is a contentious issue with a project in Louisiana, a spillway 
costing $20 billion. There is some discussion of the WIFIA aspect as well as it is 



  

 

perceived as an opposition to the SRF funding. Boxer wants to see a WIFIA in the bill 
so we’ll monitor the developments and see what happens. 

• Conversation continues on a clean water trust fund. Two republican moderates have 
signed on to support it. APWA will monitor the progress. 

• A coalition of APWA, NACWA and NAFSMA requested a public comment period on 
the Residual Development Authority petition. There has been no answer. The 
committee may put together a position statement at the spring meeting. 

• APWA continues to work with the flushable wipes group and a technical work group 
has been formed to have facilitated discussions about the guidelines published by 
INDA. Several participating associations have APWA members so we are 
participating although not funding the effort. 

• Julia met with the Pew Charitable Trust about childrens’ dental health and fluoridation 
in water. Should we join the coalition and put together a guidance statement? Eric felt 
the issue was outside the realm of APWA’s water committee. Julia said the Pew 
Charitable Trust will contribute an article to the Reporter in February on the topic. 

• Paul asked about the Biggert Waters issue and Julia will follow up with Laura Berkey-
Ames on the issue. There has been some discussion that this isn’t really a public 
works issue after all but we will continue monitoring it. 

4. Workplan @ A Glance 2013-2014 (spreadsheet) 
• Stormwater Summit – Eric/Paul/Bob 

o Themes of resiliency and sustainability 
o Speakers lined up, schedule drafted, marketing timeline is the next step 
o Suggestions from Ontario were very helpful 

• Reporter issue – Dec 15 
o Conjunctive use pump project- Deana 
o Lessons learned from an NPDES audit- Eric 
o Asset Management- Eric (Woodard & Curran) 
o Colorado flooding- Paul (Wright Water Engineers) 
o Flushable wipes- Bobbi Watson 
o Water operations  & criticality analysis- Tom 
o International BMP Database- WEF contact or Jane Clary 
o Certification program- Robert Anderson 
o Mike Healy? 
o Fluoride from Pew Charitable Trust 

• Click, Listen, & Learn  
o Low-Impact Development Maintenance: Where’s the Runoff going from YOUR streets?” 

Nov 14- Transportation Sustainability Subcommittee 
o How to get Buy-in for Asset Management Programs - Tom Dec 12- SOLD OUT! 
o Envision project- Center for Sustainability Jan 30 
o levee safety – Emergency Management Feb 13 
o New topic on design-build water and wastewater projects- posted to Basecamp 

• Committee Mission Statement 
o Not much progress has been made since the Congress meeting. 
o Eric wrote up a bit for the technical committee website. 
o This may not be a critical project but it is important even with time constraints. 
o The spring meeting may be a good time to spend 2-3 hours discussing this. 

 
 5. Spring Meeting Location/Approximate Dates Discussion 

a. The group will not be meeting in DC and the default location will be Kansas City unless a chapter 
connection is made for an alternative location. 

b. Bob offered the Florida chapter spring conference in Fort Lauderdale in May. 
c. Paul suggested the Colorado chapter but the spring conference will be in Grand Junction which 

may not be convenient for travel times. 
d. Tom will check the Oregon chapter spring meeting although the fall conference is in Bend and will 

be unlikely in his side of the state in the spring.  
e. Eric will research chapter events and email the committee on options. 
 



  

 

6. Tom gave a summary on his trip to San Antonio. There were a lot of questions about what is APWA’s role 
and what are the major concerns of the organization. Continuing regulations and the cost associated 
are a major concern as well as using sound science for regulations and these are shared concerns for 
many organizations. Aligning for lobbying is tough but it’s harder than it should be. There should be 
some kind of annual effort to touch base. Tom noted that everyone at the event knew Julia and was 
very impressed with how hard she has worked to bring together the different groups.  

 
7. Eric mentioned that Portland, ME has been used an example of a successful Residual Designation 

Authority project and they had serious challenges pulling it together. 
 
8. Meeting was adjourned at 1:05 PM CST 


